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a level with the gencral surface, or rather fuls ail the depressions
along its course, and in consequence is made up of a succession
of lgke expansions conpected by short stretches of rapids, where
the river is often broken into several channels by large islands-
Below this distance the channel contracts and in five miles the
river descends more than 200 feet into a distinct valley well be-
low the level of the surrounding country ; and from there to its
mouth always follows a distinct ancient valley cut down into the
solid rock from 300 to î,ooo feet belowv the surrounding country.
Between the first and the second gorge, wvhich is about eighty
miles lower down strear.., the river is almost a continuous suc-
cession of heavy shaltow rapîds sa bad that the stream, is not
used by the Indians. At the second gorge, or Eaton Canon, the
river passes through a narrowv cleft in the rocks and falis more
than 300 feet in less than a mile. Below Eaton Canon the river
continues with a very rapid current for 175 miles ta, where it joins
the Larch River, a very large branch from the ivestward, which
wvas subsequently explored in 1896. From th.- confluence ta,
these two large streains ta its mouth ninety miles helaw the
Koksoak River varies frorn haîf a mile to two miles in width,
and bas everywvhere a swvift current, so that the discharge is
probably greater than any other streamn in Labrador.

I t had been intended that the party should winter at Fort
Chimo, a Hudson's Bay post situated about thirty miles above
the mouth of the river, but on aur arrival there, we Iearned that
during The previaus winter the Indians and Eskimo belonging
ta this post had suffered grievously fromn famine, so that, of the
former, upwvards af io persans hiad perished of starvation,
wvhile among the latter several families had been nearly wiped
out. This calamity va.s due ta th*e failure of the herds of barren-
graund caribou ta make their usual mirgation fromn the barren
graunds -Southivard, to- the. wooded regiîons- in tbe late a 'utumn
and, winter. As the Indians of the region depend almost wbolly
on the deer for bath food. and clathing, the failure of the, supply
reduced them ta abject poverty, apd w.as thç direct cause af the
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