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liardly graspu.d the reason, but hoe spokze out
plainiy before both Mr. Furiiibs and 31rs.
l>roctor a few minutes later.

' This is xný wifé,' hie said simply, to their
great surprise. 'A goud wife,' lie addcd,
and the words were pour 1Iopo's solace in
aftor-days. cWill you be k-ind to ber whoen
Iax goue?

Thon the two went downstairs marvelling
at the strautge confession, s.d Harold said,
«Pray again, Hope, pray alwaye, and, oh,
hold sue tigt-tighit!'

But before the sun was yet higli in the
beavens, Hope know that she grasped the
hand of the dcad.

S. AUJGUSTINE' BIS IOP OF IJIPPO.

OW littie is commoniy ]cnown of
tehistory or' the Church in

<~C, >Africa! .Porhaps ]ess tiîau any-
'e UV B were cisc. The Africans are so
far removed frorn us, in race, in habits, in
instincts. \Ve are siot _,criotisly intcrestcd
in them. Wc can sympathise with the
strtugglcs of Chiristianity in France or
Auierica, or in aur own coluiiies-for tise
people there hae much in commusin vit1s us.
2'liey slhaie our ý_ivi1Liation, aur ideas, and
otir ambitions. Btit thie 'dark continent'
!icemb to most of us t.) deýerve its iiame. It
L, wrappod ir. d.irknes:,, and su is ]argelv
hÈi'.dn from oui %i,% and Labahh(d froin
our tbangbits.

And Sct of inte years Englislh peaple have
wvatelîed wit1s cunziderable sympathy a
Cliurch in South Africa strusggliug into
existence, and bravciy figisting for its lufe
amid mnany and gre.,L difficulties. \Ve
believe they have been doing more. They
hiavc beesi pra yin- for it, too. They bave
been praying f laf. God wviIl put in end to
the troubles thzt have di.,tracted Luth Church
and State in those far disant parts, and
that to ecdi He wvill give Ibis blessisig of
peace.

But wc znay weil look upan the Church
of South Afs-ica with caurageouts hope. For
silo is a Cliurcls, not of Vie pýast, but of
the future. Ber troubles are the troubles
of childhood. 11cr work lies before lier.
Her best dasaet corne. It is truc she

needs aur prayers and synipathy naw. The
time xnay corne when we shall need hers.
F or it is with individual Churches as it is
with nations and ernpirqs. There are the
days of infancy, prime, a-ad old age. They
rise into youthful vigour; they leave, may

be, their mark unon history, and they sink
alas! too often into a slow decline. Few
are so faitlhful as to escape Lhe thrcat of the
Book of tho :Revclation. P. asperity intasi-
cates. Nôto once or tivice only t'a ei
candlcstick beon removcd, that it mnay shed
elsewhoere a brighiter liglht. The Churches
of Ephesuts, Smyrna, and Laodicea; the
farnous Cliurches af S. P'aul imxnortalised
in bis Epistios, wvhcre are they? Grown
carcless in the possession of great priviieges,
likze Israel of aid thes forfeited. them. Ls
there laid up in the future some such fate
for England? God forbid!

There wvas once a Church of North Africa.
Tise nortlhern sea-board, washoed by the
waters of the MNediterranean, ivas the land of
Christian people. Tisose that now çit in the
darkincss of Mahomrncdanism have seen a
g"reat iighit. But the candlestick bias long
since becu rcrnovcd, and the Churchi of
North Africa is no more. l1cr opportunities
have gono; lier work sdne e zuo

saints is compioted.
And yet the Church of North .Africa wus

once as full of lufe and vigour as our own.
Her history may have been comparatively
short, but it was brilliant. And if she hias
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