IN WO /A 8COTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCKE,

'with the Establishment. It is noless gratify-
ing to observe that similar sentiments are
both. cherished and expressed within the
Church of Scotland. During the last three
years,amovement has been onfoot to pave the
way for a unioa between the Free ("hurch and
the other denominatiins of dissenting Pres.
byterians. It is no secret that this attempt
has proved a failure, and that the principles
of the Free Church and those of the other
dissenting Presbyterians arefound to be irre-
concileable —at least, on certain fundamental
points. The Free Church liolds fast to the
principle of an Dstablishment, which the
‘older seceders, or alarge portion of them, re-
ject; and the only barrier which stands be-
tween the Free Church and the Church of
Scotland, is the state of the law in reference
to lay patronage. A strong opinion against
this law, in its present formy, has been gaining
ground in the Church of Scotland, and a
movement has been begun, to have it modi-
fled to suit the progressive spirit of the
times. At a meeting of the Established
Presbytery of Edinburgh, on the 25th April
last, an overture was brought forward to the
effect ¢ that the General Assembly take into
its serious consideration the present law of
Jpatronage, with a view to obtain some modi-
fication of the same.” Mr. Cumming, the
minister who proposed the overture, used
these significant words:—

“'The history of their country in time past
had been, he regretted to say, too much a re-
‘eord of ecclesiastical divisions. Wasitnot pos-
aible they had cometo be wise enough to enter
womething like a period of uniou? (Hear,
hear.) Must their separation from their Free
Church brethren be indeed for ever? He
knew not whether any of them looked towards
the Church of Scotland ; but if his poor word
could have any weight, he could assure them
that—bitter speeches and hurd words not.
withstanding—many in the Charch of Scot-
land looked towards them with sympathy—
(hear, hear, and applause)—and that, upon
the ground of their common Presbyterianism,
and upon the ground of their common priu-
ciples, they still felt that they were brethren,
and that they were neacer to each other than
any other Chureh in Scotland. (Applause.)
Time had done much to narrow the Free
Church controversy of the past. 'I'hat bitter
and delicate question —spiritual independence
—had been treated of—might he not say, dis-
posed of—in the Civil Courts j and be believ.
ed many of their brethren did not hide from
themselves that, to say the least of it, the
Church of Scotland was altogether as free,
and altogether as independent as they. (Hear,
hear, and applause.) 1f that were so, there
remaincd but the one question of non-intru-
sion,* With regard to the question of nor-in-
trusion, many of them, especially a large pro-
portion of the younger men within the Church,
deeply felt that a violent settlement in a parish
was an incalculable evil-—(bear, hear, and
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1loud applaure)—and if, by removivg this har
i'ot patronage, which in itself was wuu evil and
i an incubus, they could do anything to removie
| obstacles in the way of a union With ‘wany «f
| their brethren, should they nat rejoice tha't .
such a thiag was possible P Wiy, if patron-
‘age was a bad thing —as he hedd it to be a
bad and an evii thing——he for one wouid
willingly and gladly consent w0 its removal,
if by its degtruclion there Was a prospect of
such a movement as that to which he had re-
ferred. It was no sectet that to many of
them, in private, commaunications bad been
made month after month, from some of their
Free Church brethren, as to how gladly they
would look towards the Church of Scotland
were an open door provided for them. ‘(Hear,
hear, and applause.) And it was in the pow.
er of the Ci.urch at onceto take away a cer-
tain system which crippled the actiou of the
Charch, to improve ner constitution, and give
her additional furce and popularity in the
country, and at least to provide a possibility
of union with those whom they still regarded
as brethren, a union with those whom he be-
lieved in principle they were still one, and
with whom—Dbitter speeches notwithetanding
—they were still one in sympathy and heart.”
(Applause)  Mr. Cummicg concluded by
moving the transmission of the overture.
This overture was carried by the Presby-
tery, by a majority of 22 votes against 2.
The decision was therefore all but unanimous.
The following week an overture was brought
before the Free Church Synod of Lothian
and Tweedale, (comprehending the Preshy-
tery of Edinburgh,) of a very significant nu-
ture, clearly indicating, in fact, that it owed
its origin to the views and sentiments which
! had prompted the adoption of the overture
| in the Established Presbytery. In other words,
| a flag of truce has been raised between the two
once hostile camps, the sounds of battle have
died away, and both parties seem to be pre-
paring the way for compromise and re-unicn.
The Rev. Dr. Blaikie was the proposer of
the overture in the Free Church Synod, which
was expressed in the following words:—
« Whereas, it is expected that the General
Assembly’s Commitiee on Union with other
Churches will lay a Report before the As-
sembly, and, whereas, it is of great import-
ance, before coming to a decision on any pro-
posal of Union, that the Church should have
full opportunity of considering, among other
things, the bearing of such Union on her
historical position and cluims, and on the pos-
sible veconstructionof nationol Presbyterian-
ism. in harmony with her principles: It is
humbly overtured to the venerable the Gen-
eral Assembly, that the Reportof the Com-
mittee be simply laid on the table for the
deliberate consideration of the Church, in
order that the suhject may be thus ripened
for final discussion. Dr. Blaikie, in the
course of his speech, said :—*1t is the very
gense I have of duty in this matter, that




