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HOME AND BOHOOL.

LESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTER,
STUDIES IN THR KINGS,

B.C. 975.) LESSON II.
IpotATRY ESTARLISHED,
1 Kings 12, 86-33 Commit to mem, vs. 28-31,

GonprN TrXT,

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
—Ex. 20. 3.
Crntran TRUTH,

Disobedience to God ruins tho brightest
hopes.

[July 12

DaiLy RrADINGS,

A, 1 Kings12, 18-23. Tk, 2Chron. 12. 1-16,
7. 1 Kings 13, 1-10, #, 1Chron, 13.1-22,
33, 34; 14, 19,20,
. 1 Kings 14, 21-31. Sa. Lov. 26. 1-20.
S, Dout. 8. 1-20.

Time,—B.C. 975, svon after the division
of the kingdom,

PARALLEL AccouNT.—2 Chron., chs. 11,
2.

CirounmsTANCES.—]In our last lesson wo
saw tho kingdom divided. ‘L'he ten tribes,
henecoforth called fsraeliles, chose Jeroboam
for their king. Rehoboam raised an army
of 180,000 soldiors, and proposed to subdue
the revolted tribes, but he was forbidden of
God. Jeroboam immediately began to estab-
lish his kingdom, as recorded in to-day's
-} lesson,

JeropoaM’s Prosrecrs.—(1) Jeroboam
was the free choice of the people. (2) Ho
had good talents and exporienco. (3)He
had the promise of success from Ged, if he
.| would serve him. (4) He had a large, popu-
lous, prosperous people. The prospects
«| before him were briéht, bot he ruined them

by want of faith in God.

HELPS OVER HARD PLAGES.—25. Buill—
Built up, fitted for his capital, Shechem—
"I'hé largest town in Ephraim, his own tribe;
centrally situated for his capital. Aount
Ephyaim—The hill country of Epbraim,
Panuel (faco of God)—East of the Jordan on
the brook Jabbok. It was for a defence of
his eastern borders. Here Jacob wrestled
with the angel, (Gen. 32, 24-32,) 27. If
this people do sacrifice, ote.—If Jerusalom
should continue to be the religious capital,
and the people went up there three times a
year as commanded, there would soon be a
reunion of the kingdoms, Kill me—Jero-
boam ; to make the reunion possible, 28,
Two calves—Probablyimitations of the cheru-
bim over the ark, and the collossal ones in
Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 6. 2328.) One
of their four faces was that of. an ox. He
allied his worship to the old. They were
not intended to be false gods, but symbols of
Jehovah, 29, Beth-el (house of God)—an
ancient place of worship on the southern
borders of Ephraim, 12 mi.les north of Jeru-
salem., Dan—An old heathen shrine in the
extreme north, at the sources of the Jordan.
(Sce Judg, 18. 1-29.) 30. Became a sin—(1)
It broke the second commandment; (2) it
led to idolatry; (3) it made the people
irreligious ; (4) it led to the immoralities of
idol worship. 31, JLowest of the people—
Rather all classes of the people. The pricsts
of the Levites had gone over to Rehoboam,
(2 Chron 11. 13, 14.) 32. Feastin the cighth
month—JInstead of feast of tabernacles, their
thanksgiving day, in thé seventh month as
ordained by God.

SuBJECTS POR SPeAL REPORTS.—Review
of last lesson.—Joroboam’s prespects and
possibilities.— His policy and_the reason of
it.—The foolishness of worldly policy that
disobeys God.—The golden calves.—Bethel
—Dan.—The results of Jeroboam’s policy.

QUESTIONS.

Inrropucrory.——How long had Israel been
one kingdom? (Saul was made king B.C.
1095.) %Vhen was it divided? From what
causs? How many tribes went from Reho-
boam? Who was chosen their king ?

Sumsxcr: Briont Horgs BLasrep By
DISOBEDIENCE,

I. Briour PRrosrects oF JEROBOAM'S
Kineposr.—What had God promised Jero-
boam? (1 Kings 11. 37, 38.) On what
condition? 1low would his natural ability
and experlence aid his prospects? (1 Kings
11, 28.) By whose choice washe made king?
{1 Kings 12.20.) What was the size and
condition of hic kingdom? Could his life
and roign have becn u great success? Have
weo equal hopes and prospects?

