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been mnade for an elect few, and ail the rcst loft beyond the possi-
bility of forgiveness; for if tiiere is one truthi more elcarly taughit
in thic word of God, than another, it is, tlîat Chirist gave himsclf a
ransoin for al], tasted dcath for every man, and came, not to con-
demn the world, but thiat the world tlirough in xnighit be saved.
Whiy then are fcw echosen ? It caniiot bc because the influences of
the Ioly Spirit are withhleld froîn thic great mass of gospel hecarers,
no this cannot be, because the 1-{oly Spirit bias been poured out
upon ail flcsh. Thiat Divine agent lias long silice coune to conivinlc
the world of sin, of rigliteousncss, and of Judgînlent.

Why thon are only a portion of those to whoîn the gospel eall is
addressed scparated froin the world, or ciiosen to salvation ? Is
it in consequence of sonie arbitr.gry deec of uneonditional clec-
tion on the one haud, and unconditional reprobation oin tue other ?
This cannot bc, for suds a doctriine is opposed to reasoi, to jus-
tice, to tise dictates of cvery enlighitcncd conscience, and to tlie
piainest statements of Seripture.

But tihe grandi, tIse radical reason wlhy few arc chosen out froîn
amongt tise inany wiîo are called, is, because few believe the gospel,
fow conply witli the conditions of salvation. Tihe cicetion of iii-
dividuais to distinguisising privileges liere, and to glory liereafter,
is a process wii nctuaiiy takes laUe in tiîne, and not as maîiy
suppose, sosnctiiing wliieh wa-, actually nceoînplisiied in a past
eternity. Whcen spcakig of God's purpose to ereate. and Ilis
actuai creation, thcy suake an imiportariz ind nccessary distinction,
or they very properly view the one as a thing of eternity and flic
other as a thing of tiase. But, strange to say, thcy make no dis-
tinction betwcen the Divine purpose to eleet, and actual election,
thougis it is nmost nsanifest thiat the latter is as trniy a tlsing of
time as tlie former is a thing of eternity.

Tue cicet are in cvery instance ciiosen in Chirist ; and before
it is possible for any suan to be one of tIse elct of God he inust
be ;b C/irise ; a believer iii Christ, unitcd to Christ by a truc aind
living faitli. As Peter expresses it, (1 Peter, i, 2, elct accord-
ing to the forckniowlcd.gc of God the Father, tlhrougisactfein
of the Spirit unto obediene and sprhiki-ing of the blood of Jesus
Christ, grace unto, you, and pence be xnultiplied." Or, as it is
expresscd by Paul, (2 Thiess. ii, 13), IlBut we are 'dound to give
thauks aiways to God for you, brcthrcn bcioved of tise Lord,
because God liath from tise bcginning chosen you to salvati"',
TaRouGII sanctification of tise Spirit and belief of flthe t k."


