
THE CHIRISTIAN OBSERVER,

1oxy or a bond of union, is suficient of
itsOlf te Bond te the shades cvcry husuan
creed on the face of thc carth.

A creed must citlîcr contain the wkole
B3ible (%vhicli is the word of God), loss thit
the Bible, or more than the bible. If it
contains thc whole Bible, then, ivititout con-
trovcrsy, ià is an infallible standard, for it
buasts of an infallible Author. If it con
tains less than the Nvord of God, thein, ni-'
thougli kt may bie pure, es far as kt goes, it
is dei*ective-it Jacks a part of that truth
whicli was givcn by inspiration, that the
muan of Ood niiglît bc thoroulily furniished1
to evcry good wuik Men iay classlfy the
truths of God's word, and spcak of cssen.t
tia1s 'and non-cs-itiztls, fundamentitis and
circumstantials, and may tlîus, fromi
the Book of Goti, select runterials for a
ci-ccd; and arraing Uic truthi sclected in
the habiliments of %worldly wisdom, theyl
may say, IlBelîold oui- standards!" But
however mucli truth, such creeds may cm'
brace, tlîey fall far short of the rich, thc
full, the sublime ci-ced whicli Jclîovali has,
in the frpeness of bis love, given to mian, foi
doctrine, for reprooif, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness. If a creed, con-
tains more titan the Bible, it contains lie-
resy. The balance ni.y bclong to Reine,
or Gencva, or \VestrnhLiter, or Oxford; but
it belongs net to flie authentic standard
whici Christ lias given f0 his people. To
swvear allegiance tb such a ci-ccd, is promis-

ing toecrr. Lt is tu insult the IIoly Spirit,
antd te magnify ituman wisdom, if flot liu-
man folly. God lias given te us a perfect
crecd. It is neither tee -long nor tee short.
It contains neithier tee much nor tee littie
instruction,butis absoluitelypcrfcct. To tk
frein, or te add te the Divine standard is to in-
cur the mostearful responsibility. To assume
fliat human isdomn an devise a bettcr test
of orthodoxy, or furnisis a botter bond of
union than the Blible, is te impugn thc wis-I
dom of God. To constitute a Ituman pi'-
duction, howevcr excellent it xnay be ini the
main, the source and the centre of ultinntef
appeal in n cliurch of Christ, is bt a certain
extent, te rojci the counscl of God, and te
place a systein, in whicli the cemminglin'r
cîcinents of tmtth nnd errer foras one gnn
wholc, above tlic infallible documents given
for our guidance by t'1e IIoly Spirit.

But, it is said, thse Bible alone is not a
sufficient bond of union, inasniuch as yen
cannot tell what a man believcs, wbo simply
étays that lie believes the whole Bible.
This is, in part, truc. And it is cqunlly
truc, that yen canot tel -what a mpai be-
lieves, who simply says tlint lie believes thec
whole ci-ced. lie may bc High-cliurcb or
Low-church ia bis sentiments, Old-sclsool, or
New-school, Arniiniaa or C a1vinistic: bis
belief may bc a ligliter, or darkier, or a ne-
dium shade of the belle! of seinqt of these
schools; hence bis processed adherence te'

r i en-ed, throws little light upon his
relfil. Now, what is the practical re-

mcdy for this? The answcr ie at iîand. clause relating tibthecextensionof the ]Parliamentaul
lL all pure communities of God's people, fleprcscntation, it docnot conitain a Sinigle apPiit4
candidates for ehurch-mensbership, or for intimation of the ineasures whiehi the Goveratet

any church, office, mnust undergo a careful intcnd to introduce affectiîig this section of the Pro-
personal exaintîtion; und they, are reccivcd vince. We confess, howvever, that we have oui-
or riejecteti according as they arq demeti suspicions that the oiowing Passage is dessgned to
sound or unsound by thec ciîminiing body. foreshadow a coîsservative policy vjith respect toe
Nor li tlîcir declaration fiait they believe a certain ceclesiasticail nuisance, against which the
the wvliole ci-ced gain for themn admission people or tipper Canda, wiîli remarkablc unalni-
inte the elsurch, unless if be found titat aîîîy, have uttered a voice cf unequivocai and ern-
they and their catecitisers understand its pliaîîc condemrnation. Wocrefer te the eidowrnxen
teîtclings, at ieast, goiieral 'y aike. Nowy, of religions secte ont of the fonds of the atate. His,
is it net quite as easy for a clîurclî te agrce Excellency says:-
in flîcir unde' c,.iiditig of tlic Book ef &od, t'The gept fCad, hte they,-justly apr
as iL is for tacin te zigrec i lfcir under- prccîateth reqiuîrcîbseîts cf an age olî rogres,

standing of a ituman production ? If tiîey a'rc attached to their institutions, and Taithfül tci'

can s;ttisfaictorily explain.te cadi otîser i îi terl traditions, and I ain confident tlsat yoté
whit Igbttiîy en'rd bc octins fugh tu eanetly endeftvour, in, humble rejialice oS
whatligit heyregrd he dctrnestaulittheDivine blesing, to promnote ini this Spirit their

