these thinzs will be aecepted by the Almizhty,
and that sothing else is necesary to the ol
taining and lwrl’wliun of his stlvation,

This may be valatabie relicion, und it may
fepve u8 an opiate to conscienee, it may relieve
the sinner for a time fean spiritual coneern, it
iy sourish his fedings of self-complicency,
it may enconrage him to settle down into geen-
rity.  Thére may be to venruing of the soul,
na suspivion that all is not right.  There may
be n perfect velianee upon his feelings and con-
vietions, and nevee for a tine may he be start-
Jed ont of his  Jreamdess r‘\'(-p. never for a
tinie may he awakento find that e bad been
shimbering upon the edge of a grave, into
which he may huve tuened, aml been sealed to
wernal death,  Never for a time, alus! in
sany instatees, never i the world will these
disimal sophistries be exposed to the living con.
teionsuess of the sinner,  Never may he be
Lrought to see the utter inadeguuey of human

in-trwmentality, and hunan remedies to seeure

an interest with Christ, and peace with God,

But the day is coming, which shall reveal to |

theliving consciousuess of all who have blindly
adupted, and obstinately persevered in human

aystemis and remedics for salvation, that the on- |

Iy system and the only remedy binding upon
themtoscdectand employ were those revented
in the gozpel, faithia the Lord Jesus Christ,
and  obedience to his will und testimony—a
personal surrcnder of body, soul and spirit
to Gud, and a life of holiness.  And this
day too, ehall  cmphatically  reveal, and
accide upon 1he merits  and  the effica.
cinusnuess of hum mnand divine instrumentality,
upon the sinner’s plan, tosave hLimself, and
Gads plan to save the sinuer, Around the
throne of the Judge will Le gathered an
jonumerable multitude of thote who trusted to
the divine wisdom,—the divine method,—and
the dJdivine love for salvation, and who
are now 1o receive the reward of their
fuith and  obedience, 10 be welcomed us
loyal suljects, us these who had oveyed the
comnnuands of their King: who had alter many
u conflict, many a hard struggle upon the
battle field, canmie off with the victorstriumphs,
and who are now, in token of their Suvercigu's
approval. to rest with him in his kingdom,
themselves to receive thrones, and crowns, and
governments; in a word, to repuse for ever in
tite enjuyments of their hard won conquests,
underthe smites and au<pices of their Gracious
Fatlier, anl within the compiss, withiu the
sunshiine an? shelter of Josus, their glorified
Relesaer's love,

‘Thete too, thouzh not mingling with thatau.
gust asembly, will there be all thase who ia
pride and self sutficiency trusted to their own
plan for salvation, They stand now upon the
wreck of ruined hopes and Llasted prospecta,
“Theseshall go away uute everlasting l'ua-
fsluncat,

D. B. I

THE PRAYER MEETING—ITS SPECIAL
BENEFITS

1. They preseat an excellent oppartanity for

reserving  brotherly love in proper exer.
cise amony the members of & chusch, Iu our
-tent imperfect state, differences of opinion
will sometimes occur even among the hest of
the people of God; aud the great thing in
reference to them, when they unhappily
occur, isto prevent them, as far as
from injuring the harmony of the Church at
Jarge. Now, of ali the means which can be
devised for accomplishing this, none will Le
found 2o effectual as meetings for prayer. For
here heart blends with heart, iudividoal or
panty intetents are forgntten or sacrificed in
the good, every member is reminded
of the intevest whieh he hes in his brethrem,

itle,

‘I'he Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

the best affections of the heart are drawn out
2o exercire, and all ure fed to feel nnd to re
gard that they are brethren und membiers, oue
with avother. Henee, wherethere is a general |
spirit of prayer in exercise in u chureh, the !
sprrit of division  cannot  eaist init,  the
nrentbers will be too united in atfection, in
interest, andinco-operative plans and exertions
f ¢ eudeavouring to promote the glory of Gad
and their mutual epiritual advancement, to
admit of it.  But not ouly are their atfections
thus united, they are also greatly strenzthened.
Fur, © as iron strpeneth iron, so does the fuce
of amun his fiiend ) and, of «ll the means for
strengihening atfection am g brethren, which |
may be thought of, tone  witl be found so '
etectual a3 weetings for prayer  Frequent |
intereourse with one another in the common |
walks atid avocations of life may, o doubn, do
much rowards the attsinment of this end ; but,
o intercourze wiltl be found so etfectunl as that
which tukes pluce at 1he throne of grace.  For
" there wemutually conttect vurselves with God,
with Christ, and with heaven, and are led
tore than  any other way to feel that we
, are children of & common par nt, that we are
purtakers of the sune privileges und blessings,
"heirs of the same glorious inhertance, and
destined to dwell forever in the sameheavenly
home,  And how is it posible for us to feel
all this, without, at the sate time  feeling our
atf. ction to ene uanother greatly invigorated 1
‘o, if we are destined to spend our untnortal
existence together, and that too in heaven,
. how can we preveat ouratfection to cach other
from being strong and lusting even asour being
itself?  Now, if this is the tnvuriable etfect
which they will produce, liow important are
united prayeraneetings to the spiritual pros. .
perity of a church Y
2, “These mectings afford an excellent op-
portunity for improving the giits of the mem-
bers of u chiurch,  Exercise, combined with
. study and meditation, is the surest wuy of im-
: proviug mentul endowments and  grucious
habits; und no way of exercising the gitts of
! the members of the churets is 5o appropriate
i as mectings for prayer. Anditisof the tirst
| importance that ther gifts should beimproved
to thevtinust 5 for the more they urcimproved,
the more will they be able to edify one anoth-
er, und the greater will be their influence in
promotiug the spiritual well-being of others,
Aud of all the gifts which are ornanental to
the Christian character, there is no one that is
morese than an humble, cdifying, and spuritual
iftin prayer. But, iow fraquently do we
tind persous pos even of & high degree of
intelligence, and who furnish, it may be, sutis-
factory evidenceof genuine picty, excecdingly
deficient in this matter.  Converse with them
on the affairs of this world, and on the general
subject of Christianity, and words will flow
apace, Or, if they have any matter of com
plaiut, orsny trouble, in refereace, o which
they wish your sympathy or assistunce, aud
they find no diffculty in stuting it; but ask
them to pray, aud they arc all confusiva and
full of excuses, and this may be even where we
have unquetionable evideuces of genuine piety
Now, in sll such cases, it is & suatter uf no httle
importancety ascertain the cause { om which
this proceeds. Aad, after m king all due aullow-
ance for cunstitutivnal timidity anddiversity
of gifts, we have no doubt that & great part of
this fecling is tl: l;o l}ttr'lbnted u:l a want of
Adce, particularly of praying in the presence
!:;olheup- Bue, wr{ly.'{: is cg\ eTery account
Jdediralde 10 get above this timidity aud confu.
sion, and to fecl as much at case when prayiog
in public, as wedo when praying alone.  Andt
what cau be more likely to coable us, uader
the Llessing of God, to acquire this case aud
scif-posscssion thau mee ings for prayer among
the members of a church? And the more

