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we found a picee of half burnt paper which had
apparently been a portion of the wadding of a
gun. [t was 2 small portien of a letter.but only
one word could be made out, and that was mere-
ly the word “‘and,”’ but the handwriting seemed
familiar—s0 much so, that Kllen started when
she sawit.”

** Whose hand was it in ?”’

¢ Rdward Bland’s.”’

lidward Bland’s ?”

“Yes, Kllen and T eompared the word with
the sawe one in his letters, and it was precisely
the same,  Your assassiu must be a correspon-
dent of his.”

*That does not follow my dear; he may have
merely stolen or found the letter. A man who
would murder another in such a manner, would
be guilty of any baseness, ™

T thought that I had joined one link of the
chain which is to discover him, but I fear that
T deccived myself.”

“ Perhaps not, Alice. This may be a link of
that chain ; but T only caution yon not to have
too high hopes lest they may prove delusive.”

Just then Kllen Foster came in and joined
the lovers,

‘ Upon my word, Charles.” shesaid,  you
have a most miraculous way of getting into dan-
ger. However, in_the last instance you were
]1)101’{ :,l,lone init, and that does not make itso

ad.

“Imust confess Ellen that however mueh 1
appreciate the werits of good society T eannot
see t;!mt it is any advantage in a case of drown-

o

bt

T \What a capital rer uer you are, Charles.
T am chavmed with - ar logie. I retract my
words; but then yoa will confess that it is very
unpleasant to he alone, especially _when one 1s
in a disagrecable situation. Am I not right?”’

“Alone,” muttered Charles, as he mused
over the word; I have been alone long
enough, and looking up he answered, gaily,
“Ttis bad being alone, is it not Alice ?—won't
you name the day ?”’

“Let me name it,” said Ellen, ‘““and T'll say
this day week. Iow does that suit your views,
Charles, and yours, Alice?”’

¢ Agreed,” said Charles, jumping from his
chair, and playfully grasping Alice’s hand.
Won't this day weck do as well as next year?”’

Alice blushed and looked confusea as any
young lady might be expected to do under the
circumstances ; and Iillen. made her eseape
from the room, leaving the lovers to finish the
conversation themselves.  'We need not give all
that was said pro and con; the result of’it was
that the day of Ellen’s choosing was agreed on,
and preparations immediately commenced for
the wedding, which was to be on a grand scale.

Mrs. Alton cntered a feeble protest against
the shortness of the notice but_as she was in a
decided minority, she waived her objections
as all minorities should do, and accepted the
situation.

‘ FORGED STAMPS

FROM

“THE

VADE

MECUM”

BY J. M. STOURTON, ESQ.

SPAIN.
Forgery No. 2.

GENUL E.
Werds ¢ Correo’ and

ForaED .
Words ¢ Correo’ and

* Franco' are of moder- |  Franco, ave very large,
atesize, and do not, in[and touchinse veral
any place, touch t h e plices, the white line

white line below them.

elow them.

The queen has a nez{the queen's nose is

retrousse.

perfeetly straight.

1851, Fead of Qheen to theright. 6 e.,

black. Rect.

Date indicated.

Forgery, No. 1.

GENUINE.

In this Stamp also
the queen hasanex
refrousse,

Corner ornaments are
composed of nine or
ten folds. The black
line surrounding the in-
seription and value, is
very thin.,

The end of the queen’s
hair almost touches the
bordgs; line.

ThEleft hand hottom
corner of the queen’s
neck almost touches the
border.

FoRraED.

The queen’s nose is
quite straight.

Corner ornaments
are only composed of
Jive folds.

Black line surround-
ing the iuseription and
value, is remarkably
thicl.

The end of thequeen’s
hair does notnearly
touch the border line.

The left hand bottom

corner of the queen’s
neck is some distance

from the border.

Forgery, No- 2.

GENUINE.

Above the wreath
nine st r ok e smay be
counted.

The shading of the
chin and neck is com-
posed wholly of little
dots. |

Die-printed.

1850. Ilead of Queen to the left.
Date indicated.

reales, cinnamon.
GENUINE.
The hottom of the

neck touches the white
line below it.

Background is com-
posed of crossed lines
very close together.

All the letters in
¢ Certificado’ arec of the
same size.

FORGED.

There are only s
stinkesabovethe
wreath. |

The shading of the
chin and neck is com-
posed of both dots and

NCes.
Lithographed.

Reet. 5

ForGED.

The bottom of the
neck does n ot nearly
touch the whitelino
below it. :

The linesin the back-
ground arc further
apart.

The letters ‘DO’ of
? Certificado’ are small-
er than the rest of the
letters.




