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Out Contiributors.
DR. CU) YLER ON PASTORAL VISITA TION.

fIY KNOXONIAN.

Those irbo are familiar with Dr. Cuylers contributions ta
the press il nai ilad much ihai is nom in is I Hoir ta ho a
rPastor.Y Liko the last bundred pages afIl"Canada and the
Canadian Question," the morthy Doctoi's lîttie book stems te
shako bands witb yau and ask you if yan don'i recognize an
nld acquaintance. Yau catididly admit that yan have seen
theolad acquaintance some place- perhaps several limes.
StilI tht book is stimulating, vitalizing, suggestive. A gaad
pastor cati bardiy read il mithout hecomîng better, and il a
careful reading dots not makc a- poor ane less poor there is
nai mucb hope for him. On every page there is ample evi-
donce thai the author had dont and dont successfuly what
ho urges other pasiors ta do. That alone is a greai thing an
a wark an any practical subject. A irriter an bomiietics
irba nover knew how ta preach bimselfias flot ai much use
ta bis readers. Tht higbesî qualification for mriting a booki
an rasioral mark is ta have donc pastoral mark successfuiiy.
Perbaps no minister in Amnerica ever did hetter pastoral
mark iban Dr. Cuyler, and therefore al ho says on tht sub-
ject is wli wortb the careful attention ar pastors, eiders and
people. We say people advisediy, for tht people have much
ta do wiih tht important brancb ai congregational mark that
me propose ta discuss in ibis paper.

In ane ai bis hesi chapters aur author says ta pastars .
"If tht tidings ai seriaus sickness reach you iram any dweli.

ing, lose tic lime in gttting there.» 0
Good advice, Doctor, certainly. When disease or death

darken axsy dwelling the pastor shauld be tht flrst man there
and tht lait ta bcave. But tht wortby Doctor did mcii ta say
Ilif tht tidings reacb you." Ah, that Ilif" allen maltes al
tht diffet-nct in tht worid. If your aunt bad been a mani
she wauld have bten your oncle. If tht cloquent Mr. Laurier
had got a majarity an tht Sth cf ast monîh he mauld have
heen Premier ai Canada. Thasc "lifs " spoil sa many
tbings. iftho tidings came ihat serious sickness bas invadod
any home a goad pailor goos ai tht earliesi possibt moment
ta thai home and dots al he cant t heip bis suffering parish-
ianers. He wouid ho unworthy tht honaured name ai pastor
if he did nol. But suppasing thetitdinga do flot came, and
afiener than othermise in many cangregations they do fiai,
wbaî thon ? Why, the pastar dots not knzw, and simpiy be-
cause ht dots not kmom ho dots not go. Possibhy ho may do
even a more tuniortunato îhing than flot go. Ht migbt malk
righî pasi the dwelling an mwich tht sickness is and flot cail.
Ho may meet members cf the tamily on tht street and mai
ask about the sick member. He may oven speak ta mem-.
hors cf tht family on ather subjecis and say nothing about
ihoir trouble. Now aIl this is very unfotunate, but mhast
fault hrings tht misfortune? Not tht minister's, certainiy.
He monid have gant ai once badheblt.nomn ihere mas seriaus
illness in tht bouse. Perbaps lie wauld have risen ai amy
hour in tht nigbî and have gone. Many a pastor bas dont
so. But if tht man did moi k'iow, hoir in tht naine ai com-
mon sense canld ht go? Ministers are not amnisciea't. Tht
doctar did mot knom until be mas told. Tht neighbours did
fiai know until tbey were îold. Even tht relatives mot living
in the bouse had ta be told. Wby an earth take for granted
thai tht pasior can knom mithaut being tldP

Dr. Cuyler says be mtver accepîed thtex=cuse, tayou
should bave- missed me oui ai church " as a sufficient reason
for not teling him about sickness in bis families. A man may
be absent front cburch for any ont ai a dozen reasons. Be-
sides a minisier shouid worship in church as mli as any aher
member of tht cofigregation. Ht cannai worship and take
tht census ai tht congregation at tht samne lime. Ho is flot
in the pulpit as a census enumnerator. Counting tht people
as flot worship. Looking traund for absent parishioners is
neither praise, riar prayer, nor preaching.

We bave heard ministers boast that they could mako a
survey ofithe people and confit tht absontees during tht sing-
ing. Singing is praise, or ai leasi should ho. Is it flot the
priviiege and duty ai tht minister ta praise God ? Fancy a
mifister saying let usr praise God by singing the 23rd
Psalm, and as soan as thtpeoaple bogan ta sang ho hegan ta
take ihe census.

