PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL. 67

and the old also welcome its approach, although perchance with more sober
ep and with hopes more subdued by the passing years. To the young,
pecxally, it is a time of delight. They anxxously look forward to its approach,
%Ki consider old father Time all too tardy in ushering in the day when their
teager hopes and anxious thoughts will be satisfied with the good things
%mta Claus so hberally bestows. At length the long looked for morning
frrives, and their longing eyes now beam with delight, and youthful hilarity
§* d childish glee for the time hold full sway. Those more advanced in years
‘mth chastened memories recall the past, and their hearts are once more
fa low with joy and gladness. It is well that such is the case. It is pleasant
ﬂEmtexvals to rest along life’s weary toilsome way. In the work, the care,
%le unresting hurry and the mad rush of life, s‘e/ﬁ shaness 1s all too easily en-
fgendered, thoughts of peace and good-will are, if not altogether stifled, at
{east too often subordinated to baser motives and man forgets the brother-
hood of man. But now a short release from care is at length obtained, the
L achinery of business moves more siowly, animosities, bitterness and party
g]trifes are for the time being forgotten, and the bright halo of kindness, peace
znd fricndship encompasses the earth.
% Christmas favors the student too with a short respite from continuous study,
glose consecutive thought, and severe mental toil. Lectures now no longer
idemand his presence and attention, the familiar class-room is vacant, his

flends, a welcome and honored guest.

4 Is it not true that all in this highly-favored land may on this day learn why

¥ a e comforts, privileges and blessings which they enjoy are thus vouchsafed
iéa them? Their thoughts go back to that auspicious morning when the

aviour of mankind wa. born in Bethlehem, and they hear resounding down

ithe ages the celestial harmonies of the angel's song :—* Glory to God i the

£ g/zest aml on earth pea(e, good-untll towas ds men.” Thcn the era of mercy

ings hlm into loving communion with hlS Lord and Master. We should
?‘ ever forget that the many and lasting benefits and blessings that Christian-
on ; confers are oxrs; and whilst in possession of them, ought not gratitude to
bmmper our joy and thanksgiving accompany our festivity and mirth?  Our
B3 ateful feelings should become practical, by allowing them to overflow in



