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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

addressed-as to his duty by the Rev, J. S. Burnet,
and the congregation asto theirs by the Rev, W, A,
Lang, M.A. It is needless to add that at the close of
the proceedings the newly inducted minister received
at the door a cordial welcome from his panshioners.
Mr. A. McMillan, one of the elders, afterwards cn-
tertained the Presbytery. at his residence to a bounti-
ful repast, and a grand social in the evening, and an
excursion on the following Saturday down the * Long
Sault” of our noble St. Lawrence on board the
steamer “ Bohemian,” which was specially chatiered
by the congregation, marked an cra in the history of
this young minister to which he will revert, let us
hope, in future years with the most pleasing emutiuns.
Mr. Piuerson laboured in this field as a catechist
three summers ago, and in the adjoining charge of
Finch for one summer, and in other fields throughout
Ontario, and wherever he has been located he has
. gained for himself the universal esteem of the com-

, | munity at large.

He received his preparatory training in the school
at the * Back Settlement” and at the Collegiate Insti.
tute of your town, from which he proceeded to the
University of Quecen's College, Kingston, and after
passing through the Arts and Theological curriculums
of that institution, graduated therefrom last spring,
taking his degree of M.A. with honours. Such was
the estecem in which he was held at college, that he
was elected by his {ellow-students to fill the highest
office in their gift.

Such is a brief resume of the brilliant careér of one
of Islay’s sons, who, with many previous drawbacks
and discouragements and much to acquire, has been
a distinguished student,’and, let us hope, one who will
prove himself, under God, an ornament to the profes-
sion of his chaice. . . .

‘The writer, himself an Islayman on his mothers
side, feels a generous pride in secing Islaymen come
to the front in this country, and these hnes are written
in the hope that the example sct by Mr. Neil Patter-
son and Mr. John McGillivray of the McMurchy set-
tlement—in giving their sons to the Church—may
stimulate others among their neighbours to go and do
likewise. HUGH LAMONT, Pres. Clerk,

Dalhousie Mills, Aug. 315¢, 1850.

KNOX COLLEGE STUDENTS MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

MANITOBA.

When the selection of fields for the work of the
summer was about to be made by the Knox College
Students’ Missionary Society, at the close of last ses-
sion, it was long and earnestly debated whether
a missionary should be sent to Manitoba. The dis.
tance of the field, the vast extent of temitory which
the sotiety already had under its care, the limited
means at.its disposal, were all urged as reasons why
it would bz injudicious to undertake the work. The
urgency of the cry for help, however, led the Society
to decide that a missionary should be sent, and Mr.
James Farquharson, B.A., was selected as the So-
ciety’s represeatative in the new field. From pnivate
letters received from Mr, Farqubarson it appears that
the importance of the work in this great temitory has
aot been overestimated. A letter, bearing date of
20th July, contains the following :— i

“The field in which I am labouring is known as
the Rock Lake field. It occupies the south.westem
corner of the Province of Manitoba, and exteads some
distance into the North-West Territory. Its east-
ern boundary is the Pembina river, its southern, Da-
kota. North and west the only limits are my own
physical powers. Thedistrict I try to supply is about
thirty miles from east to wést, by ahout eighteen wide.

““This district is only newly sctiled. Two ycars
ago there was not a house within forty miles of s
place, and it was not till a ycar ago that therc was
anything of a settlement here, hence you could not
expect our congregations to be larger  As yet we have
no churches and no school-houses. The log house or
sod shanty of the settler has to do duty as mecting.
house, but as private houses are getting toa small for
the nimber that attend sérvices we are beginning to
talk of -building' at: least .one church in the district.
The largest congregation I have yet had numbered
about sixty, and the smallest eight orten. It isas
yet “the day of small things,” but if spared for a few
years I"expect to hear of two or three flourishing con-
gregations—Yyes, even more than that—in the district
which in the meantime I am expected to supply. In

one corner of the district a Sabbath school, or rather
Bible class, was commenced by the people them-
selves, and has ever since been carried on. It has
now an attendance of from twenty to thirty young
people. About a weck after I came into the district
one of the people spoke to me about a prayer-meeting.
It was undertaken, and notwithstanding the difficulty
of travelling by night in a prairic country in which the
roads are by no means well marked, the attendance
has averaged about twenty.

1 Lehieve that 1n this distnct there is a fine open-
ing for our Church. Throughout the greater part of
the distiict which 1 traverse, there 1s no other mis-

| stenary engaped ; and as the majonty of the people

are Presbytenans, if our Church does her duty she will
secure her hold on a large portion of the distnct. 1
stncerely trust that the Home Mission Committee
may have a nussionary ready to take my place when
Ileave in the fall, and also that they will secure a
suitable man, Should we fail in the working of the
field in any way there are other Churches ready to
stepin. A Congregationalist minister has taken up
land in this neighbourhood and preaches occastonally,
whether with the intention of gathenng a congrega-
tion or not 1 cannot tell. I rather think that his
plans will depend very much on what our Church
does with the field afier I lsave. There are a few
Baptists also in the district who are anxious to have
a missionary from theic own Church. \Whether they
will succeed or not I cannot tell, but if our Church
sends in a good man she has nothing to fear.”