II. WorupLy Portoy (ve. 28-28.)—What
place did Jeroboam mako hiscapitalt Why?
What other place did he fortify? What
foar urose in Jeroboam's mind? Was thoro
dangor in this direotion? What polivy did
ho proposoe_as o guard agninst this danger?
Why waa it o false P)hoy? Is any polioy
ood that ferfeits the favour of God, or
renks his lows ?

I, Tur Resour,~IporATRY Estan.
LISHED (vs. 28-33.)— What did Jérehoam do
first in pursuance of his policy?t What
woro_these ‘“calves ™ like? (1 Kings 6. 23
27; Ezek, 1. 6-10,) Why did Jeroboam
imitato the temple symbols? Did he mean
tho people to worship falso gods, or tho true
Godinawrong way? Which commandmont
did he break? Whore did ho place theso
5oldou idols? Why in these places? How

id this act become a sin? Whom did he
make pricsts?  Why? What change did he
make n the divinely appointed festivals !

IV, His Briont Prosrecrs DESTROYED
By 118 Poriev.—What promise did Jeroboam
forfeit by his course? (1 Kings 11. 37, 38.)
What did he loso personally? (1 Kings 13,
1.6, 34; 14. 1.) How long did his line last?
(1 XKings 15. 25-30.) What bad name was
fastened upon him forever? (1 Kings 16,
26, 31.) What was one effect of his king-
dom? (2 Chron, 11, 13-16.) Is there any
true and lasting onccess oxcost by obedience
to God? (Lev. 26. 1.20,) Give examples,
What is the promise of God to us? (Matt.
6. 33.) How was Jeroboam’s failure the
result of a want of faith?

PRAOTIOAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. God gives us many precious prospects
for this life and tho next.

2. They are given on condition that wo
serveand obey him,

3. All worldly policy is foolish, that
breaks the laws of God.

4. Religion and morality aro essential to
true prosperity.

5. Want of faith in God lcads us to sin
for the sake of somo advantage.

6. God has many ways of bringing his
})romises to pass cven when we cannot sco
how it can be done.

7. Faith in God, and obedionce to God
are the ways to a happy and successful life.

Review Exeroisg. (For the whole School
in concert.)

7. Who was chosen king of the ten tribes?
Axs. JerolLoam, theson of Nebat. 8. What
danger did he fear? Ans, 'That if Jerusalem
should continue to be the religious centro of
his people, he would lose his kingdom. 9.
What did he doto avert this danger? Axs.
e zet up golden images in Bethel and Dan.
10. What was the effect? Ans, Ho for-
feited the favour of God ; he led the people
into sin ; and brought ruin upon his }amily
and upon the nation,

B.C. 929-914,] LESSON III.
OMRI AND AHAB,
1 Kings 16, 23-84. Commil to mem, vs, 30-83.
GoLpeN TrxT,

The way of the wicked is an abomination
unto the Lord.—Prov. 15. 9.

CENTRAL TRUTIL

The wicked tend to grow worse and worse,
DaiLy REAVINGS,

M, 1Kings 15, 1-15. Th. 1 éiings 16. 15-

T, 1 Kings15.25.34, . Josh, 6. 17-27.
I, 1 Kings 10. 1-10. Sa. Prov. 4. 14.27,
Su, Matt. 3. 1-12,

Time.—B.C. 929-914,
after the last lesson.

InTervaNinG History.—1 Kings, chs, 13-
16. 2 Chron., chs. 13-17. Fifty years have
Kaseed sincoe the kingdom was divided.

Neither was perfect, but Judah was the
better of the two. After Rehoboum and
his son Abijah there followed two long reigus
of good men, who brought the people back
to religion and to God. But the Kingdom
of Isracl grow worse and worse. Jeroboam'’s
line ended with his son, and every ono of
his family was slain.  ‘The usurper Bansha
wasg treated in the same way. ‘Lhen Omri,
u genoral, was chosen king, and ho and his
sor Ahab led the people farther and farther
away from CGod.

