
· THE - DRY -:- GOODS -:- REVIEW

MO1TREAL'S RETAIL TRADE.

E dry goods trade Of Montreal have bad sommepeculiat

T experencesthis fii an moe ways than one. For instance,
R E.ViEW, after-a careful canvass of the W4g genera bouses

', hat city, %earned that the payments to date had been met

fa belter than for the correspoeting period lait year. This
enku lead to the interence that the trade have had a utis.

t.1 tory season, but, though they ait agree in regard to the above

:urticular, they still protest strongly that their fail experiences
h.ae been very u tfauctory. This does not mean that the

wnIune of fai trade has not been equal to that or last year, for
il is geraly admnitted that it bas; but that the heavy losses

that ontreal houses have had to put up with in connection
with their trade in Montreal city proper have wiped out com.

pletely a big portion of what
should have tood on the
profit side of the ledgr. Ali
titrougi the summer and faU
the backwardnus of thse
city collections bas been
a fnotars fact wit the
trade, and, had it not
been for the much-b tter -
turns from the country, te
statement at the opening ai
ibis article cok not bave
beetni made. ln fact, as Tets
k.vw pointed out ame
time ago, the whal-me trade
in .Montreal can never re-
miember a year whein their
city trade was as bad as it is NUMBE
at prmeet. To mate matters
worse, thse ondi of Augst d 
the msnth of sep-eber saw
ar fgu ar ain of ursm inN
the city retail dry goods trade,
the effects of wbich wiii be eRE
felt for some time. Firm
afier fire kept throwing up
the sponge, uintl one cannot
count them on th lngers oCf
bath banda, or-on (st bauds,
(or tIat matter. This, as
tvwomu knows. meut mot
only the lam tha e visk
sale mnes bad tu put up vith, but that theme goods, afer being
bought in, were sli ai such greatly reduced raes tat Olter (rns
could not stand the pressuse, and bad to amk for composition
almo. A case in point that came under notice recentiy vii
iluhstrate this plainly. A rotai merchant, vwhonot over a-month
ago sboned a squs ci over $gooo, approached his principli
creditor, a wl-known St. Paul street irm, and stated that he
could nt mand the pace amy longer. Three iof is coaspetitors,
not half a mile (m him n the same str*t, badgota compo-
sition, and now they vere seing at such low &gues that bis
store W empty ail the ine. luis is only one case Ofsevt4
which shows plainly that the buk of the Montreul otailers art
not il a ueahby position. The secret of tht whole trouble is
tis tht retail dry goods trade is ahtgether too much cut up
There are too nauy sores, for the remams tiat many wvolest

not only in Montreal but in Toronto, seSm willing to carry
almost any one along now.a-days, and retail traders who are
doing business on a more conscientious bais have the handi-
cap af this comipetition. When the pinch comes, as it did this
sumner, the resuits are, as they have been, disastrous. It-ls
ju* passible, in this connection, that the pmnch this
was accentuated in the city by the many men out of
work.

THE SMALL CITY RETAILER.

I will be apropos of tl.a present discussion of retailing lu ls%
new phases to mention one css of city retailer who h unalreted
by the growth of the departmentai store. This hs the clais of

retailer who lves in the suburbs of such cities as Toronto, -i a
house with à small %tore in
front, a&i vho ais asuinted in
lii. business by his famiiy.

is -man carries, geerally, a
stock of about $jooo worth
of goads, vsicli are muly
pid for. He buysu m snall
qtuantities from band tu
,nm , aid at-repuar uSait
sale prices. He takes ad-
vantage of cs disomte, thse
ame as the lugemi reiakr.

. Ater buyingrig he sls at
a good advance His rent is
mereiy nomina, being mot
muc more than fo an orn.
ary dweing. Hls cmst of
management aud bis bid1for
r -ages ae eaeediy smaL
In fact, bis percentage of sels-
ing cos is no laqge than that

eer of the largest store. ,

tinues te gourish, an does
not w the slightest signs
of lasing bis liolion the:
trade. His store being situ-
ated a mile and a ha or two
miles frous the centre of the
city where the lrne Staes
conegate, he does or feel
the opposition of the latter.

GIVING UP JOBBING.

The Worsti Weaving Co., ef Bradord, England, have a
Canadian warehouse at 54 Bay street. At irm only smuples
Wert carried, but about a year ago a stock wa brought
out and supplies made frout Toronto insteai of from Brad-

iâtd.

This feature, as will bc sten by their adveisementon pi 3a,
is o be abaudoned, and the agency in Toronto wiii simply be for
taking orders for import. Their goods are undoubedly vorthy
of attention, but it seems tbat those who can bandie large quan-

. tities of these lines prefer to buy early and have goods shipped
direct, as in ordlary importing.
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