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question ot the invalllity of any Iriah
act—that i3, try it judiclally and with
reasonable judginent, under the initiative
of ¢ho vicervy or sceretnry of state. This
Judlelal comimittee 18 now recognlzed by
ug as the only approach wo can make to
thy supreme court of the United States.
In composing this judiclal committee dus
ronrq‘must be had tu the different ele-
mentas of natlonality. (Cheers) Yo have
nrot apprshiended any Jdifficulty there.
*‘Other clauses provide for the security
of tho emoluments of existing judges and

officers generally. .
TIE VETO FOWXH,

“Then thers Is a clause intenied to
coerrenpond with the colonful valldity law,
the effact of which is that it the Irish
legiolature should pass uny st in any
way contrary to acts of the Imperll par.
llament auch law shall be good except In
30 far as it {8 contrary to the Imperial
enactment.

APPOINTMENT OF JUNORY.

* Two excnequer Judgesn shall
be appointsd under the authority of the
erown, mainly for financial business. Be-
sides tho cxchequer judges it {s provided
that for six yeara all judges shall be ap-
peinted as now. We do not reserve for
the Imperial parllament the power to fix
omoluments. These will be fixed in Ire-
1land, and the effect will be to establish
a joint control of these appolntments.

TO MEET IN §KPTEMBRR,

“The month of September is probadbly
the most convenient month for the as-
sembly to mecet. Therefore a clause pro-
vides that it shall meet on the first ‘fues-
day In September. (Prolonged Irish
cheers.)

*Certain clauses sccure the initlative in
regard to money bills to the assembiy.

THX IRISH CONSTABULARY

‘We are now coming to the important
question of constabulary. We peopose n
graduat reducttvn and the ultimate dis-
solutton or dlsappearnce of that force,
with the discharge of overy ¢ obligution
towusds them in such a way as will
not adversely affect the {uterests of
ihat honorable force. During the perfod
of transition they are to be under the
contyol of the viceroy It s comtemplat-
ed they& will be replaced by
a force owing its  existence to
Irdsh authoritics in local aveas.

IRISH MEMBERS AT WESSMINSTER.

“On the important subject of the réten-
tion of Irish menbers in the Imperial
parifament, I do not regard, cnd,never
have regarded, it as touching whut are
sometimes called the fine principles of
the bill. It i3 not incdluded in any ons
of them, but whether it be a principle
or whether it be not, theré is no ques-
tion that & is a very welghty and or~
ganic detaRl, wkich cuts rather dewp In
some caspects Into ¢the composition of
the bfJ. There are Srong arguments
which may bo alleged in defence of tho
retention of Irish membxs in pariia-
ment, but there s ono argument I must
put asido ns a most dangerous [rgu-
ment and in self quite untepneble, the
argsument of those who say, ‘Unless you
sotain the Itish members there is o
parliamentary supromacy over Irciand. X
ontirdy declne t0 admit that srgument.
I say that if you do admit $: at a stroke
you shatter parlfamentary supromacy in
this country. jAfthough I do not at st
admit that parilamentiary supremacy de-
pends upoa the cotention of Irish mem-
bers, I yet quite admit that the retention
of Irish memdbers has groat pructical
&mportunce, because it visibly exhibita
that cupremacy in & manner intelligible
to the people. Besides, tt gives Ireland
a voice, and & full voice, In all Im-
perial matters. (Hoar, hear.) It has this
advantage ! We caanot fn cur financiel
arrangements got vid of all faancial con-
nectton Letween the two cduntries ud-
loss you are preparcd o face & VY
inexpedlent and inconvaniet systom of
alfferent sets of treaties and trade laws.
That beilng 80, it must be that British
budgets will more or less influénce Irish
pecuniary balances. It is thorcfore de-
sirable for o PUTPO0 of
oxdtigating any incoavemnkenco which
might thenco  arise | that  lre-
land should have something to  say
about theso British dbudgets. I Know no
argumont of an abstract, theorstical or
constitutional character agalnst the ro-
tention of Ixish mombders at Westmin-
ster ; but to revext to an o4 mn‘lon
whickr has beooms Yather Oumilizw, I
do not think It is in the wit of man to
devire & plan for thelr retontion waich
would not be opta {0 some secious Prao-
tical dlMcultios. (Checxs.)

DIFFICULIIIS OF RETRNTION.

