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HELEN DI.ACARTNXEY.

"Pno-ssE me that you iill not grow wear3',
dearest, during the long, long years that must
clapse ore 1 can claini tho biand whiclb now
trembles in mine," said Horace -Iedwin ta lier
wiio bad jus: piighîed hier failli 10 him.

"Do flot expect too mucb of nie, Horace,"
was tbe reply:- I canet promise thai my
heart wiIi be patient wbiie years arc siealing
the brightness fron iny eyc, and the freshness
from my feelings."'

"Perhaps, you ivill repent a pledge wbiclb
must bc se tardily redcenied."

"lYou knor. ine tee wel! Io believe so, Ho-
race: I %vould fain sc you content vitha your
present prospects of success, and even nailei
risk of seenîing mosi unmaidenly in ny wish-
es, 1 wvill say that a mere competence wiîh
you would bc ai tiîat 1 shouid asic to insure
us happiness. Wealîh. wii bc dearly pur-
chased by ail the terrible anxiecies of a long
absence; yet since you think its acquisition
esseniial to, vaur eomfort, it is noi for nie ie
oppose niy wisbes to your superior judgment.
1 They ise serve %wlîo si 'and and wait;' and
since 1 catil do noching co aid you tin the pur-
suit of riches, I can at Icast 'bide the imre.'-
G~o wbecre your scns.- of duty oeils you, Ho-
race, and remember latua wheibcr your c.forts
arc rrowncdtwitli success, or your iopes cracsh-
cd by misfortunes, iblis bard is yours irhea-
evcr you dlaim my piedge2'

13icss you, biessyou, my own swcet He-
Ion ; thai promise NwIll bc my only solace in
my exile, and oh! what a stimulus to exertion
shail I fxnd ini ihieremnembrarce of choseter.

Helen ïNacaricy was the child of one of
chlose gifecd but unfortunatecpcrsans who scem
bor. to iil-luck-. Ber idie whole lîfe had
becn a series of mistakes; ho badl quit coliege
in afit ofpique just as ho was fully preprcd
to reccive chose high honours which migit
have been of grcal service ce bim In the carcr
,or sclence ce whichi liecvenicuahly devoîedl hlmn-
self; -,ob abancloncdl a profession ira which per-
tevrance ivuld have made Iiim eminentiy

hucea olli failedl ina mercantile business
bzczuse hoe could flot tic bis choughts down to
th;: decaits cf commerce; ini the lowest cbb of
bis fortune he maried, flot fom !ove but
compssion, the proud and penniiess daughtcr
of a dccycd fam.Iy, who brought lm a dow-
ry of poor relations; and, finally, ho %%sîcd
bis rccmly finc talentis, 'which, ïf propexly ex-
CZ!Cd, wcald have secu-rcd him at leas: the
coraforia of l-.%, upon scbemos and projects
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which wereas idie as A'lnasehar's dreamn. As
the oye of the n'athemaiician traces on the bitue
field o! cilher tlie diagram whtch solves lits
newly conibined problem, se the fancy cf the
speculative philosopher builds ina the vague air
lus bopes o! famne and fortune; but, unhke Ibe
man of science, %vho fri bais visionary plan
deduces a demonsirable trurli, the man of
sehemes is doonied ever co see bis fairy fabries
fade, wvitlaout ieav.ng a wreck beliind. The
offly tbing wbicbi cver biad powver co withdrav;
ihe ihoughts of lie projecior froifi his unreal

wace,~as is love for bis gcn tiedaug-hier.-
le bad ihaorougbly înstructcd bier in ail that

forms the truc foundatron of learning, and ne
exîaense was spared in the acquisition of thosa
elega,.nt accomplishinents wh'bch add se great
a charrn ce female society. Helen %vas a gift-
cd und gract ul i oman, as vel as a finesella-
lar. Beatiful and gentie, witb superior talents,
correct caste, and a characier w'hil tue dis-
cipline of circunîstiances bad p-.eiîaturely
strengtlicned, without impairing the freshness
o! lier feelings, sile Nras a crencure %vorthy to
bc Iovcd and cberislied by soine noble lier--
But lier life land iiever lîcen n happy one, for,
froin lier caria-ct childiîood, lier w.ciher's-,way-
ward Indolece, and bier faalîcr's iotal wvant of
..vorid1y wisdum, had proditccd an irregular,
scrambling sort o! sysieni, in theirhlebouse-
hoid, tue discoinforts of t h:ctîhand bzen feUt by
Helen long before she w~as capaple cf carder-
s--'nd'ng or remedying the ovii. Leading a
very seciudtd *.fe, and absorbed in chlose peîîy
cares which cngross somucb unie and thoazght
in a lîaîsehold wiîce îre îs noe wcalîh t0 pur-
Clase imniurucy from labour, she felt itile dis-
position co indulgoe in tic galettes se raturaI te
ber age. C-unscioua o! 3he hezuty which ber
innace perception o! il things lovely cnabled
lier te dis-over in lier own sweec face,aand per-
ilups displaying a trace o! girlîsh vaniîy in the
precsion w-ith ibich lber drcss %,as naas
aidapcd te ;he fine proporions o! lier s»-ctely
figur-, she was yeî unîaincid by more persoa-
ai vanuty. She adorried lier person en as
she inîproved bier irind, racher f.or chie gralitl-
c3tien. or lier own ccant taiste ghan wuîih Ibo
.vih to atr.it tle admiration of oiher.

.&morg te va-nous purs7uica wvhich 'MT. Ma-
Carin ty's vrsaile talents cn2lJali l'aa e dopi,
as a milas cf subsisience, chai in xvh.ch ho
wos il os: sxcctss!ul %vis Io isrciorc
youîbh. Po~siga pecul:ar Waerr 1ir smi.
piafying the mysicries cf sae-;ncc, he inight
have rcapc-d Il rich hzrvesc froin Il g.fc uh ch;£~
prhaps o cf Ibo raresi cf ircci!cvciunl cadow-,