vty judge of thestate of religion in it
. they are numerous enotigh to meet the exigen-

frequently aad regularly they are atweaded,
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they will always be found to hav. this effeet,
and thus sccure o greater measure of editica
tivn aud usctuliess to all,

3. These meetings atlord au exeellent ope
pertunity for ascertuining the real state of
religion g a chureh, A< religion never ean
exist I any soul without prayer, so the mau-
uner in which the regular prayer-mectings of o
church are nttended will be found, at Jeas as
# general rule, o good criterion by whidh we

If

cies of u church, andif they are regulnrly and
well attended, if they are lovked forward to
with interest, and cnguged e with proper
motives, and @t the whole heart und soulnra
conseeritted in them to God, they winl form a
most gratifying and  safe o ijcm:o of the
flourishing state of religion in it But if, on
the contrury, they are but few in number, snd
thinly anl srregularly sttended, regarded with
Bo interest, and engaged in 1 a cold or feless
wanner, or if they dwindle away tif) ot last
they ure given ap, it is u sad evidence thut that
church is far goucina state of Lackshiding,
It is thus that every church possesses within
herself the means of uceurately uscertaining
the present stute of picty amony her m- whbers,
Are they given to prayer?  And wre they
ctuineat for this exerciseY  For these, a great
deal wore than numbers, or wealth, or tucra
worldly intelligence, will be found & safe cri-
terion Ly which wenay judge ofthe real state
of piety within her.  Aud do vot think, my
dear raaders, that it is a stall matter to as-
certain the real stute of picty in a churcr. In
place of 1ts being v, It is @ matter of reatime.
portance; fur, uccording tothestate of religion
1 a chureh, just so is the duty of ali her man.
Lers clearly pointed out. As in the case of
budily discases, the physician, after hasving
aseertained the maure and progress of the
disense, knows what nicaus ure necesaary 1w
tesort to, with the view of effecting a' cure,
Just 80 in reference to epiritunl diseases ; when
their uuture and progress are known, buth
pastor aud people may alw easily kuow what
eatis are ficcessary 1o be adepted in order to
cure, or to stop the epiritual pestilence from
muking any farthier bavoe mmong thetn,  And
we know of nuthing which is so likely to ren-
der such important assistance to us in this mat.
ter as mectings for united prayer,

4. Such mcetings have ever leen honoured
by God with oLtsining the mort importang
Llessings for the Chureh,  * The effectual fer.
vent prayer (that s, the inwronght prayer) of
a righteous st availeth wuch;™ how muen
much wmore then tay wenaturslly expect from
such praycers of suauy rightcous meu?  Meuce,
said the Saviour, Matt. 18: 19, 20. *If
wwo of you shall agree on earth as touching
anything that they shull ask, it shall Le done
for thews of my Father whu is in heaven,  For,
where two of three ure  guthered tugether in
my Lame, there am 1 in the midet of them.”
From what Christ here says, it is evident that
he Lestows the highest hosour vn united pray-
er; and, in sUestation of the truth of this
flatement, we have many proofs in the ~acred
Scriptures.  Thus, the viclory over the Awal-
ckites, we are uugl‘tw regard as the result of
the joiut prayer of Mowes aud Hur: Ex 15: 8,
13, Sce ales 1 Chrom. 8: 2u; Earm, 8: 23,
Daniel and his companions were saved from
destruction, io answer to their united prayers:
Dan.2 : 17, 18, &c. Just 30 Wwo were the He-
Lrew caplives, who were scaltered thro.ghout
the Versian empire, saved from utter extermin.
ation in answ-r to their united prayers: Eat,
4: 15,18, and chap. 9th, When the Holy
Spirit, oo, was poured out, on the day of Fea-
tecost. it was whean the disciples were aseem-
Uled iu one place for prayer: Acts,2:1. IPcter
00, was dclivered frow ‘Lu.'iwn and jutended
martyrdum In anawer to the united prayers of



