
I NÔ /A SCOÏIA Ar4D ¥i-i AdJoi<IN PRtoNCES.

'rith the Establishment. It is no less gratifv- loiud applause)-and if, by r tmvi' thi, har
ing to observe that similar sentiments are ot patronage, which in itself was4 ho evil anij
both, cherished and expressed within the an incuhus,they could tlu any thio to remiooe
Church of Scotland. luring the last three obstacles in the way of a union witht many ùt
years,amovementhas been onfootto pavethe their br'ethren, milould thev n.t r'joice ih t
way for a union hetween the Free Church and such a thiatg was possible? Whîv. if patran-
the other denominati mns of dissenting Pres- age was a bad thing -as he he.d it (o be a
byterians. It is no secret that this attempt bad and an evii thing--he for one wonid
has proved a failure, and that the principles wilringly and gladly consent tu its removau,
of the Free Church and those of the other if hy its destruction there was a prospect oi
dissenting Presbyterians are-found to be irre- such a movement as that to which he had re-
concileable-at least, on certain fundamental ferred. h 'as no seC'Ft that ta hiany uf
points. 'he Free Church holds fast to the thern, in private, coirnuiications bi.d b'eo
principle of an Establishment, which the made month after ,îîtb, fmis, soni uf ibeir
older seceders, or a large portion of them, re- Free Chcbrebrt'n, as Ic bow l hev
ject; and the only barrier which stands be- would look towards the Church of Scotln'I
tween the Free Church and the Church of were'an open door prrvidei for tin.
Scotland, is the state of the law in reference bear. and applause.) Arid it wag in the pow-
to lay patronage. A strong opinion against erof the CLurch al once ta take awav a er-
this law, in its present form, has been gaining tain system wbich crippleil Ile action util
ground in the Church of Scotland, and a Cburch, 10 improve ner constitution, and gîve
movement bas been begun, to have it 'oodi- her additional force and popularisy iant
fied ta suit the progressive spirit of the counry, nd at lest o pruvide a possbilitv
times. At a meeting of the Established af union aifh those won they sim regrde
Presbytery of Ecinburgi, on te 2F5th April as brethren, a union wits those whn lie hie.-
last, an overture was brought forward ta the Iieved in prirciple they Vere si oune, ad
effect Il that the General Assenbly take inta wih whonn-bitter speeches fotwim.a aridi ,
its seriaus consideration the present law of -they were stil ue in si pathy aind theat."
patronage, with a view ta obtain some eodi- (Aofptause.) I r. Cuemioc akealuded by
fication of the saine." Mr. Cunming, the moving the traicisipi of the averture.
n-inister iho propogd the verture, used his overture was carried the Presby-
these significant words tery, by a majoriy of 22 votes against .

rhe history of their country in ime pa9t The decision was therefore al but unanimous.
-ad been, lie regrettpd ta saV, in much a re- The follawing week an overture wa hrought
efordfeccesiasticaldivisions. W.itpus. hefore the Free Churlu Synod of Lothian
iie they had cometo e wite esough ta enter and of weedale, (conprchending the Presby-

onaethige, like a perid uf unian (Ilear, ter af Edinhurgh,) of a very significant nu-
hear.) ofist their separation hum their Free' ture clearly indicating, in fact, that it owed
Churcb bretinren he indeed for ever P ]Heè its origin ta the views and sentiments whicùl
knew ot wheth r any o thei loaked towards hnd pronipted the adoption of the overture
the Churc of Swrlads- bt if bis pour word in the Estahlished Presbytery. Ia otherwords.
could have aiy eight, tie could asure hem a fla of truce has beu raised bctwecn tue two
that-bitter speelees and lard wards na- once hostile camps, the soubeds we eattne have
withrtanulie-many iu the Church of Scot- (lied away, nd bat p oaeuties seen ta b pre-
land loke.i)twards tlem witb svnpahy- paring the s aay for conprohieie and runiOn.
(bear, hear, and app)lauise)-i bat, upoan The Rev. dr. Blaikie was the proposer ai
the grouii of their comnon l>resioyteriafism, the overture in the Free Church Synod, hich
ud upon tile groulnd uh their com in piriti- as expressed in the fllowing hords -

cipies, they etili hel that they were brethreu, Il Whereas, i pi expected that the Geeral
and that they were uea<er to vacli nher tban Assemhly's Cornniee on Union wih other

ny cher Cb:rc in Sctland. (pa . lChurches will la ) a RCpor beore the As-
Time had done much ta rîarrow the Free semibly, and, whereas, it is of great import-
Church controversy of the pait. Tmat bitter ance, before caming to a decisian on ny pro-
and de!icaequestiT-spirithual independence posal of Union, that the C rh should hve
-had been treated of-mifht lie nat say, dis- feyl oppartunity considering, among other
posed of-in the Civil Courts ; and l'a Le!iev. things, the bearing o ni sch Union on hier
ed many of their brethren did noL bide fram historlical position and dlaims, aied on the poe '-
themnselves tlîat, ta say the least of it, the tible recolistructionof national Preslbyte7rîan-
Church oh Scotlanil was aiogether as Tree, ism in saonay wih er principle: It s
and altogeherTas independent as they. (Hear, humly overtured ta the veterable the Gen-
hear, and applause.) 1f that were sn, there eral Assembly, that the nieportof the Co-
reiiaincd but the one quettion of non-intru- mitte be simplY laid on the table for tht
ion. Wih regard t Lhe question v noern- deliberate tonsideration of the Churc , in

trusion, many oh them, especiahly a large Pro- order that the tuhject may thus ripened
Portion ofhe voutger men within the Church, for final discussion. Dr. Blaikie, o te
deeply feU. that a violent seulement in a parish course of his speech, said :-" t is the very
,as an incalculable evil--(hear, hear, and seanse I have of duty in thie mater, that