IF you want to spoil all that God gives you, if you
want to bs miserable yourself, and 2 maker of misery
to others, the way is casy enough. Only be selfish,
and 1t is done at once. Think about yourself, what
respect people ought to pay you, what people think
of you, and then to you nothing will be pure.—Chas.
Kingsley. )

SABBATH $6HOOL F EACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XXXIX.

Sep. 36,

1880, THE LORDS SUPPER. { t Cor. x1.

20-38
GoLbiR Text.—** This do in remembrance of Me.”
1 Cor. xi. 24.
HOME READINGS.

M. Isa. hii.r12..cc0iicnnee The Suffering Saviour.
Tu Ex xii. 114 ......... The Passover lostituted,
W. Matt. xxvi. 20-35.... ..The Last Passover,

Th. Luke xxii. 10-20. 400 ccue The Lord’s Supper.

F. 1Cor %1.20:30.00c0cnns The Lord’s Supper,

S. Heb. x. 21 31..........One Sacrifice for Sin.
Sab. Ps. cxvi. I-19..evnnnnn The Cup of Salvation.

HELPS TO S5TUDY.

A blank having as usual been left mn the Intemational
Scheme at the end of the quarter, we fill it wath a lesson on
the Lard’s ’\'u;{)ptr, thus affording teachers an opportunuty
of bringing before their scholars 2 subject on which instruc-
tion is much needed.

Of the institution of this ordinance there are three distinet
narnativesgiveninthegospels—viz. , in Matt. xxvi, 26-29; Mark
xiv. 22-25; Luke xxii 19, 20—besides its communication
to the Apostle Paul by direct 1evelation from the Lord
Jesus Chnst as recorded 10 1 Cor. x1, 20-38.

On this last menuoned passage we base out lesson, which
may be taugh? under the following heads (1) Frofanasion
of ike Lord's Supper (2) Jts Proper Solemnization, (3) Warn-
wnp to Umvorthy FPartakers.

I. PROFaNATION OF THE LoRD’s SUPPER.—Vers. 20-
22. Paul is writing to the Chiistians at Connth, among
whom the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper had previously
been introduced with the Gospel, but who had been corrupt-
g the ordinance nto an occasion for the wnaulgence of

fishness, gluttuny and pride, and cven of hcenttousness
and revelry, in imitation of the idolatrous feasts celebrated
in the heathen temples.

When ye come together, etc.  The apostle here gives
the Connthians to understand that the disorderly feasts
which they were in the habit of hulding in the house of Guod
could in no proper sense be regarded as celebrations of the
Lord's Supper, but as acts of If:ré)fzx'mion.

Every one taketh, etc. h person brought bread and
wine for himself, or cach family for themselves, The nch
brought too much, and the poor perhaps brought nothing.
1n this there was no communion, and whal "ought to have
becx;a'solcmn rehigious service was degraded into a selfish
revel

‘What! bave ye not houses to eat and dnnkin 2
Mere cating and drinking, as an end or object, ought to have
no place in the observance of this ordinance.

espise ye the Church of God? The word ¢iurck
here means the congregation or gathenng or assembly of
God's people, not the building in which they meet. In
verse 18 of this same chapter * When ye come together in
the church ™ means, when ye come together in the assembly
ct.meeting. . . .

1 pralse you not. e condemns their practices, In the
inning of this chapter he praises them for keeping the
ordinances, thus teaching that the abuse of anything that is
good and right Is nv pruper teason fur us abiohition, and
that the profanation of the sacrament by sume fumishes no
valid excuse to others for their neglect of them ; but in verse
17 he finds fault with them, not because they came together
but because they came together for the worse and not for the
better ; and now he blames them, not for professedly ob.
scrving the Lord’s Supper,fbut for observing it in such u way
as to utterly destroy its chatacter as a religious ordinance.
1L ITs PROFER SULEMNIZATION.-SVers, 23-26, It
would be extremely difficalt tu (urmulate a mute concise
statement of the nature and ohject of this sacrament than
that given in the Shorter Catechigm, **‘The Lord’s Supper is
a sacrament, wherein, by miving and recaving bread and
wine, accurding to Christ’s appointment, Ehisdeathis shewed
forth, and the worthy receivers are, not after a curpural and
carnal manner, but faith, made partakers of His body
and blood, with all }ins benefits, to their spiritual nourish.
ment and growth in grace.”

