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Ztýq Ç,aîadia9 Eua9qeI i5t
5$ 4ICvoiCd tombhe (ortiterance of ille Cosp»l ef
Christ, and pIeult for the unioni o( Il le-
lievets in the Lord feutIn bagh.mony with lits
own pr.a>er recorde.I la ilie scîcnteenth
chapter of John, and un mhe t,..Is sct forth b>
the Apotie P>aul In the following eime: ',I
thegefore, the ptisorer In the Lord, Ics«h
you t0 w.Ik worthjjiy ut the cuiing ,herewith
le vicre eaIIecl iril &Il towlinest anti Mek-
nieus, witit long suffering. forlnaginc cire
another Ini love: gl ving diligence go keep the
vnlty of tbt Spitit tIn the bond of pMes.
Titre La crne t.Wy and este Spirit. eemi as Aigua
y. wetc calt In on. hope of yo'aî callaric:
une Lord, cone failli cric baptism, ont G id
andi Fater or ait, whto le over ait. arid
shrough AIL andi Ini .il."-Eph. IV. t 6.

Thtis piper, white not clalmlAng toi le whiat
h utylet an Ilergan" My> le lmuta es (AMY
represlentlnc the peoplle Ictowi s fliiseples et
Christ Ini titis cotir.

Creeda DivisIve.

mrv ROBER:T SMUÂkT >t'AiritHu.

Cburch unit>, everi if it were dc-ira.
Mi, will neyer be secured b> insistence
on the antherity of the historie creedu.
The more lève knew cf( mbe manner in
whicb these ceda witre farmulated,
the lets anthorit> cari n mîtacit t ieir
teaching. Theil cften ebscure the
truîb which te>y are supposer! plainl>
te declare; they are often far more
diffienît et comprehlension thrant are the
Scriptures onp vits the> are supposed
te, le baset.

S"TEE %posTLYLS CRLI)tf"
'The so-calleti Aposîles' Creed is an

carl> summary cf the Christian faiîb,
witb mrust cf ituse statemients thie
wuiler is beartily agrecti. He fuît> aji)
preciates the high praise ritich St Au-
gustine gives il when Ne says rcgarding
it, lùgidraf&i treis etgrandi; , w b.d I
nuinero s-erborun, grandis ponderesertn-
fentiarglnn. Et i to bc iighly escmeti
as a compendium cf doctrine, for ils
intrinsic Worth andi for the veneration 1
in witich ih has been se long anti se de.
servedi> belti by man> bodies etChnls-t
liant. Ont cari alioit agre wiîb Dr.c
Seblait rhen ite says tlialt thengit it la
-4net ini forru the production cf the c
apostîes, il is a taitul cempend cf j
their dectine,-anid cemnpueblends the a
leading arricleý tthll faiîh in ltheTulune t
<lod anti Ifil reveclatien, front the cet.
tien tu the vverîastlng lite, in sublimet
simpliciîy, in unaurpassable brevit>, ini
the most heantiful ordies, andi witb lit-
tagical selenunt> ; anti te ibis day it 1: a
the cemmnîr bond ot Grck, Roman
anti evangelical Chiistcndem," WVe s
objeci, hoevcr te ils itr Ile tis net, t
in an> riattîrai sente of the word, the t
Aposile Creed ; it eught neyer te 0
have beeri calicti b> ibis namne. 'This"
la an example t'f lihat bas becîi calleti a
a Iljpous (nanud." Ail investigators nei
heanîi>y Agite ibat the se calleti Aubin-
asian Cueti ns not the rork cf the o
famutos Athanasitts, alîbeugh ih bears c
bis naine. lis. Swainscn dmcsnoî bu- I

Sirait te ascribe the enigin of ibis tubl '%

te a deliberate pnipcse tu puactice mn Il
imposition. lie classifies this purpose 1
with iit which ledi te the Il Faîte Die. t
retais," anti the " Donation cf Constan. s
tint. So wie nia> sa> of the name cf ti
thit athier crcd. Tht apostles neyer c
sw the creeti te which their tnome is a

attached; tht> neyler beard cf ih, anti 1
pethaps wculd net bc nrilling te endors. si
iimi ailis parts as wil noiw bave it, It tI

