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" Dian Srimit  Althcugh m
" appear v your subseription list, I have been o
rogular reader of The Spirit for a number of
+ yoars, and highly uppreoiate its great value to
. horsemen and the world in gencral .
Since reading * North Branch's® very in-
'toresting an inséractivo articlo on toe-weights,

gaits and bits, in your issuo of Feb. 17, Ihave
conclurded to give you my views ou the sawme |

.« 'subjeots.

!
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namo does not

18elfe When after having ‘acquired the art of
' balnoing and walking, he may trot lovel wigh.
out tho aid of tue or side welghts, and only ro-
- quira shioes of wufftoient weight to protect his
1 fret from 1njury.

 vers thom 1t trotters.
ynumber of pacers 1nto trotters. 1 nave used |
. heavy shoes and all the vanious kinds of cruss |
 strup rigs used for that purpose. I have found |
that toe-weights have assisted mo nore than
all other contrivances that I ever saw, polo and
suil traoks thrown in.
1 could enumorate a8 numbe™of pacers that I

Loonvorted futo trottora: but will onlv mention
In the firat place, I would say that my con-, g6 Heis n horse that bas boen befors tho ‘ders warranted.

1873, twolve cowns of

Iwill now give my expericncoe with too. | sold for 8238,660, and one bull of the rumo !
wongbite, a8 1 bavo used them ou pacers to con- | blood brought §12,0u0. At least, tuo anunals
1 have convertod a | wrre knocked down by thio auctioneer at

A BLAST AT SHORT HORNS.

At the Now York Mille sale in Septomber,
the Duchess family

bids wbich amounted to §260,66v.  The dti
Duchiess of Geneva, bad 1a by the agent of
Mr. Davs, of England, for §4U,600 was re-

tained 1o this country for the 1eason that
said agent, a8 b+ claimed, got mixed in s

basty reduction of dollars to pounds, and

carried tho competition turther than his or-

Mr. L. G. Morns took the

" . clusions aro based on an exporience of cighteen | pyphio, und eatned n roputation for Mmself ; § oW off his hands at $3v,0u0, aud 1 duing so
é\yonrs speat in tho trainiog and driving of trot- {10<t horsomen ate acquanted with him. 1 ro- wonrred o gr at luss, steeco the ammd diod

+ 5 tora,

Several years ago I camo to the conclusion
‘® that much of the success of the trotting borse
¥'¢rainor and driver deprndoed on the proper shoo
j' ing of his horseg, aud I at oneo wont to work

"« and aoquired & practical knowledge of horse-

% shoeing. This knowledge has very much areivt-

¥od mo in experiments with all kinds of shoes |

1 for to tinzo.Manie.
Dunng the year 1872 Mr. Franews Ardary, of |
i Pittsburgh, Pa,, started a stook farwm forty wmules
jout of that city, on the lino of the Pennsylvama
Raniroud, snd cmployed mo to take charge of st
‘nnd truin and drive his horsos.
During tho summor of 1872 Mr. James Hair,

of Pittsburg, brought the horse now oalled

- % ond woights that have becr used to assixt the | \fazo-Maniv to that city, snd sold him to Mr.

" trotter and enablo him to develop bis speed.

| F. Ardary. Mr. Hair stated then that bo had

" &' When I have denived now 1dens frow others | oot the horse noar Colembus. O. 3 that he had

-
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-x=4he too and tido weight parties. )
#5.aido woights were iuveated I used many differ-

aywoights, 1 have beon vnabled tu thoroaghly test
. thom by being able to make whut I might want
™ for iy oxperiments, )

5 Itis not necessary for mo hero to introduco
“ gvido.co to prove that weizhts, properly applied
%40 tho feot of the trotting horse, assist him in
= keoping bis gait square and lovel, and cu-
- ablo hum to speed faster than he could withvut

g

“thewm. All horsomen whoso opinions I have

Bover been able to consult concode that they do :

‘g3 but while all horsemen admt that weight 18 nec-
45 ossary to axeist many horses in  speeding fast,

Bihero1s a difference of opinion among bhorse-
mmon with regard to tho proper manuner of ap-
;gafplyiup the weight to the feot.

