. A TIME OF PERPLEXITY.

Ay, that was the question : and Robc'u‘t Glcnlypn, strorg
man that he wag, could not solve it Then, as in a rapd
vision, he saw his home stripped, his plant and stock sold,
and lus family without means of support ; he broke down,
and wept 1n an agony of mind.  Mrs. Glenlyon 1yoked on for
amoment, then a bright thought struck her as she looke 1.

But, Robert, il you possess a thousand puunds’ worth of
cack and elfects, you cannot in strict justic: be said to he
pankrupt.  You ouly want custom.” .

« Aud patievce on_the part of my erelitors. sce here ! 1
have ree 1ve b a couple of thrcateaing letters to-day.”

As he gp he he took out of ius poskes the tao missives
One was from an irate creditor, the other from a creditn's
legal agent, but they both breathud the same messige. Short,
charp, and decisive, they both plainly stated thas if rewit
pances sulhiciens to balance the acemuls due weee not sont il
withtn ten days, legal proceedings would be tahes.  As Mes,
tilenlyon real them uver, her heart sank within her.  Surely
the trouble that she feared had come upon her.

«They will not wait, you see; aad it stiikes me that if 1
were to lay my affairs candidly before them, they would only
harry this action. They would not listen to a word of explana-
tion.  Aud 1f, within ten days, 1 cannot settle their accounts,
I must perforce go through the ordeal of bankruptey, for
Griflin and Jetfreys both bear the reputation of being hard
upm unfortunates. But, whatever be the consequences, my
conseience acquits me of unfair and extravagant dealing 1
have not brought this crisis upon myself, and this is my con-
selation.  Bella, dearvest, I conld bear 1t all were it not for
vou Tne thonght of your suifering, through the terrinle tine
tha* is coming upon us, will unman we.”

“Try to borrow, Robert, to meet those two bills. You
may be able to retrieve your position a little before anather
sto ktaking —who knows? I will retrench all that 1 possibly
can in the household, and will send away the servant so as to
save expence  If we both put one shouldrs to the wheel,
we may yet get out of our diflicaltizs.  And above all, dear,
we have God to go to; we cannot forget that. He can either
soften the hearts of Gritfin and Jelireys, or provide the funds
wherewith to meet them.  Somehow or other, I am convinced
that He will lead us out of our d ificultics, if we lay our cir-
cumstances before Him.”

And they did lay their circumstinees befora the (ol who
knows all hearts, and manages all atfiirs, It was near morn-
ing wien Mr. and Mrs. Glealyon sought their bed, but not to
sleep. The pressure of cares and difficulties forbade rest;
while the apprehcasions of evil which lsomed up darkly
before the hearts of each. were almost too mighty for prayer
to calm, Nevertheless, they had told their God 2all; 1t now
remaine 1 to see in what way He woul 1 deliver them.

But deliverance did not come. Mr. Glealyon tried several
fricnls for loans, but for one reacon or anotber failed of
suecess.  Some were in difficulties thewselves; others had
heavy claims to meet ; and others again looked coldly upon a
man struggling with adversity. So i fell out that no help
came, aud at the expration of ten days, Mr. Glenlyon and
his affiirs were at the mercy of two stern creditors.

It was a terrible time that.  Mrs, Glenlyon went abont her
house with sal heart and tearful eyes, while her husband
went through the ordeal of mecting his creditors and offering
an explanation as best he could.  Griffin was the active ageat
m caustng Mr. Glenlyon's baukruntecy ; and when he once
statted the cry, the other ereditors took it up as if panic-
striken.  And, atter hearing all they could hear, and sccing
all they could see, in reference to the affairs of theaman whe
was indebted to them, they decided to scll hir up, and to
pay themselves.  Robert Glenlyon bowed his head in amaze-
ment and sorrow, for it seetme1 asif his God had forgotien to be
grasivus to him, and this was the heaviest part of his burdea.

The *selling-up * came. Mr. and Mrs. Glenlyon weat
through the roouis™ fur the last time together, as if to take 2
farcw 1 of all the well-remembered objects of interest ; and
then Mrs, Gleolyon, with her children, went away to a
relative’s licuise in some distant town, to wait natil the ordeal
was over. Mr. Glenlyon staid behind, to sce if anything
remained after the crash ; for a few pounds were of absolute
importancs to a man who was penpiless.  Dat what the future
was tv bring he dared not contemplate. And worse than all,
he could not pray. fle had prayed, but without apparent
result'; the heavens had beca as brass, and the cglﬁl as iron;
consgquently he lost his confidence.  What his next step
shodld be, he could nof decide ; and in his spiritless, aimless
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state, it seemcd protable that Robert Glenlyon wonld sink
into the abjsct state of a waif of misfortune.