For 1 have teceived of the Lord, In Gal. i. 12
the apostle says of the Gospel, I neither received it of
man, neither-+vas I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Chirist.”

Which I also delivered uato you. When preaching in
Corinth Paul had imparted the necessary instruction regard-
ing the nature of this ordinance.

That tbe Lord Jesus, the same night in which He
was betrayed, etc, Theremembrance of the solemn cir.
cumstance in which this rite was unginally instituted, as well
as of that vicarious death which it commemorates, causes
those who worthily engage in it to approach it with feelings
of reverence and loving remembrance, perhaps of awe,
always mingled with a sense of personal dement ; but these
feelings are as far removed from superstitious dread as they
are from ostentatious parade and ignotant presumption. In
recalling these circumstances to the minds of the Corinthians
the apustle strikingly tebukes the spint of levity in which
they evidently approached this sacrament.

Took bread, and when He had given thanks He
brake it, The breaking of th: bread, representing as it
does the sufferings and death of CL vist, is assignificant asthe
bread atself. It is mentioned 1n all four atcounts. Matthew
says ‘‘having blessed it.” The Saviour probably invoked
the divine blessing and gave thanks also,

This is My body. The Aramaic languagc, a Hebrew
dialect, in which the Saviour and His disciples spoke, vivid
in its figurative portraiture, had no wotd cortesponding to our
word rzpresents ; otherwise such a word would probably
have been used here instead of the word “is.” ~ Roman
Catholic interpreters, in order to support {heit false doc-
trine of * transubstantiation,” insist on the literal rendering ;
but in that case such statements as the following must also
be taken literally: “1am the door” ‘I am the vine "’
*I am the bright and moring star;” ‘‘that rock was
Chris: ;" *‘ye are the salt of the canth;** “ye are the light
of the world 5" *“ the three branches are three days” ¢ the
seven kine are seven years,” etc.  There never has been
any trouble about the ‘meaning of the verb in any of these
passages ; and there never would have been any question
regarding its meaning in the passage now before us had not
an unscrupulous pricsthood been driven to bolsterup a gross
imposstion by a clumsy attifice. By the words “ this is My
body ™ we are tanght that as freely as the Saviour brake the
bread and gave it to His disciples fot the aounshment of their
physical life, so freely did He give His body to be broken
and bruised and wounded for our sins, so that spiritual
life might be imparted and sustained ; and the wine, 1n Jike
mf:u!nex, represents Hus blood poured out for the remission
of sins. .

This cup is the new Testament in My bloud.
¢t Testament ™ here means covenant. The Lord's Supper,
besides being a commemoration of the Saviour’s sufferings
and death, 1s a sign and seal of the covenant of grace,

Ye doshew the Lord’s death 11ll He come, There
were many important events in the Saviour's carthly his-
tory, but to the believer, His death, is supremely and criti-
cally important, and it alone is commemorated by =2 sacrz-
ment. lhis sacrament 1s a permanent institution, to be
observed in all ages by the Chuich.  The use of the word
*‘shew™ in this verse scems to indicate that besides.ibe
purposes alrcady mentioned, the Lord’s Supper isintepded to
serve asa teaching ordinance, embodying visibly and tangibls;
though figuratively, the cardinal truths of the Gospel, Thiy
sacrament has also a Prospccti\‘c aspect, suggested by the
words * till He come.’ v -

111, WARNING TO UNWORTHY PARTAKERS.—Vers,
27, 28. Thesc and similar warnings have been, and per-
haps sull arc, so misundersteod by timid believers asto keep
them away from the Lord's table.” Properly understood they
ought to have no such effect. It is quite true that there is
such a thing as partaking unworthily. It will not do to
explain it away, of 10 say that 1115 only to be found i the gross
Yevity of the Cornathians. Candidates are to examine them-
selves. This ordinance is 2 means of grace for the converted,
not for the unconveried. Those who neglect the other
means of grace (the Word of God aad prayer); those who
live 10 the practice vl known sin ; those who merely partake
because others do so, oz because it is ** respectable” to do
so. and give themselves no concern about their worthiness ;
those who find themselves entitled to partake solely an the
ground of their annocense of some of the mor: flagrant viola.
tions of the moral law; those who, upon examination, find-
themselves ** just as good as ™ their ** neighbours, and per:
haps far better if all were known ;” in short those who' will
not come to Christ assinners and take Him as their Saviour
from sin, arc wmuworthy partekers. But as for the T

itent sinnes, whose cyes have bezn opened.by the Holy

ﬁiﬁt 5o that he sces * the plague of his own heart,” and
who the more he examines himscll finds less and still Jess’
good in himself, but who loves the Lord jesus Christ and
clings to Him as his hope and refuge, his sense of unworthi-
ness is valy an indication of his real worthincss, let him €t
of that bread andfdrink of that cup. [T

re



