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ject to ineutral (and therefore seetarian) schools, is an infringe-
meînt of the divine and inalienable righlts of conscience, to wliceh
no0 single individual, mnuch less, any îninority, large or small,
sliould be coînpelled to subinit in a country whichi boasts of en-
joying "civil and religions liberty."

The trouble is that, with. the extrernist, whether Catholie,
Protestant, or "cnational-unioiiist," reason, theory, even element-
ary justice and chariây, the existence of systeis other than his
own, have, apparenlty, no appreciable wveiglit. Sued persons are.
of course-sp91eakzing witli ail reverence-as God mnade tlîem, and
it is no imani's part, could lie so inucli as conceivably dare to
quarrel with ILis hiandiwork. But it is the part of every man wlio
]qves God, elharity, bis country and his neiglibour, to bring every
fact to beur thiat eau be adduced in support of a systeîn whichi
shaIl be just, efficient and practicable, yet, at the saine tixn-e, and
as the sole condition of justice, effieienz;y and practicability, flot
rnerely '<reljgious" in any vague sense, or in the sense that
-#e-acher and pupils are of thc saine faith, but theological and "de-
nomninational" ini the strictest sense of either terim.

No apology is, thierefore, offered for the somewhat lengthy
quotations hiere following; quotations whichi, whule takien froni so
standard a work of reference as the eleventhi edition of the
Bncyc1opacdia, I3ritanica.,' and therefore easily accessible, miglit
not, perhaps, be souglit for, iD connection with -thc present sehiool
controversy, save by 011e who, like the present wvriter, desires to
prove a particular poinlt.

We assume, then, first, the weaknesses of our provincial sys-
tens of primary education, as above briefly detailed; next, the
dlaim that. taking Canada as a whole, flic population is either too
strongly MIYotestant or too "mixed" to allow of a "confessional"
system of state sehools; and, lastly, that it is facts that count, and
practical sïxccess in attaining thc professed ends of education, flot
tieories, hiowever plausible or irrefutabie they maay appear to le.

Let the appeal to facts be made, by ail means. Canada, as a
Protestant, or "mixed" flationality, cannot and could never, as
t-y any conceivable possibility-if the "facts" are as claimed-
tolerate a syrtem of primary (and secondary) education whidh
lias been ini force, to all intents and purposes, for nearly t-wo cen-
turies-in Protestant Prussia, the leading state of an empire
which ranks, surely, first among the great powers of the Continent
of Europe. "State interference in education," says the authority

'Vol. VIII. p. 522. Vol. XXII. p. 965.
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