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COMPETITION IN DRY GOODS.

GREAT RRETAIN VS, FTHE UNITED STATES.

Hpecdly weitten {or "1k Dy Goops REVIRW.
T HE question anses whether the competition of the United

States aflects Great Britain in the Canadian dry goods trade

as it undoubtedly does in other trades. The examination of the
figures for the past few years shows some results which are worth
noting in regasd to the substitution of American for British goods.

In the great staples of dry goods—woollens and cottons—Eng-
land is undoubtedly supreme.  The only rival she has in woollens
is the German, and this chiefly in ready-made clothing and certain
novelties of dress goods.  In cottons, the protective policy in Can-
ada has thrown nearly the whole of the business into the hands of
Canadian mills, which, by reason of the high rates of duty, have
hitherto been able to keep their own market. But, where the Can-
adian merchant wants toimport cotton he usually prefers an English
to an American. So that, speaking broadly, the English manufac-
turers of woollens and cottons had not, previous to the Canadian
preferential tariff, done any worse in this market during the past
ten years.,

In fact, it might be said that, in some measure, the growth of
Canadian industries themselves has done more to to take away the
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in some cases, they do not proveit very conclusively. But, in going
over the records, 1 just picked out haphazard a few lines for the
purpose of finding out how far American competition was going, and
the results are incorporated in the accompanying tables. These
ten different lines, it will be observed, pretty generally cover the
whole dry goods business. There are staples, and smaliwares,
and dress zoods, and men's and women's headgear. The item of
buttons shows that this line is affected by fashion and that some
years we import a great many more than others, and it is quite pro-

hable that thefalling-off in the purchase of this article, both in Eng-.

land and the United States, is partly due to the growth of the button
industry in Canada. In the matterof cotton prints the import from
the United States has practically doubled, and anyone familiar with
the dry goods trade of the last few years would know this without
looking up the figures atall, The retail merchant may not always
be aware that the prints sold to him are American, but the jobber
knows that New England prints, owing to the abnormally low prices
prevailing across the border, have been unloaded onthis marketto a
very great extent. While I admire some of the patterns in prints
made in the United States, 1 admire still more the magnificent and
colossal impudence of the one cotton print mill in Canada which has
beenable to keep out a great deal of outside competition bya high rate
ofduty. Butsurely 1t must be admitted that for range, value, and
appearance Englisb prints are not rivaled in the world, and, under
the preferential tariff, there is no reason to doubt that their import
must increase largely.
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dry goods trade from Great Britain than United States competition.
This was inevitable, since, long before the days of protection, we
began to make coarse woollens in Canada and would, doubtless,
have expanded thatindustry soas to shut out the cheaper English
woollens, whether we had any duty or not, But, undoubtedly, the
dry goods trade, like others, has witnessed during the last five or
six years a diminution of trade witt Eagland. The preferential
tariff will, itis almost certain, stup this tendency and probably
turn the current the other way. But, as the figures are not yet
avaulable, itis impossible to speak with absolute cerainty. The
imports from England, by Canada, during the past five years, be-
forc the enactment of the preferential tariff, were as follaws :

B3 - L. . 343.348.413
18 . . . . . 38.717.207
| 71 S e cieasess 3131737
0 . L. e 32970742
1843 ve e e e . 20.412,188

Now, some share of this falling-off must-have been due to dry
goods, although, as has been said, not a very considerable one, for
the reason that in staples England is still supreme. But it is
instructive to analyze the returns and note that in all sorts of
novelties and special lines, and everything in which ingenuity and
skill and the fads of fashion enter, the American manufacturer has
greatly increased his sales in this market.

For the purpose of illustrating this I have selected eight or ten
lines of dry goods. They were not selected to prove this point, and,

In curtains, as will be seen, the Americans have held their own
in spite of the competition of Nottingham and otherlong-experienced
English centres. In small lines of fancy goods, like fringes, beads,
etc., it will be noticed that, while the imports both from England
and the States diminished, the falling-off was not nearly so marked
in the novelties that we get from the States. Then, in men's and
women’s small furs, made-up, the Americans have steadily in-
creased their trade from §9,000, in 1893, to nearly double that in
the last few years, while the imports from England have dropped
one-half. Now, Canadian makess-up of furs are not rivaled for
skill and cheapness, and, naturally, they will take some of thetrade
away from England, but it is curious that the Americans, in this
line, ar2 not affected so much in the same way.

There is an instructive warning in the line of men’s hats and
caps. The English manufacturers have made no particular push
in this market, relying upon the fame of their names, which is,
undoubtedly, very great, as there is a decided preference in this
market for an English hat. But, the Americans are never asleep
in these matters, and they have much increased their sales in this
market, with a result that, while in 1893 the position of affairs was:
English hats imported, 8606,000; American hats imported, §177,-
ooo: the condition in 1897 was: English hats imported,
$407,000; American hats imported, §272,000. Any Canadian
hat dealer will tell you that there is nothing wrong with the
English hat. Why then the falling off? Simply the superior push