Hrres over HAnp Praces.—23, Thirty-
first year of Asu—B.C. 925, Omri—'The
sixth king of Isrsel; was o general in the
army. His tribe is uniknown., ZTwelve

[July 19,

Some fifty years

years—Four of theso weroe speirt in civil war,

and for only eight did ho roign over a united
kingdom, ~The thirly firot vear of Asn
marks the boginning of the eight years, not
of the twelve, Ztr:ak—A fow miles from
Shechem. 24, The hill Samarie—8ix miles
from Shechom. A })lnco specially fittod for
hiseapital  7'wo talonts — \ talont is §1042. -
60 of our money., 20. His sin—Setting up
tho idol calves, and leading the people into
idolatry, 20, Book of the Chronicles—Not
the books of that name in our Bible, but the
national recovds, 20, 2'Airty-cighth year of
dsa—-B C. 918, 31, Jezebel—Tho samo
name as our Jaabel, She was a strong-
willed woman, beautiful and attractive, and
an idolator.  Zidonians-- On the coast of the
Mediterranean Sea.  Tha kingdom includod
Tyro and Sidon. Baal—The sun god. 32
The house of Baal—A splendid tomple Ahab
built for this idol, 33, Made a grove—
Rather, & wooden pillar, the symbol of
Ashtoreth or Astarte, regarded as tho wife
of Baal. Sho was like the Grecian Venus,
and was worshipped with licontious rites.
34. Hiel and Belh-elite 1.e.,,—Who lived at
Bothel, the seat of one of Jerohoam’s idols,
Build Jericho—A curse was laid upon who-
soovor should robuild this city. (Sece Joshua
6. 26.) His fir-t-born died when he began
to build, and his youngest when he had
comploted it,

Supsxers ¥or SrrorAL  Rerorrs,—The
intervening history,—Omri.—Ahab,.—Jeze-
bel.—Bzal.~The *“ grove.”—The robuilding
of Jericho,

QUESTIONS.

InTropUCTORY,~How muc1 time intor.
venes between the last lesson and this?
Who reigned in the kingdom of Judah
during this time? Wore thoy good or bad
kings? Name the succossion of kings in
Jsracl, What was the general condition of
things there?

Sumsecr: Growing Wonsk AND WORSE,

I. OMu1,—OQurwARD SPLENDOUR AND IN-
CREASING SIN (vs, 23.28).—Who was Omri?
How long did he reign? In what years
before Christ? Where was his capital?
For how much did he purchase the hill of
Samaria? From whom did the placo receive
itsname ? What was the character of Omri’s
reign? Why is it said that this evil was
“in the sight of the Lord1” Whoso bad
exnmplo did he follow? What was Jero-
boam’s sin? What worse did Omri do?
What is meant by ¢ provoking tho Lord to
anger?” Are all good beings indignant at
sin? Is God angry still wit%n sin?” What
is meant by vanities? Was Omri a great
man? Wheoro was the history of his reign
recorded? What lessons can you learn
from his history?

II. AuAp,—Wonrsg AND WORSE TIHROUGIT
Ban CoMpANIONS (vs. 29.34),—Who suc-
ceeded Omri? How long did he reign?
What was his character? What did he do
that was worso than the decds of those who
weont beforehim? Who was Jezebel? What
was her character? What influence did she
have over Ahab? Whby is it dangerous to
make bad persons our intimate companions?
What does David say of bad companions?
(Ps. 1.1; 26. 4,5; 10), 7.) What does
Soloman say? (Prov. 1. 15; 4. 14, 1E; 12
11; 13, 20; 22. 24, 25.) What does Paul
say ? (1Cor. 6. 11 ; 15. 33 ; 2 Cor, 6. 14-18,)
How did Ahab favour idolatry? What was
Baal? What is meant here by ¢ grova?”
What nccount is given here showing the
evil influcnces of the times? Whero did
Hiel live? Under what special evil influ-
ences? (1 Kings 12. 28, 29, 33.) What
curse was pronounced on the rebuilder of
Jericho? (Josh. 6. 26.) How wae }t ful-
filled? Was Hiel's act a defiance of God?
Can such acts go unpunished ?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1, The tendeney of the sinner is to grow
worse and worse,

2. A nation may have splendid buildings
und gain great victorics, and yet grow
worse and worse,

.3. Tt is an awful thing to lead othors into
sin.

