
214 FRAGMENT BASKET.

Image ofGCod, divine Redeemner ! in thy pesence is fullness of joy : at tlîy riglit
hand thero are plensures for evermore. %What tlîou hast gone to hecaven to pre-
pare, may we bc called up at dcath to enjoy 1-11ev. Dr. Gultrie.

TUEr Bi iiLE.-" Is it selcly moderation, prudence, or even fear of cntcring into
a defèence of i ts conduct that indu ces it to remiain i inpervious tO suceh attatcl(9? No,
gentlemen, a lîigher and more Christian motive regulates our acts. M'e l1niý foul
f*èitlî, on1 the one band, in the Divine uiigin and inspiration of tic holy writings
and we believe, on the otiier, in their efficacious action and salutary influence un
the humn.aniimmdk. These two convictions are intimately connected together. lloi
15 itl possible nt to believein the mo)ral effioacy uf tue OH and New Tebt.inents
wlhen thecir Di vine inspiration is once admitted ? Iow is itpossible nottu have
confidence in their action on mant whien once their cmanatin& froni God is not de-
nied ? If yoti evcr meet anywvhere with doubit as to the moral eticacey of thic heoly
books, or wvith hesitation or lukeovarmncss in disseniinating themi amnon-st mnan-
kind, bc perfectiy certain that, whiat is wanting is fiaitlî-firîxi and enduri'ng fLith
in tixcir D)ivine urigin. Wh~1oever believes God to bo reaily present, acting and
speaking in thiese wvritincs, cannot bc averse te mon hearing IIis Divine vuice,
and feeling its influence i'n their souis. WVe are not ignorant of the difficuities
whieh inay arise in rctading and studlying(r the Bible, nor of the abuse whielî may
be made of parts of its contents. WVe know the obscurities and probleis whicli
the iearned m.-y w~ect with, and the inconveniences w hidi prudent nnmay appre-
hend from thiti; but these are oniy the embarrassmcnts arising froin lîinan.
knowledce and frein the condition of human iufirmity. Abovesucli embar-ss,.inents
and ineunvenienees towers the Divine ehiaracter of the hioly books, and the ])ivine
breath w-hich fuls and animates thein. The monument is someatimes difficuit te
penetrate and expiain, but Ged is everywhiere-ever 'ywhere make,î Ilimself zeen,
heard, and flUt; and athwart ail obscuritics and aIl difficuitice;, tue continuai
s3pectacle of the presence and action of Gxod, the constant ecli cf ï'Iis voic cannut
faLii to move, enlighten, and domninate inankind. 'No doubt, evea amngsn-,t thc
populations where it is nîost assiduous and gencral, the reading of the sacred
writings ducs not overcoîne-f tr from it-ahl the bad passions of inen-it dues nut
preveat ail errors and ail faults. Man romains full of weakness and vice, even
wlicn ho knows himself in the presence of God. But the habituai rcading of the holy
books preserves nations fromi the greatest of perils-it prevents thcmi fruin for-
getti ng God. It possesses tic virtue of causing Lied te be for thein, not an idea,
a naine, a >ystein of phiiosophy, the secret of an enigma, but the real and living
God, under %"hîose cyes thecy are constantly, amidst tue conflicts and trials tif the
worid. .1 great proof of tlîis lias been given in our Lime, and is being continued
in our pre,,eice. Christian faith has been, and is stili, very fiercely and obstinately
attackcd. IIov many efforts liave been and are stili made-hio% many 1buu)k,
scrious or frivouus, able or cilly, have been and are spread incessantly iii urder
te destroy it in men's minds ! Wlierc lias this redoubtabie struggle been supported
with the greatest energy and success ? and wliere hias Chîristian faitlî beeui be.'t
defeaded? There where the re-adçing of the sacred books isaageneral and waýsiduuus
part of public %vorship-therc wlicre it takes place in thec interior of fainilies, aud
ia solitary meditation. IL is tue Bible-the Bible itself-whichi combats and
triumplis inest efllcacieusly in the war between incrcdulity and belief."-l. Ciuriot
in a sp)eech te M/e JFrench Bible Society.

TUE BEAUTY OF THE GRAss.-It seems as if nething could be said under this
liead ; because, in truth, there is se much to say. To get a geod idea of the
beauty of thc grass, endeavour, in imagination, to form a picture of a worid with-
out it. ht is precise!y te the sccnery of nature wvhat the Bible is te literature. 1)0
you remember that idea of Froude's, that the Bible had bccn ebiiterated, and
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