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on from the pulpi 82  Might not the sermon .

be shertened on such occassions, and a nar-
rative, in the style of the Acts of the Apas-
tles, be given to your congregations P That
hook of Scripture has been called the Aots
of the 1loly Spirit; and would not such a
narrative tell of the actings of the same

Spirit working through the ministrations of

His servants, through the means and ordin-
ances of grace ?

'T'here are many things I may say in regard
10 New Zealand and the Presbyterian Church
there. But I must not detain the Assembly
with a lengthened statement, and I shall be
as brief as I well may.

It is a fine land ; and, if it get fair play, it
it will very soon develop into one of the best
colonies of the empire. That faic play, I re.
gret to state, it has noy received from Sir G.
Grey and his advisers. I could much wish
your countryman Colonel Gure Browne had
been left to us; and then, in all human pro-
habilty, the wretched, and ill-ccaducted war
in which the country has been involved
would have speedily been brought to an end.
However, it_is likely to come to anend new,
thanks, under God, mainly to the colonists
themselves; and if ever Christain Churches
are to work in New Zealand, now will be the
time, 'Thecountry is being more rapidly set-
ted than it Las hitheato been ; and unless you
want a population Christain in name ard
heathen in practice, we must make haste
in the work of Christ—for this farther reason
too, that such o population is the most dif-
ficult of all to work among. Who are going
to that far away land? Many go as emi-
grants usually do ; people who have no means
or way of getting on at howe who, for their
own sake or their families, think they may be
better and cunnot be worse in a colony. And
=0 they come many of them very poor, and
not a few in debt. Even if they get work at
awce, and what in this country would be re-
ckoned very high wages, living is so expen-
sive, ani eettling down attended with so
great an outlay (especially for Beople who
bave little or nothing to lay out), that gener-
ally for the first two or three years it isa
great struggle. Then it is only a certain
proportion of them who care for divine
things, and all exposed to temiptations inci-
dent to a new colony; so that whera religion
is a thing merely external, whether of rites
and ceremonies on one side, or mere mechan-
ical morality on the othes, it is very apt to
pass away. Alas! where true religion exists,
it is apt to get blighted, from the less whole-
some atmosphere ?

As to the work of evangelising, it is very
ditfeult, from there being?ittle or no supply
for the pulpit, when ministers are engaged in
it. We are worse off than any other Church-
es in this respect. The Church of Ergland
has its bishops and several retired migsiona-
ries, especially new since a good deal of Ma-
o1i Chnvistianlty bas proved false.—Thank
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God! notall of it. So also the Wesleyans
with their missionaries, their local preachers,
&e., can make progress where we are almont,
at a standstill. I need not speak of the tast
and wisdom of the Romanists, of what tl ov
, can do in hwilding churches and schools, and
" getting their whole muchinery in motiop,

We would need to follow the exampte of
i John Knox, and appoint a * Supsrintendent
_+for the Plantation of Kirkes,” otherwise that
| evangelistic work so necessary in a new coun-
! try must either come to an_end or be carried
lonina painful and ursatisfactory woy, If
I there were a small fund, raised partly at home
and partly in the colony, from the proceeds
of which (and iaterest is 10 per cent. in the
colonies)such a man could be paid, it would
be a great blee “ag. The work might indeed
he tolerabiy well done by giving any quali-
fied minister an ordained assistant. DBut the
other plan would be better, and not much
more expensive. We should like also to do
something towards the difficult work of found-
ing a college—to bring the claims of the min-
istry before the eyes and minds of the com-
muaity, But without help (of which Bishop
Selwyn gets a great deal from this couatry
for Xnglish Church collegiate purposes) the
attemp] cannot be made for a long time to
come, .

We want men, living and loving men.,
And here I must tell the truth, impugn it
whoso list, It will not do to talk of men,
“ being good enough for the colony,” while
the fact remains that, if any good 18 to be
done in a colony you must rather pick your
men. Men of piety are needed, because, al-
though there is less actual crime than at
home, the tone of morality is not so high.
There is litile of the atmospbere of Christian
love, although with many there is much kind-
ness and much h-spitality. Yet there is
much ‘improvement .n these respects; and
with an earnest ministry, and the various in-
fluences and agencies that are at work, there
will be more. Men of common sense, intel-
iigence, and catholicity of character are also
needed, Theieare so many nationalities and
so many churches represented in the same
place, that it may easily be seen how unfitted
some men are for such a sphere. Then, as a
rule, the colonists are more educated and
much more intelligent than our home congre-
gations, Men cannot have travelled so far,
and many of them all over the world, with-
out gaining a certain amount of education,
actueness, and intelligence, 'Their nunds are
pretty much out of a groove. And I am
sorry to say that in some classes semi-infidel
hooks and reviews are greatly read. The
last pattern of infidelity quickly finds its way
to the colonies, and men seldom care to in-
quire after the antidote to the poison. Then
there is Romanism, active, earnest, insidious,
with all ire machinery worked with wisdom
ar.d power, It has erected some of the best
scheals in the colony, and to these very




