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when he had created nothing, and dwelt in unbounded nothinguens, po.
uaesing but infinite space, and even that a thing, if a thing it is, which
perhaps fie did not create; if ever there was a period in the annals of
eternity. when lie had imparted neither life nor being to, any creature;
at such time, although lie vasu the eternal God in himaelf, ho vas the
God of nothing, of absolute nothing. And if the patriarchs have no
existence now hie is net noiv their God ; nor coula he be their Goa dur.
ing the whole period from their death till their resurrection if they ever
5liould be raised, for hie is flot the God of nonentitics. In spite of Sad-
duceeism, whethcr ancient or modemn it is true, that the Lord maid to
Moses two hundrcd and fifty years 'after the death of Jacob, IlI amn
the Goa of Abrahamn, Isaac and Jacob," and thcrefore they had a be-
ing somnewhere, and if a spirit was alive three hundred years after the
body was dead, every materialist ought to seat his lips forever. What,
then, is the proof that the dead are te be raised 1 Lt is, that God is
tijeir God. Why is hie their God ? flecause they live unto him ; and
this latter it must be evident, is the under-layer of the argument for
the resurrection. The old Sadducces ini denying the existence of spirits,
werc quite consistent in denying a resurrection aise; for on their prin-
ciples there nuight be a new creation of an intelligence out of senseless,
formlcss, unconselous nothingncss ; but this would not be a resurrection.
Lt is a serlous charge to, make against any of our contemporaries ; stili
it is truc that the insipid doctrine wc are opposing involves a denial of
the resurrection of the dcad.

The Saviour thought the above argument quite suflicient, but if there
should ever be any nccd of another, it may be found in 1 Cor. 15> chap-
ter. IlIf the dcad risc noV" Ilthey whidh are fallen asleep ln Christ
are per.ishcd."1 In wbat event have they perished? If ihe dead ise nol.
But since there shall be a resurrection of the dead, thcy have flot per.
ished, but live and are responsible te, hilm from whom, through whom,
and te, whom are ail things. The fact that Christ and the Aposties
agrccd with some rehigious vicws found among', the people, is decisive
proof of thc orthodoxy of those vicws; for thcy always opposcd with-
out hesitation and without amnbiguity cvery thought inconsistent witli
thc Spirit of truth. Thcre can he ne donbt tliat the Pharisces believ-
cd anid tauglit the doctrines of resurrectioxi, angels and spirits; and
that this was the gencral belief of the more intelligent and less sen-
8UOUS Jews is flnely illustratcd by the remarkable passage lu Josephus
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