\i Thereare & fow, and one or tgo of them
AT

among the most noted horsemen of the day,

‘—awho claim that the only proper way to apply

seweights is to pat it into the web of the horse’s
“$ighoes and nailit on to tho ground surface or in-
“Bforior part of tho hcrse's feet. While the great
‘¥ majority of trainers beliove that a better rosult
# may be obtained by applying the weight on the

- awall of the foot, at the toe, in tho sl;upo of toe-
= “weights, or by applying it on tho sides of the
. =2 Teot, 11 the form of sido weights.

& My oxperience has taught me to comcide with
Before toe aud

ent kinds of shoes, varsing in weight from four
jounces up to four pounds. And while I found

-.g-horscs to go more square and speed faster than
' %hey could with light shoes, I also learned that
* Mheavy shoes were more injurions to tho horso's
W foet than light ones.
. half to two pound shoo to the horse’s foot re-
* ‘quires much larger nails than to socuro a twelve
0 gixteon ounce shoo. Large uails aro more
tikoly to split tho shell or wall of the foot than
.+amall nails ; consequently, thoy are more in-
»:junous than small nails.
... A pound aund a half to two ponnd shoe cannot
. _be tormed to fit an ordnary.sized foot without
 raaking tha web of the shos cither 8o bruad that
% ¥ woald by bat a cluamsy and slippery affair for

ﬁtne horse to trasel on, or 8o thick that it would

npressurs on the quarters and bars. Iharve seen

‘e vumbor of horses that produced quarter
“Fferacks by wearing heavy shoes, thick at the

Fhhocls.

ozting the waight of tho horso ; consoquontly,

gulls.

atnra.lly had strong, sound feet.

eet ¢wo and & half pound shogs. It soon had
ubho desired effect, and in ten days from the
ime tha heavy shoes wera applied, sho could

quarter crack to appear in both her front feet,

800t by the use of the heavy shoes.

; #¢Jisme mapy similar cases tnat havofellen under

%30y obsorvation,
238 After using skoes of differcnt weights, I baveo
ppome o tho conclusion that one weighing from

shiwelvo to etghteon ounces is asheav, as can be
plid toan oxdnary-sized foot wachout pro-
ang ivjury to tho foot, or by causing tho

760 to ¢cnt or bruiss himsell in ono of the
iauy placos which he is always liable to when
ot properly shod.  Ishall not now farther at-
mgt to prove that heavy shoes aro injurious to
%o horeo’s {cet, and, sooner orlater, will destroy
“2gghoir normal condition.

- 9% Neitheris it nocessary for me {0 enumerste

"'go many trotters that havo boen mado what
<fcy aro by tho uso of foo and wido wrights to
~dprove that tovand sids weizhts aro enperior to

.ythat heavy shoes axsisted mo 12 gotting some

.=
L

To secure a pound and a

soon destroy the normal state of the foot by undus

Thick-heeled shoes raise tho frog so high that
24t doesnot perform its natural functions in sup-

hore is undue pressare thrown on the quarters,
Spend frequontly quarter orack is one of tho ro.

% I onco saw at Pittsburg, Pa., 8 pacer that
Sho could

fwace in 2:30, and, to cause her to change her
zpgait and trot, her trainer had put on her front

ot in 2:49, but in tho meantimo she had caused

oing the result of the injury produced to br-

.dyor concerved them myscll, concermug shoes or | ygver had any traming, ut had been nsed on a

farm during the spring and part of the summer I
of 1872 at plougiuup and cultivativg corn.

Mr. Ardary, after purohasing him, used him
gome 11ve or tix wueks for a road horse, oocoa-
sionally drivine him to Friondship Park, where
ho had him hitched to a s1lky and speoded by a
profesmonal driver.  He soon showed vousider-
able spead at 8 pactng gart. At tho enl of thiz
timo Mr. Ardary concluded to gond him to lus
stuck farm, whore I took him m chargo some
time during the month of September, 1872.
Mr. Ardary desued me to devulop his pacing
gaut, so Iatonce sot about 1t. I socn found
that he was o very speedy pacer, for in a .ew
days aftes ho camo into my hands ho could turn
anew half-mife track in 1:07 and 1:08. But
when hu had gone a half-mile Le would go all to
piecos, and want to stop.  He did not appear
tired, but indicated that he thought that ho had
gonv far enough.