tia> bc naid that the tille sa now used
with the undcrstaîîding thbM it is simipi>
a tniîhful cempenti cf apostelic doc.
trinleI that it sets feîth apostolie prin.
ciples cf failli in Ccd and ini Elle reveia-
tion. (lut the tille was intcnded tu
conve> quite a diffufent rneaning ; il
ras iatended reconve> the ideà, which
the Roman churcit now clean>y teaches,
th2t ils clauses wre actuali> contrib.
mîîed b> dit aposîles. This churdi. on
the authority of a mi;ter under the
namge cf Augustine, undertakes te name
dit clauses given b> the différent
apontes. To the historicai compiler
and traditionalisî R ufinus, of lthe fourîb
century, we are indeb)ted fer thetcarier
accour t tfIle origin of ibis cîceti.
lec afirmed tirât the apcstles, befèe
separating te the différent natiens,
agreed upon Ila Comm cf sounti rards,"
and ihai when met together îbey coin-
pesed ibis ccmipend undiler the special
influcnce cf the Hel> Choit. But ne
careful historie student attaches li.*
Portance le day ta ibis lestimori> cf
Rufians. '(here nia> bave been, theme
deubîless wecre, varieus formulas ef be-
lief in existence (rem the earilest limnes;
but ne crie cari prove gtait the Apos-
tien' Creed is su ancient b> (reom four
bundred te five hnndred years. *TNe
meost that can bt claimed for the tille
1, that it tain>y repretenîs the tact et
Christian taithas uaýughî b> the apos.
îles. WVe ato know well that the
ecause relating te the descent mueo bolt,
and te the cemmunion cf saints are cf
later enigin Iban are cter portions et
tbis creei. Et rua> be afllrmed th3t
the so-called Apostles' Creed ras tub-
stantially mn existence (rom the endi etf
the tourth century ; but in ils cein-
pieted terni il cannot bc îraced te a
pcriod grtilier iban about tht middie cf
te eigbth century. If tbis intement

be correct, tben it ie about fout centuries
atler in ils present terni Iban the earlieri
rorrus et tht Nicene Creed. Thte
cIause.I "Ht deseendied into bell," is I
one whase enigin is involved in great a
loubit, andi whese teachinga are net t-ic
~epted b> min> devout believers andi
>refeund schelars. We kncw *tbai an Il
mlernaîive fom is suggested, and if t
bat foo icwee unliersail> adopted, c
fewer cniticismi rould bc prenounceti t
upcn itis tient and eonfessediy i
>eautifulcompend cf doctrine. A tewt i
:hanges andi omissions weuld greati> il
Ldd te the value cf thes creeti fer pop. t
ular use. And sucb changes bave, in Il
orne publications, been matie. Nien s
Il day arc pute as competent te niakes
ho changes as werre those liho matie dl
ther changes iturouith seven.t cenhuries. t
Ve cari dûoaur thlnking te-day as reil '1
's other men titirobirs in ibeir day.f

TiUE NICKSK CRIn>,.I
To the Nicene Creeti more serions Il

ibjection nia> bt affeîed. Thetcir. a
urunstances cf ils enigin tend gre3ti> uor
essen tht auitt cf ils statements. t
Ve knew that the contneversies which o
egan in the second century were Tiro- s
Driged inmb thetuhird anti founth test. w
unges under varions phases cf belietarid
tatement. Thiii creeil sprang oui cfr
Fie beaui cf ibis leng anti troublonsn
onflici ; il wrai literaîl> a compromise, Il
ndt il s te be receiveci on>y as such. dl
ni the counecil helt inl 325 ai Niczra,b

umoe yCntninteewr irec 
diistinct parties-the Athanasian,

tu, dispa2rage the %Vord of God, is se ft is, thai several so-called Chgistlan
to k rejected. We aretunable tesec creeds contain no amati agîteunt cf
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hecathen superstition ratber titan the,
prindiplcs oUa sounrd Christianit>; anti
theso principles are taught in P'rotestaînt
as weil as jr Roman chuncts. A
scriptural Chnistianit> reîutiiates thee
ererai t,, 1d. Such doctrinesj are alike
unscriptural anti unreasenable. If
sncb teactings noie truc Christianit5',
mari> truc men tieulti rather lie intelli-
gent urbelitters than the superstitions
devotee wih hcngest faitli in sucit
teacbings necessita tes& The viiter
knows cf ministers of a churct, parts
et tihose ereeds lthe> asc theoir assist-
ants te recite. 'lhey rouît! stultif>
their intelligence and conscience b> te.

the Eusebiami and the, Aii. The
Arian, or bqrcîical Party, was cempar-
agi' ely fer in numbers, and ils direct
influence waa ne. great ai any lime ini
the council, but ihs indirect influence
îhreugh the Eusebian, or middle party,
was rnarked i every stage cf the discus-
sien. For a linge titis mniddle paîîy
was ablto a old leeorîbodox, or Atb-
anasian, Party with a irai grasp. %Ve
ail admit tint there was inucb tint was
grand and impesing in the Nicene
CounciL. No church ceunicil se im.
posing bad met previcus te thal limge,
and perba,îs fowi of like-character have
met since. But wie linon aiso Iliat ai
limnes ibis couineil cenducted lîself in a
mariner iltegetlier tinbtcoming a sol-
emn assembly cf ChYmistian men met for
a high and bol> liurpose. l)raft of
creeda wre loin in piecesbyîheexciîed
assembi>, and the Ilt lord cf migrule I
reigned oceasîcriali> wiîh uninîerrupted
sway. The ceunicil ni ai times more
litre a ward caucus et average polimicians
thaon like a council et grave and rever-
Cnt men. Event the presec cf sol-
diersas police offices could flot prevent
shameful cutbreak.