andi duties cnjoined in thc ci-ccd, can tlîey best interests."7
net witli equad satisfaction te ecdi otîter WVbat institutions are thesewhich fis Excellency
deVdlope their vicwvs of Uhe doctrines tauglif or lais govemment is dcsirous sisould receive thse
andi dulies enjoined ini thte Bible? Andi fostering care of Parliament '1 or what arc tisowe
cmn it be, tlsat mnen arc more liable te err in traditions wvhose influence on the public mind iW
harmenizing on the simple trutli of God, likely to bcejeopardized by somne adverse act cf thse
than tlîcy are in harmenizîng on a systero legislature 1 Why, doubtless, thse inslitiitions iii

arrangcd byt!ic banti cfliunaaify? Who question, arc sorne threc or four' corporations, nis-
cait coi-dialh bolieve tiss? namedcx churches, of opposing interests and preten-

We car' net Iiow nsany commentaits sions and aninîated by no common sentiment, but
gee0d men wite-biow xnnny books fiey an inordinate craving aller thse public fonds. And
publisis as expioîents O! tîseir relig-ions sets- the "8traditions" have refèece to the Ilrigs Il,?
tirnents, but wvc pray that fthe tme maY the 4 vested riglits" it innbe, of hireling prieste.
soon arrive, when thc Bible, and thte Bible Ilisegse stermw olv n atno

alon, wll frm he onsttuton"ad Cecdpublic plunder. Now, from sncb institutions and
of every chi-cIi of Christ on carth. jsuris traditions, thepeople of Canada aredeteriminceJ

that tise govemment shah stana aloat; andi we
trust tisai, as %vell for the sake, oftei lbcieor »

'dLJhlILl.IUI&. ir safety, the latter wilt net opposr r«.emselves'

te tbe popular wvill. WVe baver no apprelsensiont
OPENUIG 0r PAEIhI T. wisatever that thse lisiature cais be ii&ducd te ie-

cede froin tise Position ivhicis it toc& on ti questiont
TUEf GOVERsOti-GENrEaALS SPZUCII. last sessien. Tise sentence of death standerecordeY

Ris Excellency thse Goveraor-Gu.jeral opne againet tise Il Beset, ancdbotis thse people and the'
the fourtis session of the prescrit Provincial Par: parliarnent wilI sterniy insist on its exeention-
liainent, on Tuesday tise 20th ult. Ris Exccllcncy SPEECH -
arrived at tise Parliament lieuse at about half-past Hosourable Centlemen of Pie .Lrgld4lfe COumei:,
three o'cloek, P. M., wherc lie ivas igrectid with Gentlemen of thse .Legiskilire Asseinbly~:

many a loa and bearty cheer froma thse citizens In a-,ain meeting -yon' for the disc'nsxge of Our-
wlîe had ý.sscmblc in coasideralle nîiinbers te Legislàtive duties, it afferds me much satisfactios

whtnces tise cercmony. The doors of thse hall te congratulate you on tise generaiprosperityofltfie
of te Lgisatie Cuncl bin-thrwn penforProvince.
of tse cgilatvc eunil bingthrwa peafor Thse crop of last yearw% abotndant - thse revenue

the admission or the public, a fui-ious rush N"a fri Cutsio, and thse trafflo on ii Provincial
made intc, thse building, ansd a scene cf aiproar and Canais, are sicadily encreasing; and tise secuntues
confusion eîîsued, whlich, te cuir vscw, prescntcd n of thse Province commnand a isigh price.

sconie in ludicrous contrast %vith the regal pomp TMie efl'cct cf recent changes in tise Imperial Nfa-
and ceremnons parade uit clsatacterised other vigation Law is al3o bc nning te be felt in tise

pars c tse rocednge Seson a th "umulimore frcqueat resoit of qoreign Shipping I u
pars f te rocedngs S son s te l trnlt&aports. I sallcged, however, by persona cu

had dwindlcd te a calria," a..d a moderate degree ncctcd with the Sisipping Interest, tisatcertain pro-

cf quiet had iscen restored, his Exccllency rend provisions Of thse Immigration Act are inrasfour-
fromthethrne he peec wegiv beow. able te the extension cf a valuable branch cf oui-
frou th sirne ise peeh wegiv belw. Import Tracte. Thse %usisect is an important oui,

VT arc inclincd te regard this production as a and I rccotnmend, it te your consi deration:
masterpîccc in its %%uy; for neyer did s'egal or vice- Uncler tisese favourable circumetances, tise for-
regal speech se ncarly fulfil thsc condition sviich is thrm veinent oftîe measof interaicomniiiui

bel t icldeth isghstfoaso!exellnc, f atenha recently engaged a large sisare of pub lic
bel I inhie te ighstfor, f eceleneofattcntion. In men prs of Western Canada, ta-

wisicis documents of this clans are susceptible, via., pili has been apple etesvlsd thm h
that tlsey be couched mt se vague and indeterninate advantageby p *sn iterested ini thse sevezil loca-
a diction, as tlsat tisey inay be made toa mean any litiesand bycters te the contruction cf good coun-

tiig or notlsing as mnay suit thse convenience or Setonis; ad therone wh te ie of I emànbtl
caprice of tise exectitive. WViti tise exception o al forward imaportanit line a! Rlway.
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