Learning that ho had never been speeded bat
half a miloat atime beforo commng into my
hands (owing to his condition), I was satisfied
that was tho cause of his trick of stopping.

To e concluded next week,

IMPORTANT TO STALLAON OWNERS.

—

The Eeutucky Court of Appeals has just
rendcred a decision of vast importance to
stallion owners and breeders, 1n the case of
Dr. 8. Price, Lexington, Ky., v8. Col. R. P,
Pepper, of Frankforl, on 1n appeal from the
Franklin Circuit Court, Col. R. P. Pepuver
bred threo mares to Dr. S. Price's stallion
Sentinel, one of whioh failed to prove in foal,
and Sentine] died at the close of the season,
and suit was brought for the recovery of the
season money. The printed terms on which
the hurse stood were as folluws :—** Sentinel
will make the coming season at Ash Grove
Stud Farm, at 875 for the soason, with the
pnvilego of breeding back noxt seasonshould
the mare not pr, » with foal.” The terms
bound the breeder to the payment of the
money at the closo of the season, which was
not done, and the Franklin Circuit Court de-
oided that as the mare was notin foal, and
the horse having died, so that %ae privilege
of breeding back could not’bLe obtained, Dr.
S. Price should not recover the price ($76),
of the season. The Court of Appeals reversed
the decigion of the Franklin Circuit Coart on
tho following grounds :

‘It is true the appellant gave the appel-
lees the privilegn of Ereeding back next sea-
son ghould the mare net prove with foal,”
but he did not agreo that he was not to be
paid till tho mare proved in fonl.

* Suppose appellees had complied with
their ¢ atract and paid sppellant $75 for tha
season of the Almont msare to Sontincl av
the time they took her home at the close of
the season and afterwards Sentinel had died,
could the appellees have recovered the sea-
son prico of the Almont mare back? “r
sappose, after tho payment of the season
prics for the Almont mare, .ae had prored
1ot to be in foal, but died before another gea.
son, could appellees have recovered tho
moncy back 2 Wo think not. The agree-
meet to permit customers to brecd back till
their mares wero in forl of courso only meant
that they conid do 89 if the horss and mare
lived to another season, nor did he mako the
amount due him for tha prico of bis horso
[+ pend npon whetber his horse didf:o live.

“ Wu are ol opivion that Sentinels terms,

as indicated in appellant’s print' A4 c.axrd, did

before a year had rolled around.  She was
soven years old at thy tiy: of sale.  Quite &
pamber of the twelve Duonesovs 8o much 1o
deaannd 1a Septewber, 1873, are now num-
pered amonyg the dead. Tho pwichasers of
them bave not reuhzed us uxtensively as
they expeeted.  Unly a fow weeks ago wo
chronicled tho death of the 1uth  Duchues of
Genova, calved in 1867, aud for which Lord
Beetive paid $85,000,
Ouuda calved 1 1873, wus purchesed at Mr.
Campbell's sals vy Messrs, Mo wbun & Bed-
ford, of Pans, Ky., for $25,000. The herfer
was bred and she proiaced a bull calf and
then turu.d her toes to tho sky. As she was
so youngy ber sudden departure from tius
world was quite unexpeoted. Ar. Megibben
purcaased from Mr. Bedford that gontle-
man's half iut :rostjin the calf for 49,000, and
thus became its solo owner. It is alleged
that Mr. Bedford insured the breeding
qoality of thefbull.  Tpun examination, the
calf was found to pussess bat vno seed, and
upon trial it was proved impotent.  There-
upon Mr. Megibben brought suit against Mr
Bedford for damages. ‘Tho case was tried
before Judge Bucknor last week, holding
court n the county of Boubon. Eminent
counsel was hieard on Foth sides, and excito-
ment ran high.  'The jury failed to agree,

