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THE RAZOR-BILL. wing protects it on that rocky ledge; if desire. Perhaps i

We are standing on the sea-side, and ' <he leaves it for a minuie it will be over. she has a little motherls . re:
urning from the waves we ook up to a It will not be able to fiy for many a day and comforting, with her offspring.
ocky cliff rising to a height of five or six  yet; and though it could swim if only on [hen it mounts on her back,
hnndred feet. Lomnely is it # Oh, no, it the sea, what of that, when the sea lies  down they go, mother and ehild
iz a peopled city, or rather it is a vast five or six hundred feet below; so that face of the waiting «
house tenanted by living creatures to the now we can come back to the question with ' the surface oniy. The
very attics. Only the
tenants are not men
and women, but R o :
birds. == : R - i : they ean  deseend.

Story after story, : AR _ : —~ el Most likely diving as
ledge above ledge, - 2 e s = well as
is occupicd b}‘ a dif- ; . . Gae s S = = COmes natur:
ferent race, and they == = B s =253 - infants. i
keep themselves to = EY e ST p== S8 go back to their bi
themselves, never W - » &l place on the rock;
visiing or interfer- 2o TEREEREE . =3 ' the waters are now
ing with their fel- 7 k- G > T : : thoir hasse 10
lifv':v-lodj;'?r? above - i ey . : e other season or two,
or below them. RS S S R DRSE when they have

As we lock again, , RSN = s el turned from downy
at the towering = e |, 3 : — chicks mto  full
cliff, we see a row | : SRt AR : : 3 e E— 8 plumaged birds, and
i,'f black SW?S on 5 - , " : : Y = e have become in their
every tier, which we § 5 " S 53 ; Bl turn parenis and pro
know are the heads o N ) B . tors.
of Sitting birds. " Z : -
Some are called ; , > , :
Guillemots, some g S> e ot R 2 ' ‘ . : QUEER CATS
Razor-bills, sume |~ s ; e : iR R RO M 5 § think cals are
bv other names, but = . . o R : : o - - most interesting
the strange thing is : e o - e K e, =~ : nals; and 1 sa
that not only does a0, 3 ek i : : : -~ after observing their
each species keep : : ; ‘ ' bi
to the same ledge,
but that cach separ-
ate bird knows its
own mate. To us
they all look alike,
but the birds are
wiser than we think.
The “ foolish ” guille-
mot (as its name 1s) - 7 : )
is not so very foolish o 7 — Sy meddle with it;
after all, is 1t?’ : : '

There is no pre-
tence of nest-building,
that is left to the
denizens of the woods.
A tdi;l'}it hollow
scooped out is all they want, and some- | which we began. How
times there is not even this; the single egg ' down ¢
i= laid simply on the shelf of rock, and We mway ask the question,
there the mother tends it ]
In due time, if all goes well, the lit
owny creature appears, and then wha
10 be done next? Nothing bat the mother’s

it
tton into the h




