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dent-of the society, the venerable Earl of Shaftesbury. No more energetic
ior otherwise iperfect representative of the far-reaching organization of -%hichl
lie ie the hea'd' could have been selected than the veteran combatant in the
cause of humanity, who fouglit, ivhile yet Lord Ashlay, for the Ton Hours'

lUI, who lias since given a large interpratation to the duties of a landowvner
to his poomer people, and who lias, during a long and industrious lifo, probably
done as miuch actual good te mankind as any living man. Lord Slinftesbury
hias admirable associates in the work of carrying out the object of the Bible
society. The committee is solece.-d from cliurcli and dissent, and ivitlî its

tsiib-cominittees seems to carry on its work with energy as well as discrimuin-
ation. IL would iii this place be too long to allude to the numarous lay and
clarical calebrities who, are aither 'vice-presidents or niembers of committee.
IL will suffice to, state of the working staff that INr. Joseph Hoaro is the
treasurer, who distributes some £240 ,000 per annum ; that the Rev. John
Sharp, M.A., and the Rav. W. Major Pauli are the secretaries ; that the
Rev. William WVright, D.D., ils the superintendent of the translating and ed-

titorial department; and Mr. Charles Finch the assistant foreign and finan-
cinl secretary.

The latter gentleman was good enougli te show nie several more of the
treasures of the Bible House, a No. 146 Quen Victoria Street ib called. In
addition to, the fine Millais just mentioiîed are several portraits of the dis-
tingnishied men who have from. time te tima sharad in the work of the society

i sucli as Wilberforce, Henry Thornton, Granville Sharp, and the firat presi-
dent, Lord Teignmouth.
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sic he tlascruatdmretat hnrdmiloso e Bibes Testa
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outgoings, that is ail. And 'we have, as a matter of course, always a large
stock. You are awvare, that.except in spccial cases, we do not actually give

1our books away. %N sali many of themn at a ba8s, made good by subscrip-
tiens. For irstaaLce, we sella sixpenny Bible, which, costs us eightpenca ;
and we have penny Testaments. It is desirable that possessors should attach
sume value te their property. lIt dees net matter how sniall that value May
be; but people are apt te disragard whiat is given away. WVhat wa claini to,
have effectad is an enorm.as reduction in the price at whicli Bibles can ha
purchased, and the organization of a systerri, of colportage by which they may
ho breuglit te every houseliold?"

"This library should contain xnany rare and curious volumes of Soripturasl"
"A few gifts wva have, and inost of these ware axhibited at the Caxton

celebration a few years ago. Here is a Miles Coverdale Bible, and numarous
mamorials of Tyndalea; but we have not tlîe Mazarine or other Bibles of great
value. They 'would. net be given te us, and we should certainly net buy
thien. Our mission is net bibliographical, but toeaxtend the area and fruit
cf the teaching cf the Scriptures by multiplying copies of them in avery at-
taisiable langur- -e at the lowest possible price. Eera are specimens cf
the octave Bible in the type called "'saali pica." lIn the beginning of the
century it was pricad at 12s. par copy. Here, is the old book, and haie the

Inew oe, which co3ts 2s. 9d. Haie are sohool Bibles in nonpareil and peari
type. The old eues cost 4s. 6d. and às. 2d. ; tha naw respactively la. and
Od. each. The free contributions, amounting last yaar te 144,9'101. 4s. 3d.,
anabla us te, sel! these bocks below the cost of production te .schools and the
tpoor, and to make absolutely free grants wheîe they are shown te be neces-

1 aary. But our main idea la that cf chaapening the soriptures, and distribut-
1 ing them from house te house by the system known as colportage. We dis-