and tho end 1s not yet. The only point which |

we caro to emphasizo is the impotenoy of
tho ball, The Duchess family is too much
mn-kred to do much toward perpetuating its
line. The most conspicuous members of the
family havo shown in the last four years an
slarming lack of vigour and conetitation.
The 16th Duchess of Airdrie died in giving
birth to the 23nd Duchess of Airdrie. about
which so much has been saxd  The 11th
Duchers of Airdrie died Feb. 28, 1873, at the
age of five, ons year after giving bitrh to tho
16th Duchess of Airdrie.  What but lack of
constitution, produccd by 1ncestuous breed-
ing, could bave caused this early decay.
Truly we have seen the folly of paying ox-
travagant prices for animals too closely ia-
brud.-=Turf, Field and Farm.

A HEN LIE

Iv1s channing sometimes to  witness  tho
wingenuity of man when ho departs from his
asual habit of mendacity nto the broader
realms of unconscionable romance. "I'wasa
brothor-in-law of o * well-known gentleman™
in Now Het.n who concocted the following:
1 dropped a cartridge, one of the emall
kind, Smith & Wesson make, in the yard of
my residence, a while sgo.  Onc of my hons
picked it appamong other ediblo articles, ap-
pearing nowise incenvenienced by 1ts size,
woight, or composition. I bave always
noted that that hen, a Shanghai of the os-
trich breed, had a romarkablo fondness for
bits of metal. Two days clapsed after the
oceurrenca beforedovelopments ensued. The
hen beving a disagrecment with the local
roostor, turnrd and ran.  L'robably the rapid
motion engendered a fatal movement, brng-
ing ono of tho bits of metal in that hen's
gizzard azainst the falmnnato end of the shell
with force enough to cause an explesion.
The hen scattered, whilu the amazed rooster,
brought to o stand-rtill by such wnexpeeted
denouement, sadly sbock hus crest aand mor-
ulized on the imypropricty of loawing such
playthings scattered about.,” Good daj!
Gentleman from New Haven, your siory s
andoubt.dly true.

ASTONISHING VITALITY OF A DOG.

About six werks ago a gentleman who

rided him=clf on having one of the he.t rab-

vit doms in tha city weat ralibit huating north

of thecity. The dog raon «truck the trail of
1 ] rY .ty

Tho 4th Duchess of

DRESS PARADL Duds,

It does not follow that a dog which luoks well
on dress parade will act wellin the ficld, It as
desirable, howuver, to combine gond Tnoks with
#ood neso and a digposition whieh will yuld to
the trainer's att,  Thers are & creat mauy dem
of fine podigreo In the country which, for prac
tical purpor~a, are ot worth the powder aund
shot neecesary to kill thom. We recall the ex
pericneo of ono gentleman, which pointx a
1wcoral, if it does not adory o tale.
aro he had shipped to Lin ghooting box in
. Northwost a red and wiata sotter pup, s porfast

Three )"'t“'" thu Treasurer of the
"¢ | Company, purchas-d conjointly  the bl k

M LLIONALRER' PALACES.

For nearly two yoars past the st of
Ciiforni v steeet hidl baw been the secne f
hnlding operation < on n gigontie seale, The
«rown of L Lull s e o adeet o l') L
radtond wogoatsd for theiv reideneen, 00,
DL Culten was the tis- ¢ o butdd, erecting tis
(vl ot nerthwest coroer of Calitoris
aud Laylor str ets sevoral yeam ago. Lelad
Stanford the Yresideut, and Mark Haoplon .
C atral Pacitle B alre ol

' boauty 1 form, bostmy, of 8 pudiires whwh;hurmuud d by California, Pow. 1L, Pine, and

