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peopl.e, as the best portions of a population cannot be induced to Iiuk them-
selves with institutions of an uncertain and tcaiporary nature. le was f'urther
to indicate that the steady action of' our Comaiittee had been opposed to the
creation of the evils of an eadowment; our grants having been strictly
liaiitcd to a year and having been every year caref'ulIy reviewcd ivitlout any
real or i4nlied pledge of their continuance. Moreover, that we had 80
constantly kept the duty of self-support, whcre possible, befbre the people,
as to Iay us open to the charge of too inucli eagerness on that subjeet. The
suggestion as to Iay preachers supplying the churches alluded to, ivas tu
be met by the statement o-f impracticability at prescrit; the craving of' the
people throughout the country being inereasingly for a thoroughly trained
intelligent rniiiistry. Nie was to urge that our grants were always understood
to, be temporary ouly, and not in perpetuity ; and that a trial many yeurs ago
of the sliding scale in Western Canada had proved a disastrous failure.

The instructions of thý- Commiittee were complied with in a documient of
ten pages 4to., in whieh, it is believed, every argument suggested by the state
of the ehurches and of our country will be found. It lias elicitcd the follow-
ing reply dated Dec. 6, 1860. The needful cxtracts only are given.

"IYours - wns considered by our Committee on Tuesday last, and I arn in-
structed te send you the resuit of our deliberations. Permit me to assure you that
we cherish a deep interest in your rche, and a sincere concera for tbe comfort
ofour brettiren, who, we believe, are faitlifully perfomming the duties devolving
upon theni. In sorne cases they have no doubt to struggle against many opposîng
influences, and nothing cari support them but the manifèsted preserice of the grant
Maeter they serve, and for whose glory both thev nd we are eoricerned. We
trust theref'ore they will believe that the subjeet 'of our correspondance has not
been introduced froru any suspicion respectirig tham, or ariy Iack of confidence in
them. Your communication received a lengthened and very earef'ul corisideration
of the entire subjeet to which it relates. '1he« Conmmittea still think that stations
whieh have beeri for so niany years on our Grantee List, as some of your ehurches
have been ought in some way to be deait writh. In the nature of things, our
grants will degerierate te the eharacter of eridowments wvhich are oppos;ed te the
prineiples by whieh we are distinguished. * * * Under the influence of these
views, it is the judgment of the Committea, that although, they yield the point for
4ha present, it must be adopted for the future."* C

The Secretary prcesto state more formually that at our ncxt Annual
Meeting the prnipleinvlved in the letter of Sept. 4th, must be acted upori.
An occasional exception may be adjusted by corresporiderice, but stations that
have been five year8 upori our list must expeet an annual reduction at least of
one fifth of the grant until it ceases aitogether.

It is proper to state that the Society is quite 'willing to enter upon new
grouad wherevcr thare is fair promise of usefulness anid the cstablishmen t of a
self.sustaining interest; there is no indisposition te afford pecuniary aid for a
few years until such stations gain strength; but there is a determination not
te continue grants for the sanie amount for an indefinite number of ycars.
Will every niember of aach church (anid congregatiori), that has been five ycars
on our Grantee list, consider at once what cati be donc. Pcrbaps vigorous
effort and some saîf-denial miglit at once make the cause self.sustaining-. iBut
if not, preparation must at least be made for the diminution of the Society's

grant.IHENRY 
WILKIES,

Montreal, 15 Feb., 1861. Sec. j Trea3.
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