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"have thierefore remnainied ilnact, and ihieir subsequeni history is
a record of progress sticl as alwavs -attends seif-reliance, origîn-
ality and mental inidependence."

"h ,"lie proceeds, '" the languaige moreient. in lreland
is sonieihing wider zand deeper -.nd richer in promise for the future
than philology or antiquarianism. ht i.-, a national niovemient iii
the fullest scuse. Its aimi is to restore, to concentrate, and to
discipline hIe vital forces of a weak and %vounded nation. These
thingn." hie con tends, " xill have been accomiplishied whien thiere
is a strong- linsl toile and coloring- tîpon all aur thouglhts, and
féeliins, and action ; %when ive are genuine Irislinien ;tfter the
pntterîl of iliose wbo went before us for thousands of years. I n
Irish soil ho-da-y," lie. points out (in tlîiq zgrceine- %viit such

studcnts of the subject as Thomas Davis, Douglas Hyde, and
William O'B3rien), " there are latent energies, vague niovenments,
rudinientarv instincts Ilhat need but Ille breatlîh whisper of ouir
fathlers Io rouise thenm once more Io Ille high-ts. and vigYor, andI
11111 swcecp t a national lite. Otir thir3lys," lie continuies,
"lias need Io be fcrtilizcd bv thec seed-bea-riing xviids and the

tgencrous Showers ai nationa-l tradition. But national traditions,"
tbis Irish priest concludes, "'calî exist nowhiere save ini the
national Llauc"

If nelihesis ain elemient of patriotisni zand unity a
cliaracteristic, then UIl inovcnient posscqses two quadities ai
national importance-. That ilie Irish language niovemient lias
iliese iN demionstraied hy tlie tact flit, without ziny positions of
enit-lumnent or of poliiical imiportanmce ta offer, it lins neverthcele-s
autrzîcted Io itself nicti from every r.nk condition and political

;liliatnioî iii the oId landI. It i-- noi nleccssary Io particularize hiere
in viev of wlîat lias alrecadv becin said in tUae coniiection. Siîîce

iis inception to Ille present dav, plirity tif motive andI unitv of
aiction, on Ille p.irt ai those dîrectinig it, have distinguislied the

nîatvecae:t. Aud l iven ance caxî?iders the ivid.elvdivergcint viewvs,
polilic:îl andI rliof iihs meni, anthe cUichracter oa acoulntrv
wlinse nmodern life li:iN lcn ten vexed liv the talr if tact-

ion, it senis iincredîle ihiat zscli a distinctly intional %vork as hIe
reviva-l et tlîc Irish langî.aige ýli4i1iîld ha.-ve escaped natoualy bl;înk


