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of some queer carving, or a doll of
strangest construction, queer sandals or
shoes, these are all a very definite por-
tion of the “ university education.”

Finding the inestimable value of curios
early in life, the leader earnestly set ‘her-
self to secure some object from each mis-
sion land. Rach was put to perpetual
ase, loaned in many directions, made to
serve God, as a sort of trust fund, How
those curious began to pour in after a
time ! missionaries finding their very
active service would contribute a store of
those inexpensive yet priceless trifles that
make customs real.

One old woman in a little country
church once said to the leader : “ All my
life I have wanted to see a Chinese wo-
man’s shoe.” It came in that first lot
of Chinese *rifles, the determining factor
of a now very remarkable collection,
These have also served to start many an-
other useful collection. The little book-
marker made by ““ Miss Turtle,” of Japan,
never fails to stir to a deeper realization
of the energizing power to Christ’s love.
8he was hopelessly paralyzed from birth,
and lay like a log for eighteen weary
vears, unwilling to learn anything. Then
she heard of Christ, and at once was
roused to a desire to help her family.
Only able to move her head, she learned
to use her mouth, teeth, and tongue to
cut and make book-marks which readily
found a sale. One marks the seventy-
eighth Psalm : “Can God ?” The mar-
vels of his power are still manifesting
themselves if ome has but learned to
recognize them,

The business part of the meeting was
kept by the boys for the close, on the
ground that “any fellow who comes late
deserves to miss the best part.” Thus
the reports of secretary and treasurer
tame next, followed by new business,
The yearly election of new officers makes
the first fall meeting especially important.

The third period of prayer brings the
hour to its prompt close. Now all rise
and reverently repeat the Lord’s Prayer,
followed by a pause of silent prayer,

The second meeting of the year took
up “ Heroes of the Mission Field,” a most
stimulating topic. At the preceding
meeting one was assigned, and some small
turio was offered as a reward for the best
written account. If information was not
€asy to find, a leaflet about the hero
would be given to each boy, or if like
Livingstone each might search for him-
®If.  The little “Hero Serles” were
often of service, The president was
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starting for Englang when we were te
have Livingstone, so a letter informed
him he was appointed to visit his grave
at Westminster Abbey and tell us about
it.  This was a wonderful errand. A
note from him reported the commission
fulfilled, and the first fall meeting had
as “new business ” rerbert’s reading ot
the full epitaph which he had copied.
This was placed in the portfolio of the
band, where are kept the sketches of
heroes, the maps the boys have made, and
other memorabilia.

At the Livingstone meeting the large
map had an unusual decoration : lines
made by red ribbon marked his journeys,
thus forming a crude cross in the im
terior. At the spot where his heart was
buried there was a special mark,

For many years this band has beem
training boys, and two former members
are Student Volunteers, Visiting at the
boys’ homes has always given an ad-
vantage in knowing the mothers, These
mothers are mostly church-members whe
should be interested contributors to mis-
sions, but all are not. Could a double
work be done ?  Why not try to draw in
the mothers, too ? They were visited,
or, when this was not possible, letters
were written to them. The boys haé
previously, at one of their own enthusizs-
tic meetings, been told to present the plias
to their mothers that they were to be-
come possessors of Dr. Arthur Smith's
book on China. The boys meanwhile took
up the delightful little companion volume,
‘“China for Juniors,” azd if any of the
questions in it could not be answered from
its pages, the mother's book was to be
used. The mothers responded with de-
lightful alacrity til nearly every home
had a copy of “ Rex Christus,” and sew~
eral sets of the illustrative pictures were
also purchased. Thus fo forty cents s
‘ missionary library ” was started.

When the plan was further explained,
the mothers seemed very grateful for the
training their boys were receiving in the
mission band. They had felt that the
“ heroes "—Livingstcne, Nevius, and
others—about whom the boys had beem
writing, had not only given them lessons
In composition, but lessons in the great-
ness which merits the * crown that fadeth
Dot away.” The little prizes of some
trifle from China or elsewhere showed the
mother how each boy, little and big, was
appreciated, and every one who came to
that house would be shown the plece of
palm leaf on which the Lord's Prayer