4. One wrong step leads to anothor.

a 5. God is angry with tho wicked overy
ay.

Revirw Exercise, (For the whole Scirool
in cencert.)

11, Name the first soven kings of Isracl
in order,  ANs, Jeroboam, Nadabh, Baasha,
Blab, Zimri, Omri, Ahab. 12, What was
the stato of the kingdom?! Ans, Growing
worse aud worse, 13. In what respect?
Axs. (1) By ropeating the sing of their
fathers; (2) by alliance with heathens; (3)
by introdiicing the most immoral idolatrics ;
(4) by leading others into sin; (5) by defi-
anco of God,

Neatly Bound in Cloth and lustrated,
COUSIN KATE'S LIBRARY E

Tach with Coloured Frontisplece and an Iify I
minated Sido. 18mo. £

Prico 20 cents each, ;

Tove Thy Neighbour as Thyaelf.

T'rust in God.

Wisdom'’s Ways aro Pleasantness.

The Way to be Happy.

The Story of Ned, the Shopherd Boy

Tho Iead, or tho Hoart ?

Six stories, having for their object the
teaching of gospol truths and Christinn prin
ciples, Good books for Sunday acholars o
for Sunday home reading.

LITTLE ALICE'S LIBRARY.
Eashwith Coloured Frontispieco and an llu
minated Side. 18mo,
Little Alico’s Palace
The Power of Truth,
Tho One Moss-Roso,
Power,
Stories on tho Lord’s Prayer,
Sunny Facos, Blessed Hands.
Faithful Nicolette.
Little Henry and His Bearor.
Livo to be Useful.
Freddy and Ilis Bible Texts,
The Giants, and How to Fight Them
Fanny Burton.

By tho Rov. P B,

A series of ploaging tales and shors |
addresacs for children, by writors who are |38y

well known for their power of interesting
and instructing the young.

THE “LITILE ROSA” SERIES.
A NKW SET BY POPULAR AUTIHORS.
Each Illustrated with Six Engravings by
E. M. Scannell,

Gentleman Jim. By Mrs, Ji. Prentiss,

Little Rosa. By Mrs, K. Prontiss,

Abby Blake. By thé Author of *“The Babes
in tho Basket,” &c.

The Boy Friond. By the Author of *“The
Bubes in the Basket,” &e.

The Little Musicians, By tho Author of
*The Babes in the Basket,” &e.

Joo'’s Partner. By tho Author of *The

Babes in tho Basket,” &ec.

Only a Slip. By Elmer Burleigh.

The Lost Book, By Anaie Lucas.

Ouly Johnny Brown. By the Author of
¢ Dreams and Deeds.”

Leon, and the Lesson He Learned, By the
Author of * Dreams and Decds.”

I'he Star Boys. Translated from Karl Otto
Thelemann.

The Amulet. By Cousin Kate,

The Little Chimnoy Sweep. By W.B. F.

TOE IIOME LIBRARY FOR
LITTLE READERS.

With Frontispieco printed in Colours. Also
in Stiff Paper Covers, 4d, each.
Koyal 18mo,

Jesaio Graham,

Blind Alice and Her Benefactors.
Florence Arnes ; or, Is She Generous?
Storics for i.ittle Raaders,

Love Tokens for Children,

A Kiss for a Blow, By H. C. Wright.
Little Clara. By Mrs. Anna Bache.
Grace and Clara.

Sunshine and Shade.
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Sowing and Reaping. i
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Woell-Spent Hour, By Eliza Leo Follen. |

Harry Burne, and Other Stories,

The Sister, and Other Stories. 1

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 XN STrexT BasT, TORONTO.
C. W. COA'TES, Montreal, Quo. ‘
S, ¥, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.5: °




