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1- iE important debate wlîich, history are the aid standard tunles like Il FRELNCI!,"
.. says, separated inito factions some it «ANLO"" tALIMA""ODHNDE

the hanir-splitting casuists of ane period ai the
early Chiurci-namciily, how mai> angels
could dance on the point ai a tncedl'--did not
w%%agc more füniously than have various qucs-
tions rclating ta the proper and impraper in
citurcli nwsic. Somne would have organs;
some ivould naL. One îvould have an anthemi
-another speaks ai the anthem as a " per-
farmnance," Onie brother likes an oigan vol-
untary during the collection, "ta caver up
the ringing of the coppers ;"the occupant of
Uhe adjoining pew is quite sure the voluntary
is a subtie invention ai the cncmy., Que de-
nomination ivili sing no hymn ; but only
lte Psalms af David,» donc up soinetimes

ini sLave-pipe metricai lengtlis fearfuli>' and
ivondclriully put togcther. Deacon B3. prefers
his Lunes " slow and stately," after the style
alan undcrtakecr's procession; Deacon D. likes
Llîem Illiveiy." Sich are some ai te diver-
sities af opinion on the subjeet of church
music.

We propose ta make a fewv remarks an
this important subject. We hardly hope for
universal assent ta aur opinions, Nar is
that necessary. Our aim is to cail forth
expressions ai opinion an te subjeet, in
the hope that yet more may be donc
ta imprave the service of sang in aur
churches.

And first, t/te object anzd spirit of the musical
portion ai the service shauld cver be kcpt in
mind. The abject is ta make andi deepen
religiaus impressions. The spirit ini whicli ail
concerncd shouid take thecir parts is te spirit
ai devotian, af rcecrence, ai desire tabe instru-
mental in doing some good.

Tien, t/he nnmuzal relations of C/turc/t and
choir are nat unimportant. The choir shaulti
have the sympathy, the gaod-will, the chari-
table criticism, ai the members of Uhe citurcli
and congregatibn. Only those who have had
experience af the maLter knoiv hoîv much
time and patience are consumed in the task
af biending Lagether inta harmoniaus cas-
dences the voices ai ill-traincd amateur
singers.

Further, t/te pstor an:d t/te choir leader
slwuld work toge/lier. The pastar cati aiten
bc oi essential service in paving the îvay for
some needed reform; in persuading the peo-
ple ta sing îvith Ilthe understanding aiso; "
or, likec Spurgeon, in discouraging the con-
gregatian from the Loo-frequcnt methoti ai
singing joyaus sentiments plaintiveiy andi
plaintive sentiments boisterausly.

Mien again, as ta 4ytzn-tunes.. There i5 nlo
aLlier division ai the clîurch music question
comparable in importance with this. On the

"Mi\ ARI N ERS," "ovsa, and many others,
strang cither ici tiiellîsuivcs, or by association.

Hcre,a-lso, arc tunesof a mnore modern type-
including such excellent compositions as
IAJALON," WandcrlUlly surited ta the wiords

ta whiclî it is set
itreag of l!c.»cn, on tlice 1 tred,
For uioy flesls li ial, indeed; »

CAI'ERNAUlN," in saniewha-.t the same style
andi Il MELIT'A," a deli glitful study. 1-Icre,
ailso, lire tunes like " MULII1 WLSEN," r.aim-,
statcl>', andi satisfying ; Il MuNItCI," iii the
German chorale style; and " UIIsAL," îvhicih
îîe deiy anyane ta sin, cheecrfuli>' ta appro-
primte %vaWds without being bath sootheti aind
--treilgtlicind. Ini the choiceo aihyinn-ttînieb
there is abundant rooîn for the display ai ta-
lent, tact, atil wise consideration. The lover
af the miodemn Lunes must naL too violcntly
traniple on te feelings of te gooti brother
îvho naiturally asserts iliait the familiar Lunes
lie lias long knoîvn are tlue~best. They inay
be endeareti to him by a thousanti meniories
af the living andtheUi deati. But, an the other
hianti, for the conservative lu these matns ta
îvish La shut out the more modern Lunes, is
something like aur irientis ai a sister dcnom-
inatian in refusing the heip andi salace ai aur
niagnuftcent mod'cri hymnaiogy altogether.
If te Englisli Congregationalists have nobiy
solvei te question af hynin-Lunes iu the col-
lection quated, nat less nobly liave thcy met
the stili mtore important question té the hymns
theniscives, in te suppleîncntcd collection
now universailly in use in Englanti, andi îhich
shoulti be in use in evcry one ai aur Cainadi-
an chu rches.