Itis alie te be'salà that the Nacenleq
Creed docs net now appear in ils orig.
inal faims; and the histary et mari> of
its later clauses is ini' olvèd in great e-i>
scurity. Wbeîber t1hé>- are tu bc at.
trbt,- tsjc.
politan Council is net gnrl>ko4'
even b> the nist careful investigatcrs.
Sanie affrism tint the enlarged crecd
appears in a woîk wriîîen befere the
meeting of Uti latter ceunicil. The
ex£ct tacts probàbi> nrever wîiI be
knogn. It :nmist Ucadmiîîed altothatI
the crtedls are net, lu any great dé. J
grec, conservators cf doctrine; the> r
ire effent diviuive tailler Ibmn unitive. o
rhe NMcene Creed did net stol) the
3mway cf Arianism even ai the lime ; it s
iiagnified, .and in a1 certain sente, dig. V
nified Arianiam, and led, for a finie ai v
tat, te ils more rapld spread. Creeds a
tre net conservative of doctrine in Eng. il

and or Anierica to-day. Tht churebes t
ibese creedis are lengest and stroingeat r
liffer more aînong themnielves as te 0
heir failli anid practice than de bl
hunches in 'àch there je ne creils in v
be îechnical sente cf that term. Thisr
s net the expression cf an opinion ; il s:
s not the formulation cf an argument ; a
t is simnply the mtatemnent et an bis. n
odec tact The Nicene Creeld, mere- lu
ver, is fin tome et ils parts to Ah-. b
truse, to ntaphysacal and toc philo. ni
ephical fer general adoptian. Il is eI
lifficuit for an> grain te give a clear in. a
erpretatien of tomne ef ils expressiens. dl
there nmail bc deubt as tu wbeîher the
rorms in which il appears in Eriglisb s
troperil rejiletent the theughî t the ti
iriginal ; but the inlerprelatien, alter c
truc translation bas been rmade, ks 1)

nucb more diffleuit ihan the transia. 1
ion itself. It wcuid punile an> teacher r
t religion te malle an explanatory C
tatemient of sonte clauses in ibis cîeed] i
vhieh weuld bc intelligible tu the c
nindi cf immature thinkers andi inox. c
eîrienced believers, or even tei thon et ti
naturil> and experience. Ilt creeda wt
avre tiheir use, lie do net fera moment h
cri> ; but that they shoulti bc ibruit a
etiteen the Christiani andi bis Bible, Il
re do ne: fer a momtent believe. t

WVhaîecr tends te dethrone, or ten, o
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the advantage et cmiphasiuing the valu
ef elaborate creed. WC cannet dis
doven tieir practical use un Chriatia:
lite and wenk, anti we lcnow thjt il
man> instances they have dividet h
church, whcn a simpler statement oI
Outd's %Vend would have unitei Ged'
people. Tt is otten mnucit more dii
cuit, as aîready suiggested, te interpre
thecreetis titan tointerpreîtiteSnipture
on whicit the statements are supposed
tu be based. (The Nîcene Creed did
'lot setlde the contrdictcry opinions in
the church ai uhat lime. Especial>
was the doctrine et the pensen cf
Christ immnetiately disputeti b> the
semi-Ariaris anti Eusebians. There
ras aIse diffemenee ef opinien asc te
wtiucer or net the (tel> Spirit ras
creatcd b> the Fattler. Severai syneda
met, but failed te agite uapon an> state-
nient regarding these and citer mat.
tors@ Th'e result ras that certain ad-
ditions te the Nicolne 'Creed tent
atiepteti ai the second (Ecumnenical
Ceuncil lit Constantinople, A.I). 38!.
Ne: until tht ift century weore the
werds Il anti front the Son"I (Filieque)
atideti. This was known as the Nieoerno-

onnantinepolitan Creed. 'rbe tact
is, in proportion as creeds become In.
clusive tht> alto becemne exclusive.
I'bey are, Iherefere, as was sait luttant

rliR ATIIANAStAS CRERD.

