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sell, and they cannot move him out of the
chair, nor appoint another, nor do any busi-
aess without him.,

Under the uew rule that some seem pre-
pared for, all this goes by the board | The
pastor who labors in word and doctrine has
go “double honor." 1fhe will pot put a
motlon that is in violation of some rule of
the Church, he can be voted out of the
chair, and another appoioted who will put
the motion, and who can hold the -chair in-
dependently of the Presbytery. 1o all this
§ am bringiog no accusation agalost the
eldership, but mecely poiatiag out what the
proposed change would make possible.

4 Itis through the minister specially
{hat the superior courts of the Church have
hold on and control of the spiritual affairs of
each congregation.

The ordaining and 1aducting power caa
also remove, suspend or depose him, He
bas everything tolose at the hands of the
Presbytery. The elder bas not. He is or-
£1 gained by the Session ; and to the Session
%[ peisdwectly respoasible. Sever the con-
pecting link between the Session and Pres-
bytery by the proposed change, let the Ses-
sio0 have complete autonomy independently
B2 of the minister, and in proportion as ao
RX{ ¢lder has less to lose at the handsof a
¥} Presbylery thao a minister, you weaken con.
1o}, aud render goverament of the Church
less efficient. Even now a fractious miais
§ ter can give his Presbytery great trouble ,
pow mach more trouble could he give 1fre-
teved of the respoasibility of presiding, or
oleven being present in the Session when
somequestionable motion or course of action
i was to be adopted? Some unifying pro.
: qision at every poiot pervades Presbyterian
{ ism. The relation of each coagregation to
{ the whole Church is preserved, not merely
! 35a sentiment, but by the system. There
is no more vital part in the system than
that connecting each congregation and Ses-
sioo with the Presbytety. The pastor or-
dained by the Presbytery is chairman of
g1 \hat primary court. Sabstitute for him one

! not ordained by the Presbytery, nor hold-
B iz office from the Presbytery, and you
1 weaken or dislocate a very important joiat
inthe system.  Presbyterial cootrol is suffi-
dently weak amongst us already. Any
% chaoge tending to further weakuoess will
} vork damage to the Church.

Woodstock, July 20d, 1895
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\ VENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS.

MR. EniTor,—As an Elder-Commis-
sioner to the late General Assembly in Lon-
deo, I would Iike to empbasize tbe closiog
remarks of the Moderator, anent the ir-
tegular methods so common in getting in
reportsof committees. As the Moderator
with bis robust common sense puts it, re-
5 ports of committees should be given their

place through the Committee on Bills and
Osertures, At present chairmen of com-
wittees have to watch their chances of
inlerjecting their reports, often interrupting
tbe Assembly’s train of thought on some
: tqually important subject. These chairmen
=1 of committees remindme ot what I have seen
anong cows in a field—the most determin-
ed csiog their horns to get the preference
of position.

Allow me now to refer to another matter,
wbick 1 know is tomany a grievance. Per-
baps a “layman® can speak of it with bet-
ler grace grace than a minister, the more so
th~ I have personally no ground of com-
plint, but the opposite. It is the compara-
tive fewness of those whose voices are heard
inthe deliberations of the Assembly. At
e beginning of the three sederunts
of the last dag of the London As-
stmbly, there being much uofinished busi-
tess, I moved, and it was resolved, *bat, ex-
upt where the Assembly chose to order
oberwise, all presentations of reportsor
spteches should be confined to five minutes.
The Gloke's report says the resclution
"“worked like a charm,” At the Kingston
2 Assembly, on my motion, a similar resolu-
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tion was adopted, under similar circum-
stances, and there, too, it ‘* worked licea
charm.”

Now, the business on the closing day of
the Assembly is nelther less ror more im-
portant thao the business of the preceding
days, and that which admittedly worked tike
a charm at London and at Kingston in the
closing days of the Assembly, would work
equally well thraoughout the whole of an As-
sembly.

Wty not? Leading men like Principal
Caven and Principal Grant would be sure to
be heard, as all would desire,and some
extra time might be given to movers ot im-
portant reports. But the xreat all-round
advantage would be compulsory terseness
of speech in the mass of those who took
part ; and several men might casily be
heard in the time now often unfaurly con-
samed by oge. It s not aecessary that any
man should say it all on any subject. The
General Assembly would ncidentally get a
little better acyuainted with the rank and
file, and see and hear for themselves what
manner of men they are, One often hears
of desire to know ‘‘the mind of the
church ;" aad I kaow no better way than
by limitiog (as is doae to advantage in the
Uaited States) the time, aliowing the mind
of the Church on various matters to be ex-
pressed by a larger number of commis-
sioners. Io thus wniuog I have some rea-
son to believe | am not muis-statiog the un.
spoken mind of the Church,

The rank and file ot the Assembly have
this matter o their own hands. Itis a mat-
ter that should be brought up at an early
stage of an Assembly, to the end that the
commoun-sense and fair system of limiting
the time of presentations of reports or
speeches should be applied fram the begin-
ning of the Assembly until uts close.

