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niatter of atanips is treated. i b.is btitte-
mnent,ta be underbtoodl, needs, doubtlebb
a soinewvhat lengthy explanation, but ilu-
ztead of attemipting one, I bhall rather
point out saine of the inconsibtucncies %%hichi
Iliave encountered during my compara-
tiv'cly brief phlitelic car-eer, a fewv of the
more glaring anc-s.

A shjoît, tiine ago I greatly desired to
toinpîcte a fewv bets, cach of ' hiîch laeked
the niiobt expensive stamlp nccss:ary to
coiplete tie saine. 1 accordiîigly senit
want li.-t.3 ta several, deulers, and %vas at
lat. rewa-zrdedl by recei'.iîg a bLaînp an ap-
praval, tagether withi a nîote frani the
deuder stalting thiat lie regretted the fact
that the staînp 'vas lx ltie aon1 zavcaunit
of liaving onîe straigit edge; liovev-er, if I
could use il in tliat conidition, I igh-t
have it a (hicoli'it c'-îra la :uger than
could lhave beteii. o1îe,&-<l hiad the stami)
beeîî perforzated un four bides. 0f course
1 took, the staip., lait it. !aced ta nie a
trille inconsistent to give a discount off a
stanip %vliceh abviausly was mure of a
"t-ara.avis"' than oîîe af the ordiîîary per-
forated-oni-four-sides kind. As every one
kniows, thiere are fewcr titamips witlh two
straight edge3. Ouglit itot, then, the
&traiglît edge samps ta be mare rare, and
consccjuently more desirable and highier in
price than ordinary stamps which are per-
orated on four aides? In a recent issue of
the U. S. surcharged for Cuba, it happen-
ed that in printing the five cent etamps,
the lower lobe cf one of the "«B's" beoaine
broken, thercby making the surcharge on
this particular stamp in each sheet somne-
what resemble "'CUPA,"' and this so-cahled
error or variety i. eatalogued in the 59th
at $1.00, while the Perfect specinxen is
catalogued at buè the usual advanee over

face. By the baine token, then, oughît îlot
the btraighit edge btaimp, wh1ichi constitutes
but a binaîl fraction of the entire issue bu
Nvarth considerably mare than the athers?
And ouglit tiat thase vcry scarce tw o-
straighit cdge staxnps be warth as imuel in
praportion ns thjis "CIJA" f rcak? If a
brokiex type in a surchlarge xnakesi a 'Vx

icty," thenl surely the straighît edge stanihu,
wvhiich is an cntircly legitiînxtce production,
is cqutahly cîîtitlcd ta distinction. If %ie
are ta pay attention ta buch unintentioanx
varieties, let us be conîsistent about tie
inatter, and give the btraight edge its just
des:erts. Let us mnake plîilatcly a scienîce,
anid discontinue foal's play.

The inatter of the difference in price bc-
tîveen ubed and unuted spIeciineiis li.îs
been extensively trcated by varions phîlla-
telie writers, but a wvord mare or Iess an

,tîîe subjeet wvill îot be ont of place here.
1 arn forccd to confeas whcen 1 turii ta (lhie
pages iii ny album devoted ta the Central
Ainericaxi cauntries, and un obliged ta
admit that the beautiful unused speuitne-îî
which adorii those piges are îvorth but a
few cents eachi, and eonsiclerab]y less thxan
canelled tpecimnens of the same stampl
that phihately bas not y et reaclied the
stage when it can properly ternied a
"cscience," and cannot be until there is
some înethod of daing away with these
worthlcss back nurubers whieli sanie
second or third rate goveriaments palm off
on the philatelic publie at the end of each
year. Sa long as we permit ourselves to
be imposed upon in this miner, so long
we cannot consiBtently, it seems to me, ia
any sense b. termed "«scientists," and the
term «'freake"' is undoubtedly more appro-
priate. Sanie one will inquire now why I
do flot practise what 1 preach, and remove


