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The Paschal Candle is compessd of pure heeswax, and in
some of the old English ¢hurches. hefore agland heeame Pro-
testant, was colessal. [n 1577 the Pas-hal Candle made for \Woest-
minster Abbey weighed three hundred pounds.  This candle is
also a symbol of the Pillar of Fire which lights the Spiritual
Tsracel throvgh the wilderness of the world,

Closely cenreeted with {hs Paselial Candle s the *iloly
Pive.” The fziding of fire at Rastertide is a custoem which dates
From the beginning of Christianity : and it was perhaps derived
From pre-Christian chservances whieh commemorated {he coming
of Spring. When Christianity beesine deminant. the Chureh be-
-ame a depository of the sacved fire: and a Tamp was kept hurn-
ing to indicate its preserce to the reeple. Phere are still in
existence some ¢f the old contrivances for ihe Hehting of the
saered fire: they are known as **Cressels™ and may he seen at
Furness and Calder Abbevs, in England.

Social Customs.

Closely related to the liturgical functions of Eastertide are
cerlainly expressions of popular feeling which we term social
customs.  Amongst these may he mentioned the blessing of lawmbs
and the hallowing of food. The blessing ¢f lambs fook place
either in the chureh er in the heme. This custom is perpetuaied
in the Easter observances of some religious communitios. whore.
on Easter Sunday. a lamh, set upon a huge piatier. surmounted
by a little hamner (a red cross on a white field) js placed in the
centre of the dining-table.  Whatever remains of {he hallowed
foad is. after the repast. cast into the fire. The most widely
observed popular custom is. undoubtedly. the * Easter Bga. ™
Some antiquaries declare this to he of Christian origin; hut it
is evidently older than Christianity.  Eges were caten (altor
having been colored) in the remotest antiquity, in commemora-
tion of the advent of Spring. Bven ai {he present day the cgg
is a prominent feature of the Feast of Noruz (New Year) held
throughout Central Asia, about the 25th of Marveh.  The custom
is also recorded in the “*Sagas”™ of the Northland. According
to these old traditions. the carth was symbolized by an cge. and
ancient temples, in consequence. were oval in shape. This {ypi-
fication is found in nearly every oviental cosmogony.

A writer on Eastern Cosmogenies (Bellew), diseussing this
custem, says:—In ancient Persia, long centuries hefore the com-
ing of Christ, the people were all worshippers of five. Accord-
g to their belief. there was a great spirit that had existed from