Very truly yours,
JUHN CAMERON.
London, Juae 24th, 1395.

ANUA COLLEGE PROFESSOR-
Saip.

MR. EDITOR,-~W1ll you allow me also
to express my opinion respecting the pre-
sent vacancies in Koox College.  Your cor-
respondents and yourself seem to agree
that, *‘ other things being equal,” Canadians
should be appointed. But wbat is meant
by tbe phrase I have put in marks of quota-
tion ? Ifit relers to prominence, it should
not be forgotten that the theologiauns of
Great Britain and the United States have
greateropportunitiesof attaining prominence.
Canada does not, and cannot, support theo-
logical jourpals which attain so wide a cir-
culation or so great an influence as those of
older and more populous lands. Do you
think that Dr. Stalker would have attained
his present well-deserved fame asa Cana-
dian pastor? But perhaps itis to attain-
ments that the well-worn pbrase refers. In
this case much depends on the matter of
age, as any one can readily perceive, and 1
do not know that it should be counted a
disqualification to be less than fifty years of
age, indeed 1t is cvident that a young
preacher will have less to unlearn than an
older one ifit is real feacking he is to do.
1 daresay, however, that equal capacityis
really meant, and with this understandiog 1
am prepared to affiim that Canadians should
be chosen, other things being nof foo un-
egual, 1 make very little of distinctions
among our own ministers, but for two great
reasons they are to be preferred to all
others, It will not take years for them to
gét acquaipted with the temper of our
Church and the traditions of Knox College.
And especially, their appointment will not
give a slap in the face to every cffort of our
ministry to cultivate theological study. We
have men among us whe are seeking to keep
abreast of the age in the departments con-
cerned and surely we ought to encourage
such pursuits by every means tn our power.
Morcover, we do not want eloquence in the
classroom but aptness to teach, as you have

often pointed out, and we can decide
whether our own men possess that essential
quality much more readily than we can in
respect to foreigners. Of course, it a
foreigner has given proof of pre-eminent cap-
acity, these considerations are outweighed,
but tor my part 1 do not believe that we can
tempt a foreigner who would at once add
prestige to our college.
ANOTHER KNOXMAN,

THE BIBLE [N THE SCHOOL.

Mgr. EDITOR, -The statement from the
pen of A. F. McGregor, B.A., that ““itis
no business of the State in aay stnse to
teach religion in the schoos,” and which ap
peared in THE CANADA PRESBYIERIAN
some time ago, is rather surprising to any
one who has given the question & moment »
thought.

The laws of our country are taken
directly from the Bible. Theenlightenment
and liberty which we enjoy have come to us
through the teachings of that Book. It is
also well known that the teachings of that
Book alone will produce a cultured man or
woman.

Now, I, as a Public School teacher,
affirm that the children of the public schools,
as a class, koow little or aothing about its
teachings. Thelr ideas are vague and often
wrong about the simplest things that go to
form charactes and backbone.

What can a Sunday school teacher do n
the line of teaching in about twenty minutes
a week. The parents, a great pumber of
whom are not able to guide their children,
be they ever so willing, do not enjoy so
uninterrupted iniercourse with them as do
the Public School teachers for ahout eight
vears of the formation period of a child's
character.

it was easier for the Israelites when 1
Egypt to make brick without straw, than it
is for a Public School teacher to build char-
acter without religion. Do we want a char-
acterless population? If so, by all means
put the Bible out. This is not any surmise
or theory, I know whereof I assert.

ANNA P, MELDRUM.

Toronto.

MR. EDlTuR,—We are at present
great need of homes for little boys from two
to seven years, and feel certain that there
must be a8 number of your readers who
would open their hearts for these fine little
fellows, and gladly take the responsibility of
training them for Chuist if they only knew
where they could get such a little boy. Let
them apply by letter to the society’s office.

Amoog the children in the families of
your readers there are probably a number of
children who would like to give us a helping
hand in saving the neglected little ones, and
to any child who will promise to save, earn or
collect not less than $1.50 per year, and sead
it to us about Christmas time each year, we
will send a neat wron box with lock and key.
Let them write our office -themselves. We
have confidence enough in the children to
believe that most of those who ask for a box
will send us more than $1.50 per year,

Yours truly,
J. STUART COLEMAN,
Ass't-sec. Children’s Aid Society of
Torento, 32 Confederation
Life Building.
Toronto, June 28, 189s.

Judge Hughes. Here and there we do
see well bebaved children, but our schools
do not turn them out, because religion and
education do not go hand in band. If re-
ligion 15 not taught at home oor in the
public schools there is a poor hope of its be-
iog taught in the Sunday School. If chil-
dren are not instructed 1o religion at times
in the public school or Sunday school, where
are they ever to get a proper sense of the

duties of life and of love to God? Ifchil-
dren are not taught religion they will grow
up weeds, become weedier, and weeds con-
tinue to perpetuity, weads Ieget werds, and
s o1t will go on.
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Teacher and Scholar.