. comprised rome of thy ugost desirable ke« in
, tho world.  ‘Tho pup wax reared with the greae.
' vst caro, aud he Lad the benefit of tho burg of
, training.  But, ina conutry fall of gun-, he
leurned nothing.  The puorcst ene au the Tand
cou'l not have behaved woree i t' ¢ 1, He
"always over-ran his bind- aud pat them to flight
" before the huoter got near him, uod ar for
; obeying tho word of command, why, yon mizht
“just as well havo sbhouted at 8 post.  Hoe wax
| untractable, and had no nose. Ho was an os.
cellent bunch show dog.  His looks aud Ins
breeding wonld have recommendud hua to any
vue who pretends to bo a judge of cautue points.
In November lust the red and white setter was
dovmed.  He oshawsted the pstivnco of hus
, owncr and wa - ordered to be shut.  Two yoars
' ago the samoe gentlemeu cartisd to the North.
west with him a braco of Gordons.  Thoy weru
t the produco of a famous kennel, and their an
| costry was prafsed as being without a flaw
Thoir gire as well as their dam bad won prizes
in bench shows. Tho dogs weroin bred, lLut
that was pronounced tho proper thing, they
woro all the better for it. In tho ficld thuse
Gordons gave rise to the xevnest dsappoint.
ment. They lacked noso and had mo cnstita-
tion. Miles Johuson triod Lis hand on thom,
! and found he could do nothing with them. At

the ond of six weeks they were condemned us
worthless. Last Fall the gentlamnan in question
made his third experiment. He expressed to
his shooting boxa brace of lemon and white
sotters.  They wore of famous etock, and as
handeome in appearance as a dream. Well do
wo remember the parlor parado at his house cn
Fifth avenue, boforo the trainer took chante of
them. They were in splendid fouther, and
their rich coats had been washed, combed and
brushed until they looked like satin. A dainty
blue ribbon heightened tho tone of each rilvor
collur, and colozne water had been sprinkled iu
the hair. The ladies went inte raptures o ver
thom, and old sportsmen swore that their equal
bad nover been scen.  When tried in the ficld,
these haudsomo, well-bred dogs acted so badly
| a8 to cover their owner with mortification. They
' were indiffercnt hunters, and 8> timid that you
could never depend upon them. Drive ten
miles out upon the prairie, and then releass
them from thu waggon and motion them for-
ward, and soven times out of eighs they would
stnke a bee-lino for homo. Oneof tho best
{truiners in the country tried to break them of
their sbhyness, buthe did not succoed, The
dogs ure now held un probation.  They witl by
givon another trial the spproaching Sumraer
and Antumn. It woald gratify us to bo assared
that the cxpennunce of thia gontlemaan is excop-
tional. But we doubt it, for the reason that wo
could name o rond many who have sought dili
gently and found vt who have purchased farh
1onable straing only to mect with the bittercst
| disappointment. Thoe morslto be drawn is.
when you have a good working dop. do mot
trade hum off for an uatried one, who has guod
pedigreo and good looks to recommend. Those
who breed for the market will have to pat their
dogs to more thorough tests. Alere bench show
winuers will not answer., Aert  wili
bave to be established by practical work, Jby
trials in tho field.— Turf, Field und Farm.

HORSES UF CENTRAL AslaA.

The borses which are vative to the Kirg-
hitz Stelpers are too Lardiest breed o the
world. The ate small in size, with thick,
shaggy coats like a Newfoundland doyi’s.
Tuoey bave a jouging gait ordinarily, and
their gallop 18 not very swift ; but thair pow-
ers of «ndurance are marvellona. Tley ars
never housed 10 winter, sovero 83 i3 thut aca-
son in Central Asin, nor arce they blavketed
during the coldest days or nighta. Their thict
ceats of bz is their only protection against
thoe rigom of win 1, snow aud gercing culd,
oven when the 1 reary drops to 40 degrees
below z:ro. Nor asthe re any provisiow mad.
for their sustenaun.« donng the months when
tbe ground 15 coversl with snow. They are
turued luose on tin Stepp  when the day's
toil is over and left to suift for them-vlve-,
which they do by kicking away the suow aod
feedicg on thire withs red grass and ieghe, A
great many ain of starvation idurons the win-
t r monthy ; necarnnlly when th wit -

