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question, for bebind it a negation lav hid.”

He meant to say, “* Now you are in deep was

r,
Ne answer can exp'ain trath,” 1 FIND IN
HIM NO FAULT AT ALL. A striking test -
wony to his pure and blamcless life. Heb, 7.

206, ate

Why did not
viction ?

stand by his own con-

moh,
ilate sent Jesus to Herod,

to be in Jerusa e,

to Pilate, wi

who ehianced
Horod returned bim

o mwade a feehle eff vt to save

Liim., Bt the intonation that in this case
he woukd show disioyalty (o Cisir was too
much to be resistod, henee he condemmned

the Lordto desth, Destitute of mean iness,

he did a wiched dead, which God, how

ever,  overruled aording to his  own
purposes.  Acts 4. 27, U8,
3. LEssons,

L. B ware of a prejudiced judge A wenk

judge smarts under reasonable 3. The

spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom. Chirist s

kmgdom not to be sustained by foree of woms

5. To bear witness to trath, a royal detiny,
6. Christ is king,
English Teaclier's Notes
tr just cne
episode in the teial of Christ, the foaner of the

In this lesson we have to

two couversations between him and Pilate alone
inside the ** judgment ball.”  But to understand
what happened hef FFor

stance, the passs

It we must

e for reading be
Pilate's question to Jesus, ** Art thou the King
of the Jews "
We

And observe, we do not tind the reason in the

But why should he ask such a
(uestion ¥ must tind out the reason of it,
prezeding verses, nor in Jolin's gospel at all ;
nor yet in Matthew or Mark, where the sam
difficulty occurs ; but ouly
shows the importan «

in Luke-—which
f comparing the gospels
tozether, and supplementing one by the other,

In Luke 2;

2, ve find the charge preferred
against Jesus. 1t was threefold, namely, that
he (1) “ paverted the pation,” (2) opposed the
payment of tiibute, (3) cal ed himself king.
The second accusation was divee.ly false, as we
k ow; the first and tuird were false in the
sense intended by the accusers, but true in
another sense; for he did scek to furn the
people, ouly this was conversion, nos perversion

and he did claim to be the King of the Jews,
aye, of men generaily,  But we have only to do
now with this last cliarge,

Why did the chicf priests make this charge
at all 7 It was enough to make Pilate suspicious
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He was too weak to resist a clamorous |

18 with |

ANNER.

of them, for he well knew they hated the
nan rule, and wounld only he t

1 to have
an independent king ; and even if they did not
like th

| was

g

particular candidate to the throne, it
at all events that they should
to the enemy.  Bat the
fact appears to have heen that they had not
intcnded to 1
| John 15,20,

stiar

|
accuse him

| commen

LAY
30, it would

e osuch a complaint,  Froin

seem that tiey were

Staken aba K" (s we should say) at having to
specify a charge at all. Probably they thought

e would just take then vwaed for it that
the prisoner ought todic, and give thom at one
a warrant for his exceu im. Very hkely he
had done sobefore ! And whe rhaps struck
with te meck and holy face of Jesus, he said

“What a
they had to trump up a charge on the spur of

susation bringg ye against Hos man

the moment, and tried so to put it as to excite
a Roman governor’s alarm and wrath.,
Considering what Jesus hed suffered during

the nig ., first in Gethsemane,

and then in th
Pila e

s

house of Ca

cannot wonder f
that

could be a el

¥, We

heard with redulons

I

wonder

poor, Worn, sulering man

to be feared, and

asked, with a sort of con
temptuous pity, **Ave oo the King of tin
Jews?" dnall four Gospels the *thou™ 1
emphaticin the Gre K. T'h s i
asked publiciy, (Matthew, i
Jesus at once ** confossed”—¢ Thou sa.est 1ty
being an idioma ie equivalent for © yes,” Then

the verses of our passage come in between the
| 14th and 17
Gth of Mark
Finding thav Jesas

the Hohand
fth of Luk

woull give no further

virses of Mate, 27,

15, and the Srd and
23,
answer to the acensation

| Pilate took him

now heaped upon him

in-doors, hoping to get

out of him privately, anl then re cated th

same (uestion,

There are a goodl many ditficulties in the
short conversation that followed, hut an attemjt
at an explana‘ion may here be offured,

CNayest thon
this of thys.1f, or did others tell it thee of me ?”
scems to have been to warn l'ilate against his

The desi n of Jesus' question,

| answers: ** 1t you, the governor, do not know

of my being engaged in seditious plots, is it
likely that these charges are true?”  Pilate
| reprics, in eflect, “lam noJew: 1 know and
| care nothing about their wilil notions of a com-

ing king. I'hey brought you here : what have
He never dreamed that the poor
prisoner Lefore him was seriusly gong to claim

i you done




