THE GOVERNOR’S DAUGHTER. .. B
bed, where it had run for shelter, with its little nose under i:s
pillow. He caught the little tellow, and it lived a long time
with him, until the spring, when it grew restless with hims
and one day it also got away, and went off to the woods.”

¢ These little creatures are impatient of confinement, and
will gnaw through the wood work of the cage to get free,
especially in the spring of the year. Doubtless, my dear, they
pine for the liberty which they used to enjoy, before they were
made captives by man. [t is a sad sight to me to see a caged
bird in spring.”

« Nurse, I will not let my little pet be unhappy. Assoon
as the warm days come again, if my Governess has drawn
his picture, I will let him go free. Are there many sc irrels
in this part of Canada ?”

“Not so many as in Upper Canada, Lady Mary. 'They
abound more some years than in others. I have seen, in the
birch and oak woods, so many black squirrels at a time, that
‘the woods seemed swarming with them. My brothers have
brought in two or three dozen in one day. The Indians used
to tell us, that waat of food, or very severe weather setting in
in the north, drives these little animals from their haunts.
The Indians, who observe these things more than we do, can
generally tell what sort of 2 winter it will be, from the number
of wild creatures that appear in the fall.”

% What do you mean by the fall, nurse 7

¢ The autumn, my lady. It is so called from the fall of the
leaves. I remember the year 1837—that was the year of the
Rebellion in Canada, Lady Mary—was remarkable for the
great number of squirrels of all kiuds, black, grey, red, flying,
and the little striped chitmunk or ground squirvel, and also
weasels and foxes. They came into the barns and granaries,
and into the houses, and destroyed a great quantity of grain,
besides grawing clothes that were laid out to dry. This they
did to line their nests with. Next year therc were few to he seen.”

« What became of them, nurse ?”

¢« Some, no doubt, fell a prey to their enemies, the cats and
foxes, and weazels, which were also very numerous that year;
and the rest most likely went back to their own country again.”

“1 should like to see a great number of these pretty crea.
tures all travelling together,” said Lady Mary.