After ali was sald aad his creditors paid, a sum of about
ity pounis remained over. This was handed to him,
together with another lifty subscribed by his creditore, in
token of their apprezintion of his honourable conduct  This
was the first gleam of lizht upon his pathway ; aud with this
sunt he vc joined his wife tu her distant retreat.

Mrs. Glenlyon’s biace ot almost gave way at the pros-
p-:t of emigration,  Mst conutries v ere new countries thon,
anl wore far from baing pogulated as they are now.  Emigra-
toon weant mostly a hard anl lonely fe in the backwoods,
siruggling with nature for a bare subsistence. .And none but
th: most practised v uers coald ever hope to win com-
p:tence in tilling the <oil of a strange laud. Such could
endare hardship and suffering tenfold better than cmigrauts
from the cliss to which the Gﬁcnlyon’s belonged.  Still, 'what
was to be done? They could not stay at howe and starve’;
and allurements and offers from a distant colony scemed to
point out the path of Providence. So it was scttled. ’

The days passel by, and the preparations for emigration
were almust completed.  Only one Lord's Day more remainéd
previous to their departure, and on the morning of that day
Mr. Glenlyon, accompauied by his eldest son, sought out the
sinctuary of God. As he did so, the consideration that this
Sabbath would in all probability be his last in bis native
land for ever seemed to Gill his cup of sorrow to overflowing.
Still, if found in the path of duty, he might tike comfort’;
aud he resolved to draw what comfort was possible from the
ordinances of God's house. The minister was strange, the
congregation strange, and the chapel strange, but a hallowed
fascination crept over hima as he listened to the words cf the
text, as aunounced by the preacher. They were these :—
“¢ Prast in the Lord an'l do good ; so shalt thou Jdwell in the
laad and verily thou shalt be fed.” < Dwellin the land !
he kept repeating to himself. Was not that the blessing
which he most needed just now? \Was not that the very
mercey for which he hal cravel? And as he listened to the
minister's exposition of the passage, he felt that every word
was meant for him.  Gol Lad surely sent that message to
arrest the preparations he was making, and stay his thght
from bis native land. The adaptability of the discourse was
most marked ; every sentence was pregnant with counsel and
co nlort, and Mr. Glenlyon left the place convinced that the
L ] had met with him there, and had spoken the necessary
words of guidauce and peace.

On repeating the substance of the sermon to his wiie, he
found that the like conviction—as to the non-advisability of
leaving their native land—had entered her mind most power-
fully that morning. Tmpressed with singular intervention of
Providence, they resolved to remain in England and awaitthe
pleasure of the Lord concerning them. They did this, and
they had not very long to wait before they saw that they were
being rightly guided. Friends sprang up in every divection;
the recital of his difficaltics drought good men and true to
assist Robert (Glenlyon again int> business in bis owa parti-
cular lme.  Only in & small way at first, to be sure; but from
the day that he sct up busiuvess a second time, it scemed as if
the Lord had turned again his captivity. Prosperity began
to smile in new and unexpected ways upon him.  And he not
only prospered, but advanced from step to step untit he
became known as a rich man. Like Job, his latter end was
more blessed than his beginning, and he was cxalted again by
material prosperity among his friends and n.ighbours. Grifia
sneered, and Jeffreys wondered whether or no some rich rela-
tive bad not dicd and left Robert Glenlyon a fortuae. '

But amidst prosperity, as in adversity, Mr. and Mrs. Glen-
lyon were trae, humble, prayerful children of God. And
their abter life proved that this trial had been sanctified to-
them. They had been * tried as gold is tricd,” and had come
out of the ordeal unscathed to bear witness that God is ever
faithfui to His own believing people.

Crvise To Gon.—Several children of a family were once
playing in a garden, when one fell into a tauk. \Vhen the
father heard of it, he asked each what means they thought of
to rescue their brother from his perilous situation.  Inguiring
of {c youngest, he said, *‘John, what did you do to rescne,
your brothex?”  The boy answered, * Father, what conld ¥
dp? Tam 50 young that I could not do anything, but Lstood
and cried,as loud as I could.” If each cannot bring a ladder
ora Tope, all can cry, all can plead with God, j s



