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THIE BERMIUDAS.

To rTE EDITOR or' TuiE Am.&RA!NTH,

Sir,-P eeling an carncst desire, se far as my
humble means wiil admit, te centribute te your
)Monthly «.Niscellany, 1 shall occasionally take
the liberty cf forwardingy you a fewv cf the pro.
ductions cf heurs Iong, sincc passed away, in
due hiope that they may be deemned wcrthy cf
public approbation. And ns that %Yhich 1 now
seud is commeniorative of iny Icaving thel3er-
niudas, permit me te give a brief description cf
those charming Islands, wherc several cf the
happiest ycars cf my life were spent: ivhere its
&;inciden ts were interwoven by the hiand cf for-
tune,'kaftcr a varied but net distasteful pattern:
and whcre, te use the words cf Waller,

"Se scfî thc air, se, moderate the clime,
None sickly live, or die before their prime."

THa. BEamuDAs arc a clusterof small islands,
ia about the sanie latitude as Madeura, and in
tie longiude cfHIal-1fax. Thiey frm ahep'rin.-
rpal naval station, and te a power like Great
Britain, unay bc considered the key cf North
Anterica. 0f this the' geverniment cf the «iel-
ther Cettntry is well awarc ; and during the
hast twenty-flve or thirty years, it has bcstow-
ti much labour and expence in erecting a nua-
rai arsenal, and securin.- il by extensive forti-
fications.

These islands possess great means cf natur-
Fi defcncc hiowvcr, in the cxte.ndcdi reefs of
coral rocks, that nl:uest cntirciy surround
thein; thrcuglt which a vessel miust bc navi-
gaied with great care by ekilful piloîs, and
must obcy a rendy lieim. The principal pas.
sage througli these rccf, is termed thc ncrth-
rock chanruci, the extrema point cf which is
ta miles froni tht' lanud, and hy whihch govcmn-
-ncnt vsels aient' are pcrmittcdl ta pass; and
uitiac it is nav;igatcd, uts sinuotus courize requires
.o bc huoycd off te aid t tindertaking; and
.bc wind nut bc perfectiy fair. Ar. instance
oncc occurred, in whichi a figatc vas taken
2back in titis passage, andi the pilou, James
Darrei], w-ith groat cceiness and presence cf
tatnd, lind tc vcsstl'q sail shorîcned, backc'd
hcm uhrough thc more inuricate part cf Uic

ltneuntil hc- had roonm te woar.shilt; and
then proccedod by the usual course, past St.
Catutcrinc's peint te sea.

The-re are other passages, at what :s called
the wost-cnd, through which merchan t vessels
arc piiotcd; but those reefs cxtend from thc
south-wvcst breaker., which is about four miles

from the land ini that direction, round norther-
iy end easterly, 't'it iley terminate opposite
St. David's head, the south-eastern promon-
tory cf Uic island on the south side the shore
is perfcciy bold, a singular chain of rocks mun-
ning along the coast, about pistol-shot distant,
that are mostly coered a.. iow tide; inside of
which tce -%vatcr is quite deep, and througi
whicli there are cpcnings, sufficiently wide te
admit a vessel. And 1 have heard of one that
%vas wrecked, passing between these rocks ini
thc dark, and running against the main land,
on that the crew landed withoutdifficulty, and
tnere was no lcss cf life.

On the southl side aise is Curtie-harbour,
where thc king's ships formerly anchored at a
short distance within its entrance, thc interior
abounding with numerous biioals, chiefly sand-
banks, cf which substance te his in its
vicinity arc composed. Subsequentlythe har-
beur cf St. George au the east end, was the
rendezvous cf thc emaller class cf vessels, tiere
net beir.g quite eightcen feet over the bar atits
entrance; the larger ships anchoring in St.
Catlierinc's bay, or au what is termcd thc nerth
side, %vithin the reefS before alluded Io, and
whIicli formn a tolerable shelter in a gale cf
mind; the water being neyer agitated nt a suf-
fictent deptih, mnîerinliy toecffect the motion
cf a vessel, drawing more ihan eighteen or
îwenty fecu cf water.

Thc Bermudas were discovered by. Juan
Bermuidcz, a Spaniard, who ;,vas wrecked there
in 1522. Sir George Somers experienced a
similar misfortunc in 1609, and afterwards
formcd a settlexnent there. It was from this
circumstancc that they arc calied Somers' or
Summer isiands. Sir George died there, and
his tomb may be seen projecting inte one of
the streets cf St. George, nieur thc Govemuer's
ga rden. The principal islands, as far east-
ward as the ferry, which separates the island
of that namc from thc main land are cavern-
eus, and the caves are wcll -,,orth v*,siting.-
Th. soul cf these islands is cvery wherc re-
markabiy férule, abounding with limestone.

Tixese islands rcscmbie a shecpherd's crook,
the principal one bcing about twenty miles in
length, hiaving at ils castcrn termination those
cf S t. Davidl and S t. George ; and at the West-
ward, forming thte crook, that of Ireland, whcerc
are thc naval yardl, hespital and public stores;
ships bound thither, cntcring frosa the east-
ivard, passing te the northi-wa-rd cf St. George
and the main land], and within thc shoals te
whikh I have already alludcd.

Owving te Uic warmth cf the GuIf-sircam,


