
TRE HIALIFAX

A lertzthly article lately appeared in
nle Leader of New York entitled "Monu-
mental Fraud, " in 'wlich it was stated
that Sir. Rowland Hill who fur the Iast
50 years lias beon credited with inventing
the adhesive penny postage 'stamp, and
tu wbose memory a monument has been
*rected i u London, had stolen the idea
from James Chalmers of Dundee, giving
the circumstances of the discovery as
f&ul!ows:

'<Mr. Patrick (Jha!mers, a wealtlîy
Scotchman who for many years hadl

been living abroad, read in a Dundee
palier which had been sent to him by
nmre relative that at the occasion of Sir
Rowland Hill's death the local papera of
Dundee liad recalled the fact that on
January 1, 1846, a public testimonial had
been proaented to Mr. Jaunes Chalmers,
Mr. Patrick Chaîniera' father, at the
Dundee Town Hall, in recognition for
his services as a postal reformer, the
testimonial consisting of a silver jug and
salver and a purse of tifty Povereignus.
Mr. Chalmers, not knowing that his
father liad had anything to do with
Postal reforma, inquired ino the subject.
Be returned to, hi% birth place, the city of
Dundee; and, lookinq over hi& dead
father's long forgotten correspondence,
he fornd ample proof that his failier had
printed experimental stampu froni ordin-
ary type ina August, 1834.

A shoot of thtie atampa, was sont tu
the commission then taking evidence iii
difierent parts of L'mndon with a viewr to
reforming the postal systeni.

Rowland Hill was at tbat tirno in
L-)ndon. lse had been recalled from
Australie, anct was waiting for snme other
political job tû tura up. Accidenrtally
making the acquaintan-ze ef oe of the
postal' o mmisazonera, he carne ie the
possession of the mnaterial gathered by
tham, and, sharp, ahrowd politician, as ho
wala, he conceived the plan of puihing
hiniseif to the front, and into office again
by carrying out the reûemmandations of
the commission. Ho wrote a pliamphlet
-on uniform postage rates, using the facts
saud figures elicited by the commission,.
Lhad the smre printed and distributed it
-ulong tne we1raof ?ar1iarpqnt.

PH[1LAIBLIST.

Mr. Ch&lmers provinfr lu thp satisfac-
tion of the Town Coulicil of Dunîdee tho
truth of the forgoing, tlîoY Ipassed the
following reaulutiton

Considering the proof lad beforo us by
Mr. P. Chialmiera, regarding the crigin of
the adliesive postage stanp, " Ibis Coumcil
are of opinion haa i i as been conclu.
sively shown that the lateo -laines Chiai-
mers, bookacller, Durndee %vas the origi-
nator of this itidispensible featuro in the
auccess (Jf thie refurmed Penny Postage
Sobenie, and thai sucli bc eîîîered upon
the minutes."

The proof of li'a fraudulent claini
has been conclusivoly establisbled. In
August, 1884, James Chaliners hiad inade
in his printing office at Dundue, sexper:-
mental adlieaive stamps, printed in
sheets, gummed and ready lu be cut off
and usod separately as occasion rt quired;
lie liad c.uîntiiunicatel bis pflant pretty
generally, ai the tuma and sub.scquently,
te the rnnny parties with %vio'm he was
associated in advaticingf p-stai rofo=ma
and seen18 tii liai e pruniuX.,a'ed bis viows
in a pritited etrcular f tiliy ex,>laiiiing, the
plan, whichi is ideiîtieal witlit liai adopted
and now ina tse. Thais was aecornpanied
by simuples of the proposed stirp3.

Tho plan waii thon sent to ',%r. llI, in
London, and adtopted in lXeceiber, 1839.
Mr. James Chalmers, i n azai n irriting to
Mr. Hill about bis invention, is coolly
infornied (January, 1840) that lie (Hill)
had Iliself propnaaed the adhiesive stamp
iii 1837 before 'Mr. Chaltners. Mir. ChaI-
nmera in reply cxpressed Iisi surprise, en-
cloacd Mr. H 'Ils, letter of 1838, and con-
icul in- liiinseif wuîhl the (111Y satisfaction
lie liad liad in tii, as Weil as former
suggestions,, ail original witbi hiim, was,
thai thee have beeri adnipted, and hay
proved beneficial to tlie public. Awaited
iliat tardy justice which atfer nearly haîf
a century riov begins te acknowledge his
claini to the world-

Tihe intended inscription upon Rill'4
monument was lof t out by the Mayor of
LondQfl upon the proof being f uraish.dl