#"Retention involves two polnts, ) as to
auwmiaea ard ) as to Yolns DOwWE,

Now as to the frst question—that of
nombers, Is Ireland to be fully repreo-
sonted In the house t (Hear, hear.) Well,
probably the fecling will bo In favor of
the aflirmative. Then arises another difil-
cultn” What s the (full repre-
aentativn for Ircland * In 1584 the house
troated Ireland in a wise and liberat
spirit by ussigning 103 mombers to that
ocountry. Thut numbsr was then beyond
whut acdcording to the calculations of
population In this country Ircland was
entitled to, and it Is claimed that un-
happily the disparity has since been ag-
cravated by a double process. The popu-
Jatton of Greut Britaln has !ncreased,
while thav of Ire:and has diminished,
and has rcached a point that where-
as formerly entitied to 103 mombers it
would, according to this same ratio, now
hava 8. There ought to be a general
determination to Interprot fud represenia-
tion as meaning represents  'n according
to exisiing population. Sp klug of full
represontation, then, I imply that the re-
prosentati™ im tzo house from Ireland
would be ~omywsed of 80 Irish gentiemen,
Of course it followsa that thero wou!ld

have to bo an clection. These 80 memburs
from Ireland in the house would probabd-

1y be indispused to recognize a comm.aston
glven to 103 members. Su when it had
been determined that 80 wasathe proper
number®we endeavured to arrange the
schedule of the bill in such & incaner
that this Imperfal representation wouid
practically not clash with represencation
in the leglslature at Dublin.

THE VOTING POWYR.

**Now comes the greater Jitficulty: What
voting power are these 8 members to
have ? Ireland Is to be represenzed here
fully. That !'s my first postulate. Afy
second postulate is that lreland i3 to be
invested with separate powers, subject,
no doulrk, to Imperial authority. Yet still
as we must from experience praciically
separate u certadn indepondent power, as
has been done in other lexistaturesy of the
empire, Irslund !y to be endowed with
gepatute powers over Irish affeirs. Then
the question Lefure us s, 1S she or is
she not tuv vute su strongly upon muiters
purely Britlsh. 1 propose this questior
in the true parilamentary fotm--aye or
no? There uare reasons Soth  ways.
We cannot cut them off in a manaer per-
feotly clean and clear from these ques-
dony, We cannot tind an absolutely
accurate line of cleavage between Ques-
tions that are Imperial questions and
those that are Irish questions. (Cheers.)
Unless the Irlsh members are allowed to
vote on all Brittsh questions they must
have too little or tov much, because
there are questions which defy our ef-
fcrts o arrange them with accuracy and
precision on the proper si@e of the line
as elther lnglish or Irlsh. We do not
see the possibility of excluding them from
one of the highest and most important
functlons of the house, viz., that of de-
termintng the composition of the execu-
tive power. .\ vote of confidence i8 a
gimple declaration, but may be otherwise.
I do not sce how ft is possible to ex-
cludo Irish members from voting on
that great subject. Next, unless Irish
mombers vote on all questions, you break
the parliamens'= tradition. The pre-
sence o! 8 men.cers with only limited
powers of voilng 18 a serious hreach of
that traditton which, whether you re-
solve to face It or not, ought to be mude
the subject of most careful consideraden.

PARTIAL VOTING CONSIDERED,

*“Now come the reasons against the unl
versal voting power. It is difficult to say,
‘Everything on that slde Irish, everything
on this side Imperial That, I think, you
cannot do. If you nsk me for a propor-
tion, I sy nine-tenths, nineteen-twen-
tleth, perhgps nlnety-nine-one-hundredths
of the buslness of the pardament can
without diiiculty be classed us Irtsh or
Imperfal. It would, however, be a great
anromaly it tnese $0 Irish members should
come  here continually to jaterveno
In  questions  purely and  ubsolutely
Britigh, 1f  some large Question
or controver y - I itish affalrs should
they come up, causing a Jdeep and vital
severlng of the two great pariles in this
house, and the membders of those partes
kaew that they could briug over & mom-
bers from Ireland to support thel* views,
I am afrald = case ko that woud open
a possible door 0 wholesale dangerous
poiuical intrigue. (Hear, hear)

FROPOSYED LIMITATIONS.

