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vory juse, içro £oy toward ut,0 Butith ail
thUs facitity of adaptation and amnenity eof cfiar-
'acter, Fro~nce would nover have bccomo a great
,Colonial powver. A careful observer of' human
ataure bas romnrked soniewhere, "4that there

je no people liko the French for tho zeal ani
rapidity of' their enterprizo et first, they are
almost alvays succfflful for a time, but they
soon fai1 off, and others reap the fruit of their
ealy uffbts&"

Let us look at the progress mnade by Franco
in the cotonization of' the Americs.n Continent.
The colonial and the naval history of oecry
country are se closely connocted, tlint it ie
impossible in reunarking on the one te avoid
bringing the other constantly bef'ore the atten-
tion of thre reader for reference or illustration.
At the tine thant the bold spirits under Jacques
Cartier first plantedl thre fleur de lys on the
shores of' tIre Gulf of St. Lawvrence, thre na'vies
of tha Enropeai. nations bail not commencedl
playing tiret important part in the political.
draina which they as.sumed in subsequent years.
No great, distant expoditions were sent forth
te treverSe oceans, and bombard the capitais of'
zival powers. Naval architecture baad flot thon
producel1 vessels capable eof combîning in thora-
selves tIle requisites for enduring thre protractedl
,strainiDg Of long Voyages, With the adapta-
tion for warlike purposes neccssary te produite
any greet effect on thre enemios they were sent
te oppose, intrenched on a firiner and more
solid element. The Frenchi admirai Du Quesne
at Algiers, and aur o\wn B3lake at Tencriffo,
were ainoat the first of tiroir respective nations
who venturcd successfuily te oppose tiroir slips
te close combat with land batteries. Net
many naval combats producing any great or
important effects with thre exception of tire
destruction eof the Armada, hued takhcn place
axng thre nortirern nations of' Eatzpe, till tire
bitter conteste for the mastery eof the narrow
sous ie thre days eof Chiarles H1., when Tromp
and De Ruyter se gailantly strove te arrest the
upward, fliglit eof England to, the Empire eof thre
eeas. Franco had dowa te thre close of thre
seventeeth century always occupicd a respec-
table position among naval powers, frequently
contendieg on equal ternms with England bier-
self-no marked superiority baid as yet elevated
-the roputation eof the. latter. France started
ini thre grat race for Colonial Empire on tolet-
ably fair ana equal torns with England. Nei-
*ber parier had sprcad its conquests te eny

extent on the shores eof thre Indian ocean,-
Portugal au Ilolland were long loft to dispute
betwvcen theniselves for that bright portion eof
thre worid, rrbmlo France ani England fixed on'
tire western Continent for thcir sceno of' colo-
nizing activity. Each nation set about lier
task in a minner characteriste etf bier national
peculiarities. It would be a tedious and idle
dclay on our part te attenrpt to give even n
outdine et' tIre %vel-lnown evenits fint inarked
respectively tic setticînent of thre Gallic Col-
onists along the St. La.wrence, or on thre Gulf'
et' Mexico, and the spread of thre Anglo-Saxon
race along thre Atlantic shores et' America.-
The diffrrenco bet.ween the progress et' cacli
strikes oven a cursory reader of Colonial annals,
One striking distinction ;ve inust hewvever no-
tice, viz. Fast. as every settlement et' the
English enrigrants was made on .Anerican
sol, a community was imrnediately organized,
laws werc mnade, rulers appointedl, thea proper
IroÙnds assignedl te, thre two great -forces in
every body of civitized mon, thre Executive and
ite democraltie ; thlilberties of' thre subjeet
were generally defined, and tho extent et' tire
Ma!gistrate's autlioriîty ; in short, a Constitution
wvas framed, suutable, as Carr ns their knowledge
and experience went, te thre ivants and rising
intcrcsts et' an infant settlement- Many
schemes et' govcrniment, faulty, and somectirnos
impracticable, wvere desîgned fer tire various
littie communities graduatly breakingr forth into
political existence, froua the Bay Colony te thre
Savannahs eof Georgia,-witness; thre unsub-
stantial and hiyper-theoretical plan deviseil by
John Leeke, à~d 'ether equally cîvide desigýs;
but stili every *nucleus eof Britishr population
lad its government,.-and this t'act ira would
especially cal! attention te, as emmnently char-
acteristie et' the genius, and proplictie et' the
future destiey e0' thre people.

Now ture te thre French settlers, and a dit'-
foent spectacle presents itselt'. Tre European
omigrant on tire strand et' the Atlantic pro-
clainred his power andi ebility te frame laws for
Iris own guidanrce and îvell-being :--on thre
banks et' tlie St. Lawrence andi the Lakes hoe
quiotly sat down under thre arbitrary ruile eof a
xniitary despotism, and remained. the faitIrful
subject et' a Gevererent ie wvhich ho fiati no
voice. Andi yet olti France had net utterly
abandoneti al popular interferenco with thre
management ot' tira State,-the demnocratie
branch lied net yct sunk vauquishedl and ex-


