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te reclaim him, but to wvarn ail ot.hcr
dogs, espccially good oiies, that they
rnay shun him.

We humbly submibted that we under-
stood it bo be the especial business of al
good dogs to save or reclaîm the bad
ones, and particularly those whio erred
through ignorance, but bo this wve <rot no
answer. So wc wvent our wvay, ponder-
ing deeply the strange conduet of some
dogs.

TAKINO THINOS FOR GRANTED.

Weil, wve would bave a queer bime of
it if we did not take bbings for grranted,
and go on our way in this faitb.

Wbat if w«hen we were young we had
refused to bake w'bat our parents and
guardians said, -without exhaustive in-
vesti gation. If as scholars wve had re-
fused to accept the dicta of our teachers
as ultimate truth, Nwbat possibility of
progress would have been lof t? And
even in our riper years how absolutely
necessary it was to take the bulkc of our
knowledge for granted, and act upon it
in perfect faith.

Even some things which we may nowv
reject, we, in former years, book for
granted, simply because others did the
saine. And thisgçives colour to the îus-
picion that there are stili somne things in
our creeds, wvhich, after some future
investigation, may be cliniinated there-
froin.

The pendulum- of human, thoughlt, nay,
even of conviction, ever tends to swing
from one extreine bu t~he opposite, ana
lien le we expeet to sec some -%hlo bave
heretofore been extreme in their accept-
ance of, and atachmenb to, traditional.
dogmas, or imiplicit, in their obedience to
recognized human teachers, swing off
into the opposite direction, until tliey
exhibit a tendeney to accept dogmas as
truc, from the simple fact that, bhey pro-
fe-s te be the negatives of fori-ner]y
accepbed creeds.

Now if tHe subjeet be fully exainined
ibis latter tendency will be found to be
tenfold worse than the othier, for -%vlilst
it is foolish net to give up a good thing

for a better, ib is decidedly more silly to
part with it for what, is inferior.

Grantcd that, legalism isgrreatlyinferior
to spiritualisai, ncverthieless it is, in a
nincli greater ratio, better than lawl~ess-
ness ?

Apply these thoughits to the possibility
of cvii, appa (tieiitly resulting from this
revolutionary niovement, and lie is a
very superficial observer w'ho does not
see this evil thre-atening us in every
direction.

\Ve preacli that by deeds of the law
no fleshi can be justified, that is that no
one by the use of cburchi services, Chirîs-
tian w'orks, or private devotional. exer-
cises, cani live a jusbified life in the sight
of God and man. How naturalI, then, it
is to denounee ail such legaIisims as
utterly w'orthless in theniselves, and
maintain that, there is real v'irtue in re-
fraining ý? cogether from their practice.

But sucli swecping assertions, if acted
on generally, would tend to disorganize
socicty.. because apparently déstroyingr
tbe pains and penalties connccted -vith
disobedience to law.

Now wl'at must~ be deprecated -%hen
wîtnessed in the conirunity as a whole,
cannot be right in individuals.

It follows then, that, whilst, lie who
e-xehanges legralisiln for spirituahity is to
be rejoiccd over, lie who exchianges it for
lawvlcssness is not only an objeet for the
exercise of our pity but also at timies for
our just indignation. H1e then w'ho ac-
cotints for bis ability to liye righteously,

I that, is> a justified life, by bis acceptance
of tbc 1 1oly Ghost in the Pentecostal
sense, must aw'ak-en our admiration, and
draw us to him in the unity of the
Spirit, but lie who undertakes to accounit
for unrigliteous conduct by a professed
walk in the Spirit, not on1y does not
justify hîs unrighiteousness by such a
profession, but should aw'aken our ut-
most sense of indignation and unqualified
repudiation. It niatters not how slighit
the departure from rectitude, this law of
repudiation must hold good. for bhere-
are no exceptions to this rule.

We once republished a thoughitful and
wvell written article, clipped from one of i

our exchianges, for the purpose of show-
inby lengthened reniarks upon it,

that aithoUgli it seemed te, approacli
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