BY REV. W. A, ]« MARTIN, TORONTO.
Tuly ast,

i} NADAB AND ABIND. { ik =
GorveN Text.~Lev. x. 9

Memory VRESES. =y 17,
CaTr 1L —Q. 2y,

Home Readings.—aA% Ex. xxxiii. 1.23. 7%
Ex. xxxiv. t 10, 28-35. . Ex. xb. 1206 Th.
Ex. xl 17-38. & Ex.xxx. 22 38, 8. Lev, wvii.
1.36.  Sab, Lev. x. I-11.

The greater part of a year has elapsed since
the cvent of the Golden Call. The Taberaacle
has been made after the pattetn God showed
Moses in the Mount ; Aaron and his sons have
Leen urdained puests, and the whole rhual service,
as Juedied by Gud, 1ostiateds L pun the brazen
altar burss conticually the sacred fire highted by
Jehuval Himsell in tuhen ot His preseace and ot
11i; arceptance of the Tabernacle and all the
paraphernalia of worship, on the occasion when
the first sacrifice was laid upon the altar. From
this altar God had directed that all fire used ia
any part of the sapctuary service shall be taken,
‘The sin of Nadab and Abihu, which issued so
ternbly, consisted, in part, 1n ignoting this direc-
tion. However asthis s a temperance lesson, we
shall not constder so much their sin, as the prohi.
bition to the priest against usiog intoxicants in
uancctivn with theis setvice, and our ponts shall
Lie prokiluion aad iie reasons therefor.

I. The Prohibition. Uadoubtediy the
deaths of Nadal and Abihu was the uecasiwon of
C:.d's laying upon the priests the injuncuon
against the use of wine and strang diriok while on
duty in the Tabernacle services Throughout all
gererations this was to be a statute forever for
Aaron and his descendants. The prohitition does
not seem to have been a total one agaiost
the use of wine, but only against its use at
such limes as they were engaged in their
official duttes. Now-a-days there are no such
officers as pniests, 1n out Church atteast, but n a
sense every Chnsuan s a paest.  He ought al-
ways to be about his Lord’s service. * Whether
yeeat or drink or swhatsoever ye do, do all to the
gloty of God ™ is a command which raises every
action to the dignity of God’s service ; and if the
priociple bolds good that the use of strong drink
1s piohibited to Gud’s servacts when engaged 1n
His service, surely it requires that all Christians
at least should be total abstaipeys. -

II. The Reasons for Prohibition.—
Several are given 10 ous lssson.  The first 1s that
the use of strong drink would so cloud the braia
as to unfit for God's service. This seems to have
been the state of Nadab and Abihu when they
went in to offer incense. They forgot that they
bad no right to offer incense at all, since that nght
was confined to the high priest alone. They
forgot the commandment which requires that God
shall be worshipped only in such ways as He ap-
poiaots, and therefore took other than the sacred
fire which God directed should alone be used.
They could aot distinguish between what was holy
and what unholy, between what was clean
and what uoclean ; they had forgotten the statutes
of the Lord, which they were supposed to exemp-
lify and teach to the people. Sarely Aaron and
his sons would not meed any demonstration
of the reasonableness of God’s prohibiting,
fu.'ber them that furnished by the conduct of
the perished ¢ &s, for whom they were forbidden
to mourn. Nor need aoyoone to-day go far to
seek proof that the ase of strong drink unfits men
to do whatsoever they do to God's glory. If
men are to glorify our Father through seeing our
good works, then surely our works requite the
exercise of the fullest powers of body and mind
we are capable of, and not the maudlin efforts of
the mind beclouded with driok. Then a second
reason following from the first is *lest ye die.”
To make a travesty of God's service through
strong drink is & scrious thing, so serious that
Nadab and Abihu lost their lives through doing
it. To-day, just as much as io Aaron's day,
God’s desire is that He shall be saactified in all
that came nigh Him, and that He shall be glori-
fied before all the people. Itisa serious matter
thus to stand as_one through whom men areto
learn mote of God ; so setious that men should
bave a care lest they stitup the wrath of that
God through their misrepresentation.  So jealous
is God for His honor that Aaron and his sureiv.
ing sons were forbidden to come ncar the dead
bodies of their dear ones. They must not mam-
fest 2oy tokens of grief which would seem to
call in question the righteousoess of what God
had done. They must not go outside the sanc-
tuary, even to show respect for those wbo  were
slaio for the iniquity. They were solemnly set
apart for God z2nd mustdo nothing which might
lead Israelinto rebellious thoughts toward God.
It only we, who know God, realized how much
influence our acts acd words have in determining
men’s attitude toward God, how careful we would
be ; especially how carcful to preserve our powers
of mind and body inall the clearness and vigor
possible  Now thetc is only one way to make it
certain that we shall aever dishonor Geod through
strong drink, and tha* is never to partake of it.
And itis sure that if we stop before we have
taken the first glass thete 13 no  danger from the
second one.



