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speak. H1e was isot one of tbose wbo are

"like dumb driven cattle." H1e was "a hero

in the strife." After bis liberat;an frons bis
iret arreat (ose Cossnecting Links), he ball
ISe placed "'in the court of the prison"

* (ch. 37 :21), a public place wlîere he could

speak unto ail thse people. Thua sath the

Lord. Nnt because be ws lacking in patriot-
ism, but because a divine command hadl beets
laid upon hlm, did the prophet speak as he

did. Ne that rensairseth, etc. Tbree dangers
tbreatened thens : (1) to be cut off by the

,sword; (2) t a e tarved out; or (3) to die

fessa disease, as often bappens in a time of
siege. He thisa goctis farth to thse Chaldeasis.

Who, the princes would say, but a traiter

could auggest euch an action ? Shall haie iss
i/e/afr a prey; that la, as "something snatcbed
up burriedly and homne away with bim."

The danger je immsiinent. The only hope le
in surrender.

Vs. 3, 4. This city. inbo tise isasd o/ the

king of Babylon's aresy. For the sins of its
rulers and peuple God hadl determined to give
Jemalens and Jîîdab into the bande of the
Chaldeans. Let tMis man be put ta deatt.

Only deatb, they knew, could silence eucb
a mais. As long as be lived be would speak
CGoýda mage. For. hie leakenetis thse honda

o/ tise mea of loan thise remala; "shewiîsg that
a gond maîy badl gene over ta the Chîsîdeans8
a fart wbieb je implied aise in v. M9" (Cain,
bsridge Bible.) Jeremiah was dispiritint
lhem asnd, aceording to the politicians, plaie
ing into the banda of the enemny. One liai
if he je sincere and zealoise, con have a vers
great influence.

Il. Jeremials Oondemned, 5-6

Va. 5, 6. Tisen Zedeklals thse king. '"Zede

kiab, wasi a prince of gsod intentions, lai
weak and irresolute is charuscler." (l)avic
son.) Bi.hoid te la in your tond. Zedi
kiab here confesses bis own weaknes,
Hie, great corse was that be bad no mon
lîuckbone (comasre John 12 : 43 ; Ac,
24 : 27). île could isot rcsist bis prince
as Ahbl could not stand out ssgainst Jezeb
(I Kge. 16 : 31), or Herod usgainst Hleredia

*Malt. 14 :3, etc. F'or file king, etc. 1
hasl lonsg since yielded to thein the conusîî
of the wîsr, and, thoîîgb relîîctant, he sîjî ii

now lare refus.e theru. Then taak the!, Jere-

miss
1; desiriîsg his deatb, but ton superstitions

to strike the blow. Cast hlminto tie duageon:

a subterranean cistern such as was fourni in
every bouse in Jerusalem. So large were

they, that when dry they servtd for prisons
Zech. 9 : Il. (Ses Light from the East, and

compare the story of Joseph, Gen. 37 :20.)
0/ Malchiah; probably meaning that he was

in charge of it. In thse court of thse guard

(11ev. Ver.) ;a part of the king's palace

(Naïh. 3 : 25), probably where the royal guard

had its quartera. Sunk in thse mire. The

long siege hadl exhasald the water supply.

III. leremiah Eescued, 7-13.

Vs. 7-9. Ebed-melech; a negro attendant

attarhed to the court. Thse king then eiltting

la thse gale e! Benjamin; on the north aide of

the city, the place naost exposed to the be-
siegers. The king was 'lot wholly lacking
in courage. Spake Io thse kingj. "Assistance,

promupt, courageous, and effectuai was on its
way when (and whence) the prophet lest

thought it." He is like ta die. .wuhere lie is;

literally, "Ihe je dead by hunger on the spot."

The meaning la that the prophet je already

ait deathes di. r. No more bread in thse clY.

"AIl private stores werc consumed, and ther-

fore unless Jeremiah could draw a soldier's

rations as he hadl dons hitherto, front the

msagazine (eh. 37 :21), he aat inevitably
die of hunger." (Couok.) (Compare the

siege of Samiaria, 2 Kgs. 6 : 25.)
Vs. 10, Il. Take. thlrtly men. The large

s: nîlser of mesn shows th:st the king feared

opposition fcomn bh geiserals, whose acte he

waa now reversipg. Be/arete die. The king

was not witbout tender feelings, but hadl no

strength of character. Imb thse toue..

t under the treashsry. The place was a roon,

1-uniler tbe kinges storechasoser, a sort of
s- lumber roons. Toek. .old rosi clouta and aid

s. rotlî'n rage; tbsst is, rage from, tomn and worn
Il oust garusents. Even rage may be useful.

b5 Vs. 12, 13. Under thine armhsles. Other-

e, wise, the cocda iiiight cut bila; and Jereiniahas
el etrciigtls wns s0 sperît tbat he cossld not hsave

s, supported himieîf bY clinging to the corde.

le I)rcu up Jcresslsih. It looked for a tinie as
et if hi' wInild lie left ta perishl miserahly in the

u, ýt, il estigain as ili last Leeson (ehi. 361 : 261)
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