Again, in Lhree out ai four ai aur churches
t/te hyins are siing l00 slow. Professional
singers arc traineti ta aiccuracy ai ime, and La
a sustaincd pitch. Titis IL is ail but in possi-
ble ta finti in the amateurs who ordinariiy fill
aur chairs. The folloîving is a statement that
observation ivill aînply canfirmn :-"Czoirr
t/tut siuzg slowzcsi arc geuerallyfaullicst bot/t in
ti:nctandiilune." IL is bad enougli ta have people
fali -asleep under a sermon that is tao long or
too prosy. But, it is ivorse îvhcn îvhat oighli
La bc te most jayous part of te service is
also saponifie in iLs tcndency.

We sitouiti add a feîv ivords on the use of
ainthems andi voluntaries but for the present
we farbear. We hope, liaivever, to take up
this subject again ini a future issue. Mean-
wlxiie, we awaiit the frank expression ai aur
fnietitis' opinions on titis subject, andi hope that
te thorougit ventilation ai te question ivili

secure a much necdcd improvement in aur
church services.

OU(R PRISONVS A NI) COMi4ON
GA OLS.

0 UR pisonsand county gaols have been
vry inucli inproved ivithin the last

fcw years. There arc some pcople--obstruc-
tjonists wveare forccd to catit tliem-who think
that tItis wark of improvcment woulcl better
have becn icit undone. Thcy say that, in so
fair as these institutions are canccriied, Il the
worse thcr bettcr -," and thecir reasons for com-
ing to this conclusion arc that bad gaoi ac-
commodationx hais a tendcncy ta kccp people
from committing crime, and that any im-
Provement in titis respect is only offering a
prcmium on wrong.doing. Wc beg to differ
with tlicse over-wise people. We admit that
a ha-ýidcned crimninal hais soinetimes been
known to break a pancai lass or commit somte
athecr mitior affence with the avoîvcd abject
of bein-, Ilsent daîvn Il for a short time to
avoid starvation ; but we den), that the hope
of getting into gaol ever tcmpted anybody ta
a crianinal course ; and we aiso deny that the
improvements made have any tcndency in
that direction. As a matter oif act à~ is ivell
knoîvn that the commission af crime for te
sake of getting into gaol %vas mare common
iii by-gone datys than iL is now; and ta those
who understand the nature and objects af the
improvements made, the reasan is abvious.
tinder the new arrangements thcre is more
seclusion than there ivas under the aid
cleanliness and correct habits ai living are
enforced ; and liard labour is duly recognized
as the normal state of existence for fallen
man. To a loir, grass, sensual nature, such
as most criminals have, these changes arc any-
thing but inviting. Vie mare closcly wu ex-
amine the details of these impravements as set
forth in Mr. Langmuir's repDrt, the mare ive
are convinccd, flot oniy that they have flot
been the means of increasing crime, but that
Lhey are Weil caiculated ta diminisli crime, ta
prateet society, and ta refurmn the criminai.
One of the chief abjects ici vicw in the re-
building' and altcring af gacl structures ivas
the praper classification af the inmates.
Now, the attainment af this abject alone is
enaugh ta justify ail the expenditure that lias
becta incurred. As iL ivas, ail classes-bath
sexes, the expert and the Lyro in crime, the
saine and the insane, the convicted and the sus-
pected, the guilty hxnd the innocent:-were
huddied tagetxer, sa that the young an~d
comparativeiy innocent were corrupted by
the more hardened, till in the course of time the
wickedness af the worst becauxc te common
cha.-acter af ail. It was in the aid gaois that
crîminals ivere trained ; iL ivas thecre that the
science and art af crime ivere cultivated and
brouglit ta perfection ; and iL ivas there tîtat
mnany, Wvho had stumbled and falien once in
their path,and under better influences would
perhaps lhave done so no more, ivere hardened
and bound aver to a course af crime, a lufe of
misery, and an eternity af îvoe. Surely the
consequences would higvç bçen very serioi;!


