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caviare and smoked slurgcon industry ; but
so far back as 1880 United States buyers be-
gan to urge the St John river (N.B0) fisher-
men to obtain all the sturgeon they could
These \c\\ York bu) ers, it s said, had en-
couraged in the rivers of Florida the pursuit
ol the sturgeon fishery to such an extent that
they were rapdly cleaned out. The St
John nu-r sturgeon fishery did not last more
than six  years. At its height as nu ny
Qs 200 sturgeon  were often taken in it
single bawl, and the leapug of farge fish was
A common sight s far up the river as Fred-
ericton,  Then for a period of cight or ten
years the towal prohibition of the fishery was
carricd out. The demand tor sturgeon has
continued to incrense, and with the decay of
wreat tisheres hkc the sturgeon fisheries of
the Delaware river and bay, and the smaller
fisheries on the Potomac, Hudson, Ken-
nebee, ote,,  United States merchants have
had to rely on supplies from Canada.  Can-
adian fishermen npxdh learncd  the high
value of it fish which  hitherto  they had
treated with contempt. On alf the great
lakes, but especially in .ake Huron and the
St. Clade waters, stuegeon fishing has been
actively purssued ;3 but the best caviare, and
in some respects, the best sturgeon, have
been shipped lor many years from the witers
of Manitoba and from the Lake of the
Woods., On Lake of the Woods alone there
were last year between 200 and 300 large
pound nets setin thelimited area which lies
within United States territory.  Inthe Cane
adian part the number ran from 30 to Go.
Nearly 1,000,000 pounds \\uqht of sturgeon
wits shipped from these ntets in 1803, all of
which passed through Rat Portage en route
to the United States. Several tirms at Rat
Portage huve employed experts 1o manulie-
ture ciaviare. and this has for some years
been done at Seikirk, Manitoba, the flesh of
the sturgeon being frozen, pichled, smoked,
and m some st cces canned fike salmon,
Canned smoked stuigean is superior to sal-
mon.  In one-pound cans it sells wholesale
for §2.30 per dozen, whercas P acific sadmon
rc.llwc only $1.25 to $1.30 per dozen.

It is on the Pacific coast that the sturgeon
exceed all others for size and number.
Wherceins sturgeon o, 50, up to oo pounds
are considered lirge in inland and Atlaatic
waters, there are  specimens tiken in the

Fraser river at times weighing from Soa to
1,000 pounds.  In the British Columbia

Bourd of Truade report, 896, the opinion of

the Dominion Commissioner of Fisheries is
recorded as follows :—*“The stuegeon which
is so plentiful in Bratish Columbin attords
fishers which ss capable of development on i
Lirge scade. Professor Prince stated  that
the sturgeon found here are tinee thian those
in Russian waters, and he saw o reason
why this province should not compete with
Russiat in the several products of such an
mdustry.”

ASBESTOS.

Asbestos iy aphysicad paradox, yet one
of nature’s most  marvelons pmdmnuns
It has been called & mineralogical vege-
table ; it is both fibrous and  erystalline ;
elastic, yet brittle ; 2 floating stone, which
can be readily carded, spun and woven
into tissue. In Lu'rm.my it s known as
steinflachs (stone 1k ), and the miners of

Quebee give 3t qguite as eapressive a
n.uug—ﬂmrrg coton  (coteon  stane).  The
asbestos mines of Quebee are  the most

tamous e the world, yielding 83 per cent,
of the entire output, [taly bewmgr the only
umlpv.lm;' countey, and there the mduslr\
is declining.  Although Charlemagae is witid
to have had a  tablecloth  of  ashestos,
which he cleansed by throwing  into  the
fire, 1 was pr.ulu.nll\ unknown until 1\;0

The Naban minernd wias  then  experis
mented with, and some years later put on
the market. In 1838 the first Canadian
mine wias opencd, and the product steadily
increased until 1850, when 9,860 tons, worth
S1,200,000, were tined.  There has since
been a decline in value, the amount for
1800 being 12,200 worth onlv  £330,000.
Asbestos v flexible, pon-combustible and
a non-conductor of heat -md  electricity,
and on these propcrlws ity incrensing use
depeads. 1t is spun iato yarn, from which
cloth 1s waven for drop  curtiins in theaters,
dolhm;, for firemien, acid workers, et
It is made into lamp wicks and  gloves
for stokers and ropes for fire  escapes.
1t is felted into millboard, to be used as
an  ansuliator n d\n:mws and as a fire-
proof lining for floors. It is used toinsu-
late electnie wires,
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