My collergues found themsclves aot
well ablo to face a coantingency of that
kind. They inserted in the bl limita-
tions on the votlng power of the Irish
members: to exalude them .o from votlag

on a bl or motlun expreswy confined to
QGreat Britaln ; (2) from voting oa a tax
not Jovied upon Ireland ; (3) from voting
on a vote for appropriation. of maney
otherwise than for the Imperla «erivice
(1) from votlng on any most.on or resolu
tlon excluslvely affecting Great Britain
*rhe whoe subject Is full f thorns and
bramifes, but our object 18 the nut no
my and sef-government of Ireand i
all matters propeny Irishs  ‘I'hs  Irish
peaple certainly dld not rafs: the N
oulty to which I have Jjus. aluded t.e
retention of Irish mombers in tho hous..
This {8 a accondary matier :n thelr ¢yes,
and ought ot to interf.re with the prl .-
cipal alm. In face of the feeing tha. o
shade of uncertainty stlil hanzs over the
queation of retentliva of the Irlsh snem
bors, we have atllxed to :he patagrah
concerning this question the words, "IEx
copting and un'y parl.am. .. shal, de
termine tho coming financial .eg.alation.'

FIRANCIAL LEGISLATION.

“T wish to supply tiie key: ote to the
tnanciasd part of the egsatin. Tha'
keynote Is to be found in the provislon
included dn our pians from 'he first. wise
1y and generously ac.eded to by Iroa.l
through her representatlves, tha. there
is to be dut one system of legis.aldon
for all the kingdoms, as far as cater
nal things aro concerned, that willl be
found to entull very impdciant conse
quences. It has guided us to the covu
clugton &t which we have arrivel
the unity of the commercial legislation
for the three kingdoms., This Includes
customs and cxciso dutles, postotl.c and
telegraph. By adopting thls keynoste w..
can attain to the iost valuable resutos
and will be ltkely to avold the Jlashli,
friction of agents of the Imperial guvers
ment and agemts of the irish goveln
ment. Wo can make under cover of tlus
proposal & larger and more tlberal trans
ter to Ireland fa the management of her
owa affairs than we could raake if we
proceeded on any othar priuciple. \We
hope to escape in this way all collec-
tion in the Interior of Ireland of any
revemie whatever by Imperial authority.
Thé principle to which we are pound to
glve effect in Ireland is that lretind has

t0 bear a foalr share of 4he
Imperinl  expenditure. (Hear, hear.)
The word * Imperial * I de-

fined L1 the schedule wnich gives the
iist of Impecial burdens. There are three
modes in which this fair share must be
apportfoned, The fArst method is the
fump sum payment adopted in 18%. This
method, we thought, should disappear
natursily from the new bil), for through
the retemtton of insh reprodentation here
Irish memberz wiill vote the imperial
expenditares. Consequently, 4t would
seem strange under these circwnsiuuaves
to revert to the method of a tump sun.
Anothor method i3 wihat may simply be
dascribed 23 the mathcl of a quota
—that i3 to say that  Ireland
#hall pay 6 per cent. or § per cant.
or 4 per cent.,, or what you please of the
Imperial expenditures, wbich shail be
taken out of the common fund. She
will bo debited to that extent, and will
have to pay it over from her account

tn ourg. If you fix the gquota—and tho
quota f3 absolutely efastic—should the

Imperial expenditures swell, the principle
of ¢tho quots would stfll secure the ro-
lative share to be contributed by ire-
lana. :

THE XLTAOD CHOSEN.

“But there i3 & third method, which one
we adopt—that of deducting frown the
Irish revenucs thoe amourt due to Eng-
land. There is ono of these revenues to
which the greatest dificulty adheres.
When cxplatning the subject in ISS5, I
roluted out that there was a large revenue
locally ceceived in Ircland, but really be-
longing to Great Britain. Tho principal
of that revenue' was within the exclse
department. With the advantage of the
consideration which the inland revenue
degartment has had eince tho former
plan was produced, we get rid of the
difficulty altogether, as far as ¢he inland
revenue i3 .concerned. We provide that
tevenue levied in Ireland shall be revenue
Treally bolongtng 2o Ircland , that s
revenus from goods consumed in Ireland.
It is not so with the customs. With the
customs there Is a large debt frem Ire
land to this country. It is not so large
as is involved in the case of cxcise, but
still it come up to several hundred thous-
ands, If we adopted the method of quota.
we should oxpose Irish rinance to large
and inconvenieat shocks from changes in
troduced in Englisk budgets, Imperiat
resgons also would peorhaps mako It
necessery for us to do what we are, 1
thinky vy unvwilling to do,

