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publishers are more and more nearly approaching, begins with an
absolutely exhaustive collection of the cases bearing upon the
gunject in hand, and a search for the underly.ng principles which
should be applied to its decision. From the casges collected is
prepared an elucidation of the prineiples involved, so clear that
the reader will have no diffieulty in determining what the law is,
and why, setting out each cise fully enough to indieate how the
principle was applied in it, and just what it is worth as a prece-
dent, indicating the best-reasoned cases, and those decided by
the strongest judges. so as 1o enable tife lawyer or judge to ex-
amine the fewest cases possible in the preparation of brief or
opinion, All eases are so elassified, harmonized and distinguished
that the needed one may be found in the shortest time, and if any
reason exists why a partieular one should or should not rule the
one under consideration that reason is plainly pointed out.  This
gives ample seope for the profound study and counstructive
ability of the text-hook writer, and the exhaustive and painstuak-
ing care of the case lawyer, aud furnishes to the profession a com-
hination of principle and ease which is of the highe:'t value. This
is modern annotation in the true sense. By way of emphasis,
this kind of annotation may be compared with the work of the
digester. A digest paragraph is a mere index of the case for
which it is prepared, without any thought of its relation to other
cases upon the sawme subject. It is prepared not to shew the
principle involved, but the mere aceidents of the ease as indieated
by its facts. The result is that cases based upon the same prin-
eciple may be so classified as to be found under different titles
in the digest. A digest section, therefore, may not only not
refer to all the cases which ought to be consulted to know the
law with which it purports to deal, but even the cases which it
does contain are not prepared for the purpose of shewing the
law, but to shew what the decision was on a particular state of
facts. Omne can gain little more comprehensive knowledge of a
subjeet by reading a section of a digest than he could gain from
a hook by reading its index. Annotation states the law; a digest
shews where one can find the law, A digest is & valuable aid in




