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to wvork out their owvn destiny first of ail apart, and. makze the
mnost of their own special abilities and circuinstances.

Now, there is no question that the niost potent influence
whvereby nian bias been broken up into nationalities ani tiiese
kept separate fromi each other is the diversity of language.
This bas been the chief hindrance to thie formation of world
empires in every age and when thleyhave been formied it bas had
most to do withi tlieir disruption. It has checked intercourse,
interfered, with the ready flowv of sympathy, created misunder-
standing and suspicion even am3ng those tiiat wvere otherwise
close of kmn. No mode of cou:îteracting tlîis repellant force
lias ever been .devised *which couid dlaim more than a temi-
porary success. A Nebuchadnezzar ùr an Alexander, a Caesar
or a Napoleon miglit produce an al-parent unification of nation-.
alities by his iiitary genins. But the moment their strong
bands were wîthidrawni -the combinations f ell to pieces. And
the cleavage -%vas commonly rtIong, language lines. This
earliest effort on the plain of Shinar, wvhichi at first promised
to, be'successful, wvas frustrated by exactly the saine cause as
the others. In itself diversity of languages seenis a great evil,
irnposing onerous burdenis on the race, wvhich, it is ill-fltted

to bear. But as the safeguard of nationality it bas been, like
inost other divine judgments, an unspeakable biessing to, the

-%vorld. It lias been the effective duarantee of liberty and the
indispensable condition of real progress in civilization.

This disrupting power of Ianguage and the ultimate good
that cornes froin it are pernaps hardiy aniong the common-
places of thought, even to us. But it is probably a good 'leal
easier for us to see the inner connection between these thingys
than it would have been fore the early writer of this book, if he
had been left to his own unaidedl observation; and a good deal
easier for himi than fôr those in the midst of the events. Indeed

thère is no reason to suppose tLhat they understood the matter
at ail. It is one of the many intangible proofs of the wvrit--r's
inspiration that he wvas enabled so, far to. penetrate the philoso-