Tht hesi way ta expiodo many an error is ta siate it
plainly. Let us try ihat plan on tht censusin-cburch the-
ory. Imagine a congregation sînging Hymn 16, irbile the
minister ntifierates.

Catigregation sings. IlGive me the wings ai faiîb ta
rise '"-

Minister (inmardly,1 . Dan't sec Browntian church this
niaring.

Congregation. Wiihin tht veil and se."
Minister: Smith is absent ibis moring agaira. Cannai

get that mant t attend regularly. Wonder ixhai excust beli
bave ta-anorroir.

Congregation .- I"Tht saints above, how great their joys."
Minister . Robinson is not back yet. WiIi ho over gel

over ihai pet about bis peir?
Congregation . «"Hxoi bright their glanies ho."
Minister - Jones bas neyer been in church since tht elec-

t an. Expectod tht Preshyterian voie, but did nai get it.
Docs ibis seem irreverent ? Perbaps it does, but the

irrCverenCC is in the TiiiiNG, not in tht stating of it. Ifil;t is
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right tb do that sort af îbing in church it cannot bc wrong to
give a literai description of what ik dont. The wrang must bo
divided between thë varishioners who make it neccssary sor
the minister ta turti bimselfif mu a census enumeratar wbtti
heo ughî ta bc praising God and the pastor vWho y1elds 10 the
pressure.

The only time îvhcr a minister wha worships cati possibly
take tbe census is when the offic-bearors are taking the cal

ilectian. It is very daubtfui if ho should do it then, and if the
congregation is large and the minister a litile shortsigbted,

i hie cannai do it even if he tries. WVc heard a man many years
i ago boast that bis pastar on Sabbath mornings just before
i the invocation prayor looked aver the cnuire congregatian
. and saw ai a giance who wcrc absent. The only thing about
1that story thai ever improssed us much vras ils oxiremo im-
iprobability. We doubi very much if the pastor, noir an hon-
soured professor of theology, ever spent the last moments bo-
.fore addressing God ii counting Up the absentees. If hoe did
tso thon we know hc joesflot do so naw. Besides there would
ihave been fia use in counting ai that lime, for many ai the

people wbo used ta worship in thai cburch in thase days
e nover came in until long after the invocation prayer was aver.
cIf a minister lodls that hie can warship God devoutty and
.count the people ai the same tim, by ail nîcans Ici bim do it.

1 But lei him fiai lecture the mon for tbinking about business or
.politics, or the iromen for looking at cadi other's spring
1bonnets i he deliberately counîs the people insead ai jaining
iin IlJosus, laver af my soul."
tAn occasionai minister niay possibly be able ta coutl the
absentces without tbinking ai the causes oi their absence,
but the great majorîty cannot. The causes are flot ail spiri.
tuai, not oven ecclesiastical. Sornetimes they are only t00
irelI known, and thinking aver îliem even for a moment may

ioasily put a sensitive manisier into a frame ai mmnd uîterly
fatal ta the edification af bis congregatian. Sbould the irbole
cangregation bc asked ta suifer because ane man . wbo may

1have the sulks instead ai sickness does fiai bappen ta be in
i church.

l tias mast unfortunate thai st should bie sa difficult ta do
ibis important part ai pastoral work-unfortunatt for bath

jpastor and people. The people need heip in trouble, and the
Lpastar gels bis strangest hold upon their hearis by belping

them as they pass thraugb the furnace.
Is ibore fiaremedy? 1: is useless taspoakoaitht minister

doing ail. No living pastar cati keep the exact condition af
1hundreds ai families before hi!s mid overy day. Eiders can

do mucb by keeping an oye an their districts and reporting
cases ai illness. The romedy, however, must came, if it ever
does came, from the peopet temselves. Wben tht people
stop saying . I"1 îbought you wvould know," or 11I thougbî
some persan would tell you," or I tbought.you would miss
me oui ai cburch "-wben ihey stop saying ibese things and
deal as fairiy wiîh ibeir pastor as they do with their doctor,

tthere will bt no more trouble. May a kind Providence speed
the day._________

TUE DEAD LINE.

