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OUR~ LOCAL Nomr IooK.
S1MULTAN'IOUSIX Witls the conclusion of Montreal's

Winter Carnival, the Great Ur.washed have vanislied fromn
cur streets, and saine sort of rationai quiet again pervades
thse city. Theological and otiser students shared in thse
general cxcitemnent, an(I even sorte or tire Ilreverend
.ciergy " are supposcd to have iost their senses in the ma(i
whirl of picasure seeking, one at Ieast, going so far as to
dismiss his prayer.nieeting out of dererence to a pyrotechi-
flic dispiay. Another minister, however, '.sith characteristic
courage, hield a special service in tire v.er), heart of tire
festival, and preached a poverfui evangelicai sermon on
tire New jeruisalcm as described in Revelations, that topic
being naturaily suigcsted by the famous structure on
Dominion Square,-an idea of suggestiveness, b>' the
ýwa>', which lias bcen crystaiizcd in thre foilowing verse
of Mr. Johin Rýcad's carnivai rimes on Winter:

Out of ',1 frozenl torrents
Wucarve a gliuerisig mnass,

And raibe a dloin whiose fairy cliarnîs
E'en Grecce could not surliass.

Upon ls fair Proportions
Men ga7c ici silei awc,

As chiose %vhio ici a dreamn buliold
l'lie streetb of peuti and gares of gold

Viiich John in 11aliios Sawv.

0f course w.e ail w.ent ta hecar and sec H-is Exceilency
nt thre reception in Maison 1-all ; and of course wcv ail
came a'..ay highly i)lease(l '.ith ourselves and witii tire
new Governor-Generai and his Lady; and of course wve
werc ail delighted wvhen sanie viniegar visaged reporter
characterized our innocent jollity as "1undergraduate horse-
play." Horsepiley 'a!

The truth is thr;t tire McGiil students wvere neyer better
beliavcd than on tire occasion rcferred ta, as wcil as
throughout the week of festivities in w.hich thcy took no
inconsiderable part. In their procession on tise gala nighit,
as fair as wve can learn, there w.as littie if any roughiness,
a consequence no doubt of tire persuasive efforts of
gcntlemanly marshals. This unwonted inclination ta
gentleness w'as duiy chronicied in nsost of tire daiiy
papers.

In fict, Universitv students are oniy beginning ta
reccive the public attenstion they have long mierited. On
tise cvening Of JanluavY 3 1st quite a nuniber from tire
variaus colieges respousded ta thre kind invitation of tire
Young Mcn's Christian Association ta a reception in its
commodiaus building. An excellent entcrtainmcent was
provided, wvhich includcd selections b>' an instrumentai
quartette, vocal solos by Mr. Thomas, Miss Mlacnsastcr,
Mrs. Whitman and 'Miss Lusher; rausing sangs by the
medical quartette and McGiii students; ai violin solo b>'
Mr. Reiciing ; a capital reading b>' Mr. Smith, B. C. L.;
addrcsscs b>' Mr. Hague and Drs. Osier and Campbcell
and, by wva> of climax, a sumptuous repast servcd b>' tire
ladies.

A similar reception on a smalcr scale wvas tcndcred to
our Gice Club on January 28th by its estcemed conductor
and trainer at his home on University strcct. After a
good solid drilli n singing, Mrs. Becket thiought'uily
prov.idcd retreslittents, and a. very enjoyabte evening w.as
SpeLnt.

The first rcguiar meeting of the Ceitic Society w.as hcld in
thc David Morricc Hall on JanuaIZy 25tii, Dr. Macvicar in
tire chair. Thre President, Dr. Macnish, dciivcred his
inaugural address, which, w'as a profouind treatise on the
history of thc Celtic language. Tite President, at the
conclusion or his speech, assurned the chair, and an
intercsting discussion on various pertinent topics cnsued.

Chiidren ought flot to meddle with things they cannet
undcrstand. Thre folloNving incident is mcrely by w.ay of
exemplification : In one of thc dormitories of a region
familiariy known by a rintme suggestive of its altitude,
there is a wonderful instrument which, in times gone b>',
w..as warranted to flash electric signais to the lire station
in case of conflagration, or ta the police station in case
of' burglary, or to the cab stand in case locomotion w.as
desired. No.., tradition deciarcd that this w.onderful
instrument having becas long out of use, hiad become dis-
connccted and was no longer capable of fulfilling its
responsible functions; but a mcddiesome Artsman lias
recently found to his cost (twenty.five cents in silver) that
tradition cannet aiways be rclied upon. It happened thus.
He wvas very curious ta know. if the thing rcaiiy w.orked,
and with a grim determaination to settle thc matter with
experimental proof, touched tire signal for a cab. History
fails to explain wvls> lie preferred to experiment w.ithi a cab
rather than a flre-rcel or squad of policemen ; it lcaves us
only to imagine his chagrin '.'.'en the jehu promptly
demanded his fare at the door a few minutes later!

At the regular meeting of the S.M.S. on the x8th uIt., '.ery
interesting verbal reports of winter missionary work wcre
given by csr.J. W. McKenzie, Bl.A., and Mýuray
WVatson, and an earncst nhissionary paper wvas rcad by
Mr. Murdoch M\cK,'enzie. At the iast meeting of this
societ., February Sth, bcsidcs some instructive anatter
frons tire ncws comnsittce, a long and well-sustained dis-
cussion took place in reference to tire fields to bc taken
up next summer.

Wliat becomes of the old magazines in the reading-
roomn from )-ear to year ? Occasionally w..e catch glimpses
of stray copies here and there in dusty recesses of the
library sheives, and '.v have oftex wondercd if some more
permanent us2e might not be found for them. It has been
suggestedl that aftcr a certain period they should be sold
ta suchi students as express a desire to possess particular
papers or numbers. It is a giaring fact that our suppiy of
magazine literature is meagre and unsatisfactory ; and
werc some arrangement come at for holding an auction


