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HELEN MACARTNEY.

“Proxise me that you will not grow weary,
dearest, during the long, long years that must
elapse ere I can claim the hand which now
trembles in mine,”’ said Horace Medwin to her
who had just plighted her faith 10 him.

#* Do not expect too much of me, Horace,”
was the reply: “1 cannot promise that my
heart will be patient while years are stealing
the brightness from my eye, and the freshness
from my feclings.”

“Perhaps, you will repent a pledge which
must be so tardily redeemed.”

“You knotw me too wel! 10 believe so, Ho-
race: I would {ain sce you content with your
present prospects of success, and even at the
risk of seeming most unmaidenly in my wish-
eg, I will say that a mere competence with
you would be all that I should ask to insure
us happiness. Wealth will be dearly pur-
chased by all the terrible anxieties of a long
absence; yet since you think its acquisition
essential 1o vour comfort, it is not for me to
oppose my wishes to your superior judgment.
‘They also scrve who stand and wait;’ and
since I can do nothing 1o aid you in the por-
suit of riches, I can at lcast *bide the time.’—
Go where yourt scnse of duty calls you, Ho-
race, and remember that whether your cfiorts
are crowned with success, or your hopescrash-
cd by misfortunes, this hand is yours when-
ever you claim my pledge.”

“ Bicss you, bless you, my own sweet He-
len ; that promise will be my only solace in
my cxile, and oh! twhat a stimulus to exertion
‘ shall 1 find in theremembrance of those 1cars.”

Helen Macartaey was the child of one of
those gified but unfortunate persons who scem
bora to dil-luck. Her father’ whole hife had
been a scerics of mistakes; he had quit college
in 2 fit of pique just as he was fully prepared
to reccive those high honours which might
havabeen of great service to him in the career
of stiznee to which heevenally devoted him-
s21f; he abandoned a profession in which per-
severance would have made him eminenily
saccessfal; he failed in mercanule businese
because hie could not tic his thoughts down to
the details of commerce; in the lowest ¢bb of
his foriuncs he marricd, not from love dbut
compassion, the proud and penniless daughter
of a decayed family, who brought him a dow-
1y of poor relations; and, finally, he wasied
his reslly finc wlents, which, if properly ex-
eseed, would have stcored him st lcast tie
cosmforts of lif}e, upon schemos and projects

which were 23 idleas Alnaschar’s dream. As
the eye of the mathematician traceson the blus
ficld of ether the diagram which solves his
newly combined problem, so the fancy «f the
speculative philosopher builds 1n the vague ar
his hopes of fame and fortune; but, unhke the
man of science, who from his visionary plan
deduces a demonstrable truth, the man of
schemes is doomed ever to see his fairy fabrics
fade, without leav.ng a wreck behind. The
only thing which ever had power to withdraw
the thoughts of the projector from his unreal
{ancies, was his love for his gentledaughter.—
t1e had thoroughly instructed her in all that
forms the true foundaton of learning, and no
expense was spared in the acquisiton of thoss
clegant accomplishments which add so great
a charm to female socicty. Helen was a gift-
cd and gracdful woman, as well as a finescho-
lar. Beanuful and gentle, with superior talents,
correct taste, and a character which the dis-
cipline of circumstances had prematurely
strengthened, without impairing the freshness
of her fechngs, she was a creature worthy to
be loved and cherished by soine noble heart.—
But her life had never been a hoppy one, for,
from her carlicst childhood, her mether’s way-
ward mdolence, and her father’s iotal want of
worldly wisdom, had produced an irregular,
scrambling sort of sysiem, in their hitle house-
hoid, the discomforts of v hich had been felt by
Helen long before she was capaple of under-
s*~nding or remedying the cvil. Leading 2
very secluded ife, and absorbed in thos: petiy
cares which engrossso much umeand thought
1n a household where there 1s no wealth to pur-
chase immunity from labour, she felt liule dis-
position to indulge 1 the gaicuies so natural to
herage.  Conscious of «he besuty which her
innate perception of ol things lovely cnabled
her to discover in her own sweet face, and per-
haps displaying a trace of githish vanuy 1w the
preasion with which her dress was always
adapicd to ihe fine proporuons of her siately
figure, she was yeu untamicd by mere persons
al vanity. She adornad her person even as
she improved her mund, rather for the grauiid-
cation of her own elegant tasic than wih g
wish to attract the admiration of others.
Among the vatious prrssite which Mr. M-
caniney'sversaule talentsenabled bun tozdopt,
asa mceans of subsisience, that in which he
was mos: successfol was the insiruciion of
vouth. Possessing 2 pecular alent for sTm-
phfving the mystenes of ssicnee, ke might
have rcaped a rich harvest from o gft nhchs
perhaps one of thorarest of intelloctual endowe