vixz., to give Imporial officers
a mcdditng and intervening power in re-
lation to Ir.sh affalrs. (llear, hoar.) The
third plan Is to appropriate a particular
fund, 8ay this fund shall bo taken by
us, and shall stend in aequittal of all
obligations of Irecand for Imperial ser-
vices. (This fund will sweep away a.l the
difficulties of calculation and interven-
tion whioh might belorg to the quota
tnethol. Then we have the fund practt-
cally In our hands in the manigoment
of tho customs rovenue of Ireland, which
must be British. Consequently, we shal
be recelvers of a fund which whl never
€0 near the Irish exchequer. If ¢t be
detuned a falr and conveniont arrange-
ment, there can be no question of hand-
ing 1t backwards and forwards. Wo
should Kkecp it, and give Ireland a recelpt
in tull, {nmead of com.ng upon her for
heavy payments from year to year, Then,
next, the customs fund would be very
nearly the right amount. I do not kaosw
what the house might consider the right
amount. Judgmeonts might fluctuate.
Some might asay 4 per cent., wcme 5 per
cent, aome a litt.e more than 6 per cent.
But the amount ts tnis £2420000 yearly
gross. Six:y thousand pounds allowed for
colectdon leaves £2,370,003 net. With the
Imperial expenditure at 59,000,000, £2,370,-
00 i3 & sum that drops between a charge
of ¢ poer cont. and a charge of & per cent.
The Irish members will observe that by
that means everything of a pract:cal na-
ture we wil hand over to them. Though
the rates of excise and the post and tele-
graph rates will be a fixed amount, the
authority and the whoie control over
them wiLl be absolutely in the hinds of
lrish oflicers. The fund plan fa..s short
of the exactitude of the quota plun. The
latter method meets overy exigency of
peace and war ; but this plan Is not quits
30 exact.

YOSSIBLE DIFFICULTIES.

“Questiong may arise, such as, Are we
ussured that we shall obtain from Ire-
lund u falr share of assistance in great
Imperial emergency ¢ I myself am bound
to say thut I think there 13 very little
to fear from trusting the patriotism and
iiberality of the Irish leglslature. Op-
position cries of *Oh, oh!* und cheers
from the government benches.) Stinginess
wae never a vice of the Irish people, and
if we look forward very much [ am
afrald her sufferings will be due to gea-
erouy extravagance rather than to mean-
ness. When we come to a state of war
we have tu luvk to three sources—cus-
toms, excise and Income tax. With re-
sard to custums, we propose to lcave
them to our hands, so that there can be
no difliculty 1n adoptiing contributions so
far as customs arce concerned. With re-
gard to excise, We have in view a pro-
positlon to retain constderable control
in our hands, which consideradble power
will enable Great Britain to wmake sure
of having a1d from Ircland, it she thinks
such provision nccessary. The Irish bal-
ance sheéet stands thus .—~On the credit
stde would appear exelse, £3,220,000, avhile
taxation, which gues over stamps, in-
come tax, excise iiceuse, which are £1,495.-
000, postal revenue, £740,000, crown
lands, £65,000 , miscclianous, £140,000, mak-
168 4 olsd of N, Un the other side,
Irciand takes vvel Wtie whole of the civi
charges, with the exception of the con-
stubulary charyses of 13,Uu,0N, th:ald reve
enues £160,000, aud postal esrvice £790,000.
‘Weo propose that Ircland ehall take part
of the constabulary charges, amount-
ing to £1,000,00. This would bring the
Irish charges to £5160,000. \We propose
that she shall recaive against thar the
items I have put to her credit, amouniing
to £5,600,000. Twrus she will have a clear
suzplus of 100,000 with which to sturt
od ker mission.

IMPARTIAL CONSIDERATION ASKED,

“I wrill aow reicase the house {rom the
patful counideration of datatls  which
2 has pursued with unexampled pa-
c¢teace. 1 have tried to convey the fun.
Jdameawal conception und spirit of (he
scheme. I submit that the plan may be
tmpcerfect, but I hopo it will receive im-
pariind  consfderatfon. Althbugh Jere
awy be friendly and unfriendly criticisms,
t nhope I shull no: give offence whea 1
-spresg my deep conviction that a plan
viosely resombling this, ¢ not the pre
sent pruposal, of an identical
tegislative chamber for Ireland may
shortly bocomo a law. There is one risk,
and that I8 that if the controversy is un-
duly and unwarrantably prolonged the
demund for seif-goverament in Irlsh af-
fairs may dbecome a demand for the re-
peal of the uynfon and the re-establish-
momt of dugl supremacy on these fs-
fands. I hope that the ship of state wilt