MR. EDIrOR,-Will YOU alloir me space ta point oui a
dangerous tendency ta which I icar aur boloved Church in
Canada is yielding. Namely, that mînisters oi tht Gospel
having reached thtetige af iflty or fltyfive are no longer ta
bo regarded as fiti andidatas for a catil romn important con-
gregations ai our Church. This sentiment scems ta be grair-
îng ; Sessions are inclined ta malte it a ride flot ta call a min-
ister wbo bas passed tht age ai fifty. Tht young rising
gentration are educated mbIbt is ideas and whei may ire ex-
pecita obe the resuli ai sucb training ? Tht Scripture says.
IWhatsoever a man sowetb that shall ho also reap." Sa ht

is with t Church. She may look for notbing tIse than thai
like sowing will produce like reaping. Amang the resuis we
may look for such as ithse . Many ai lber ablest and most fauîb-
fuI min isters wili bc discouraged ai the thoiaghî ai crossing the
line af iftiy, as îbereafter they will ho rcgarded as becaming
disqualifled for their work, when in roality many ai themn are
ai their best. Young men eatering upon the mark af the min-
istry cannai help thinking ai thetlime when the dead-line ai
flty bas ta be crossed over. Men passing ihrougb the inter-
mediate stages, irom thirtv to ffty, cannai escape the shadows
af tht dreaded line. This ghost wili haunt tht minisiry af
tht Preshyterian Cburch in Canada from the beginning ta
tht end.

It is lime ta grapple witb ibis superstition and nip il in tht
tud. This tendency is nat tht onîcame ai intelligence nor
faith nos piety, but ai ignorance, aithliti and pride. And
cettainly Preshyteries and Stssions aughî nat ta couatcnance
it, but give botter advice and set a better éx3ample ta aur
people.

Such a îendency is bath unscriptural and ujhmstoric.
Abrabam's grandes lufe began afier hie was sevtnty-five.
Moses ater bis eighiieth ycar accomplished ais mightiest
mark, and is it not a faci that the great i ajority ai tht no-
blesi characters recorded in Scripture did tbtîr besi mark
ater the age ai flfty. And dots flot ibis stand truc tIsa
when appîîed ta secular affars? Take any profession or de-
partament af iféi you like., As a ride, are not aur besi îudges
mon ai fifiy and over? Our best lawyers, statesmen, physi.
cians, professors cf universities and colleges, philosophers
and scientisîs, commanders af armies, etc.?

Farmers as a rule are at tbeir hest aithat age. And
wby should the ministers ai t7 Preshyterian Churcb in Cati.1
ada becnmade an exception in ibis respect ? Are they sucb

APRIL 2212d, 1891.

a feobie race thai, mushro& tike, they reach maturuyi
physicaliy, mentally and spiritt. i eariier than aiher mei
Ansd consequently as a dlas îey must ho placed ai a discat,4
aller îbey pasa that lino ? 1 am nofiaaare thai any ote,
Church bas madie Sich a distinziion ini ber xninistry. T'b<
great Methadisi Church of Canada bas ber itineraîîng s>.
tcm, but noa dcadline ai flfty or fifty-five. The Church ci
England bas ber bishaps, but fia dead lanoe. Sa with Itt
Baptisi Chtircb. Nar amrn I aae that the Cburcb ai Rcte
in ail ber bistory bas made a limit ai this kînd. Tht c-ast.umc
lime limit shauld receivo na encouragement fram aur peopit
Il is unwarthy ai the great Presbyterian Church. Thore an
many causes thai may lessen a minisîer's xiscfulntss, ba
certainiy tht proposed urne limit is nflo nc ai thom. I ha,1
fia doubt irbatover but Mr. Mackay's notice ai motion ai it
lasi meeting ai the Toronto Presbytery was prampted trm
tht most generous dcsire ta salve a diffilculty whîch as conitl.
sedly a vcry serinaus ont, vuz.: Il Hairta secui- e nîpiovmtti
for tht ministors of aur Church irbo have reachtd the age
ai fifty-five." Now I don't îhink Mr. Mlackay's noble c9ma
wmli succeed aiang ibis lint--since thet îmr t tui tatt ao'4
ho regardcd as inierior ta thetiîme-honoured and hisîî.
cati, and tht ministers and canjgregaimonsà adopting thi p
would be regardcd as occupying an iniepor place. ai at
are going ta adopi tht îiintratîng system at ail, Ici us d7
it wbaiiy, and if neot wboîiy thon flot ai ail.

