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Weregret the absence from our pages
in our present issue, of the usual amount
of original matter.  We eannot under-
stand why there should not be more
writing done by ministers and others,
Ttis certainly not because there is noth-
ing interesting to write about. for almost
every letter, private or otherwise, which
¥ereceive,contains one or more * items”
which ultimately find their way into our
fages. We hope that in future num-
bers we shall have a better supply.

“That they may be one.” 1Ie who
reads the signs of the times must rejoice
tosee the closer fellowship and fiiendly
feeling manifested by the two Establish-
el Churches of the United Kingdom.
Tnithe present issue, we draw attention,
by extracts, to the fact that men of the
very highest standing as clergy of the
Church of England have taken advan-
tage of the freedom of the Church of
Scotland, and have preached the gospel
from her pulpits.  Sueb interchange has
3 good and beneficial effect, not in anti-
tipation of an absorption by one Church

of the other, but in dcvcloping that
charity between the different members
of Christ’s flock which he meant there
should be when he gave the “ New Com-
mandment.” from which Dean Stauley
preached in Old Grey Friars’,Edinburgh.

The subject of union is cliciting some
commuent from writers in the religious
newspapers.  There seems to be some
misapprehension on the part of such
writers as to the union under the consi-
deration of the different Presbyterian
Churches of British Novth  Ameriea.
There scems to be a desire for a union of
the diflerent Synods, locally contiguous,
i.c., that, for example, the Churches of
the Lower Provinces should unite first
and then consider the larger union.—
But such is not the question before the
negotiating Churches at all; the ques-
tion before them is one of a grand large
comprehensive union, to which rmestion
we have simply to say yesor nv.  1f the
larger union falls to the ground, we will
be in a position to consider the smaller,
but not till then.