Thtb so-ealltd Athanasian Cmeed is;
<non mu oe et thethret greai creedal
ot the cburch ; but ne intelligent at-
dent noir sujîpotes that il ras Propared)
by Athariasiut fin the fourth century.
lfe himgseif riorbere mentions it;
icither de any et bis contemperaries
>r 'aritens imnmediatel> following him.
A caretiil examtinatien cf its centents
hows thial; it could not bave been
itlten b> hini, as it emits points whiSt
se vital in bis tume. Ih 15 in Latin,

mii Atiangatins wrete in Grotck. Lait
n the sicth century ibis creeil becarne
ht aubject cf general comment, but
et until laie: did ih acquire te hitle
t Aianasian. 'flif s titRe ras proba-
'1> given it during the Arian contre-
ersies in Gant, as this creed wias sup-
loseti te express tht views et Athana-
ius. We do net know ihe Iras ils
uthar; probabi> ils authemship will
ever be cnev n. It bas beeri attibw
tedl te mari> men in man> ceuinînies,
ut ne authonitative statenient cari bc
aile. Promnont mon of the Churcit
f England, wihite adeptlng the creed as

ritole, strengî> tisappov- et is
amnnatory clauses. These clauses art
ynte shocking in their severit>- anti as-
umptien ; indeed, the> are liate loti
han blasp)hemons. (t is diflicult te
onceive liow unlnsvired men dte gs,
noncunct cederinnatieri on their (tl
ow-mer. Rather titan Ut obligedti u
Cite sucit a crecti, mari> excellent
:hnistian itin woulti become open in-
dides; indced, the tentene> of tact
nettes lu te ntultipl> unhelievens. lier
an mer, withanî deing violence te ail
boit îeaiening lîower, adopt creedi
hich attnibute regenerating porer te
aptluni-infaint or aduilt-creeds w}tich

filmi the existence anti punifying
'etter ef purgatory, anti ubich teach as
ue the doctrine of trantnbstariîiation,
r even consubstantiatieni Theta6ct

peing , onm ucri crcVus arc a
temptation te intelleclual tianit> or
moral disboncsty. Better fuît> belicee
ler thinga than haîf beieve nian>
tbings. ATRCEiS

Afien tit sc-cailed Athmnauiari Creeti
thene are ne geneoral syibelis cf faiîb
wortby cf attention since the Reforma-
tien, At the Ceuncil of Trent, 1545
te 1563, the Churcit of Rome fturd
il necessan> te Rive a more detaiied
statement of doctrine titan ceulti Uc
ondi in an> cf Is previeus creeds.

'Tte dectees of Tr'ent are tht fixed anti
autheritative symbols cf that cburcb.
Since the Reformation the meost noted

oitessil i mué thte
vînistic, or Retermcd, the Anglican, or
Thirty-nlint Articles ot the Church etfs
E nglarit, anti the Puritan, or Wesit-
minster Confession. 'E'he Thirty-ninie
Articles were oitiainaîll farty-iwo, antI
are supposeti te baye been chiefly cein-
postdi b> Crannmer. :In t57r the>
retre revised b> convocation anti Par. '
iantent. Tirt Wesrninstei Confession

wrai the remîlt of the great I>m.rtan ex-
citlements cf the seventeenîh century.
The Long Panliamgent, in 1640, set it.
self' tes consider the question et the
reterniation cf religion. On Nov. 23,-
1641, "Th'le Pamlous Remeonstrance,"

suggtsting thte cailing cf a syned te
seolde the peace anid gend geverinient
et tht ehurch, vras psssed. Out of tbis
proposai camne the WVestminster Con.
fession. The ordinance sunîmening il
was issueti june 13, 1643. AIneng Ille
notable divine. jîaihicipating in these
great dtiberations weme Rutherford,
Gillespie, Ilendersan, Ligtîforot, Colte-
mari and Scîden. Tht Presbyîeriaais
greatl> predomlnated. Tht sittings
began in 1643, anti continure urtil
Feb. 2ind. t649, anti turing tese
tire and a haIt >ecars ther., were 1, 163
session%-

AsiIbis ii tbe lateat, se, il ii the mat
elabomate otîhe creeds. In 1643 the
assembly, thrcugt tht influenrc cf Dr,
I.;ghtfoot, veteti b> a majarit> cf ont
against giving the choice as between
immersion anti spninkling as baptiam;
andmrtheyc-arfelowing I'arliamentsanc-
tionc-d their decision and tecret that
sprinkliiig sitouit bc the legal mode ut
baptitm. The Westminster Confession
ia document remiaîkable fer is uhetor-

ical skiii, for ils ichelar>- bredtb anti
fer ils Christian devotion. Neonecan
spcalc lîgitl> cf sole bitent, learned anti
devant a confession. %Vote Ibis miter
a Preabyterian, lie shanit strorigî> op-
Page the revisien et ibis historie con-

( Contiplued en pae il.>