Cati ie fiai utilizc tht system thai mo have te botter .
vaftage? Can we mat gcî aur young mon ai the graduaaq
classes in ail aur collages ta came ta the heip ai tht Churct.
and salve ibis difllcault prablem for beri And Co thoir cate.,
ho it said, many ai them hava doncth3ibn tht pasi and mL-n
af thcm are doing it nom. But 1 believe mare might be do«
in this direction. Il every young man on bavmng complueb
bas caliege course mould ask himscli the question, or ratbt
ask tht great Master, Wbere can 1 bc mosi useful and besi
flted ta buiid Up Tby cause, wire are tht bard fields atij
discauragiaiR fields ta he found, such as are negttQtt
and even shunned-" boere amn 1, sond me." Sncb a spm
ai unselisbness and cansecration an tht pari ai the voti
men ai aur Church wouid soon clear up tht difficulty. %h
advanced in age and experionce wauld bave suitabit fields ci
labour opening up for thcm, and tht yaunger mon an île,
turti wauid folaow them. hi would ho the glory ai aur youâg
men 10 lay foundatians, resuscilate aid decayang fields ix~
revive tht cause where i as dymng or dead. This iasSon*~
thang like the reformatiun that as greatly aieeded ano
Cburch, to.day.

Surcîy it is a sad and bumiliatmng sigbtt 1.0find so mai~
applications sent ini asking for a hearing, when a dcstrabk
and canvenioni charge presemts alseli ; witea a less Iavom.
ablte fid receivos but scanty attention. Il My brethren, tEtst
things oughi not sa ta bc-" A PRESBYTLatI.%N,

Mfarck irSgi. ________

PAPAL IDOLATRY.

MR. EDTO,-After spending tweniy-five vears an tne
Cburcb ai Rame as ane ai ber mosi devoîed priests, it bas
pieased aur merciful God ta grant me, thesc iast tbiaij.
ihree years, ta malk in the saving lights ai the Gospei.e
jesus Christ as a Preshyterian ministe

This tells you that 1 bave had opportuntts ta siady asi
understand those tira systoms ai religion, as very lewmtms
ever badl. Yes 1 Twenty-five years a priosi ai Rame followed
hy îhirty-tbree Vears a Preshyterian minister I Who cas
show sucb a record in tht whole worid, to-day?

But the mort 1 look uapota thase many years given ta tt
service ai tht Popt ai Rame as weIl as tapoan hose consetat-
ted ta the preacbin!: af tht Gospel ai Christ in the Presti-
trian Cburcb, tht mie . i- thai I have a solemai duty to
periorm belore 1,oing ta my gravt..

ln a fcm day!, I milI set tht end ai my eighty-two ycan d
life. Dtath catt aibh far away. My tamb as there, verj
near .1 it is in is oresence ihat ny God avants me 10 del=re
bath to tht Roman Catbolics and ta the Protestants tut
solemn message wvhich Ht bas entrusttd ta me for theff
bath.

To the Roman Caîholics I mili say, with a beart fuil 01
lave, cbarity f nd compassion . Yaur religion as naîhiag eta
but the aId Paganasm ai the Greeks, tht Persians and (bc
Romans mixod mth a great deai ai Judaîsm and a 1cm frit
menus af Christianism. With the belp ai God I wil sb*y
ibis se ciearly that I hope yau mli sec it.

To the Protestants ai ail classes but particularly ta tut
ministers af the Gojspel I feel consîrained to say. One of îtu
mast deplorable îbings I bave seen sinco I arn in your mmii
is the sîrange ignorance in wbacb many of you art kept ab=t
the errars, superstitions, idolaîries, and unspeakabît abomi>.
ations wbich constitue the Roman Catha!a' c religion ai 1a-'èni
hi is with an unspoakabie sadness thai I sec the fblfilment 01
the praphocy ai Christ irba, evidently speaking ai the preser.I
successful efforts afube ishops and priesis ofiRomeiodectit
tht dsciplsaofthe Gospel ai over the world. said Tbaî,df
i were passible, tbey shah dcev ho very elect." -
Hair many ai aur very.loci net aniy among tht Epascopd'
ians, bt even amang the Presbyttrians, bave heen deceivgd
these lasi îbiriy years, under aur eyes 1

greatesi danger ahead for the Church ai Christ, ta day, zs
irben she was reddening Europe with -theblonofaitihe millions ai martyrs slaughtered ai the fetai ber gald, silrisbrass, marhk q wyfgçr idais.