Mason strot, which they begnn b angr
ot two years ago. Although M. s
ford’~ r silence, at ta ~cuthw  © cotang o4
Californin and Powell ctrecte, hos Lot
unted for some tun yat s only vy 100 nty
that it wus complto .ty Mann Hogoan.
housc, at the sauthwe <t caro of O ustoy o
and Madon atrecta, 15 well autr way,  te
‘roofiug bon nearly finshed. Th Lo
Churles Crocker, at the northiw. <1 ¢ 1
Calitornin aind Taylor streety, ¢ abmpe © 4
tor veoupaey. These threo didy .
|th largest sud most ctly 1t
Hitbirto nor hablo eraats £ e o i
ever been made pablic, bong, vane .
from $500,000 to 8100000  di. . L i
Stanford’s residence has, Lowsvor, 4.
round 32.000,000. Tuo tutal uutiuj ot th
residence of Churles Crockee wall umaount
about 82,500,000, Mark Hupk:un'rcu.lm..
which is the must olaborate 1n desirn, w.
have cost whn finikhed nearly §3,000 0
Over 87,000,000 i3 thus ropresented in thye.
threo residences The oxternal appearan
of these Qwollogs wives the epeotator but o
wdifferent iden of the gostlinesy and muagu
ficenco of the interfor.  Nuvrp i hiaw b
sporcd anywhere.  Tho bath reows in tl
Crocker residence, for instance, have e
$4.000 cach, and there gre aboutbalf o Jdo..
ot them in the buildinz. Even the thr..
rungra stop-laddor in Mr. Staufords hinary
cost over 9150. In all the intenor wuodw i §
the most valuablo timber, speetaily trpnert. | 3
from Bouth Amcriea, hbas beon cmployet
This has been bavdsomuly carved, and iyt
ly polished. All of the finished woudwar.
(vven to the window saxhs and framvej, 1 1
ceoh of the three houw s has beesn sl
the railroad workships at Oahland ot
largo quantity of furniture for th. Stautosd
and Crocker residencrs gy bevn macle ul-
in the samo cstabliskincrts.  Muwave puec. -
of furnitare for tho Crocker rosmenze ar
being  manufactured  at  tho
workshops. The claborately carved truou
work of tho handesome consvrvatory recont
iy built on the Pinu-strect wide of th
Stenford mansion wag alsu mado at the rul
roud shops at a cost, p round flour s, .
830.000. The nppnintm.-ut* of the varoiu
rootas iv ¢ach of theas manrions have bt
prepared with the  same disregard of co 1.
‘The architects repres-nt that we entnar. g
was mado of the cost of rither building whe . 38
the plans wore subontted.  The plonsw. re §
sunply acoepted and all tue detais fatnfun
follow: 1, tho bt and most « apeusas 1
tenal buag cmployed in thoa  cxecnton.
San Francisco Bullztin.,

-~

THE EFFECT OF BREEDING UN
MARES.

Wo bavo oftets bevn asked what wie thangs o
of breeding o filly which bas to bi traum d
aftr raimng & colt or twu ? The instanc » w B
have known bave proven that it w « + + B
detrimentul to speed.  Prineess, Lady I'y
mer snd Lucy had cach ono foal Lefore the §
were trained, and Flora Bell two, and ... a
Lite cumber of Bell's Life in London 1o 0. B8
f: Nowing, from un - f the currospoud-ut- {8
that puper. Hiwartiderom e lativa t. 1. F
breewing of bunters : * It duss not hadt o
three year-old filly at all to broed frow Lot
She hias a foal at foar, aud the Autuoa.
that yeur sbo i3 Lrvken, Sumar have v . BB
Lred advautatecunly troma twe year 11 1]
fancy 1t sproads o hyhti-L animsl G, Las
foal, and tuat t don- uot urt v r e ot
tion 10 the slighteat degrow 1y pr v
aumer us wares that Lave doe peal - | B8
things after they hava bl s veral toal. 1
bave geen Theodova, by The Emporor, 5.
in the same stoo gl chuse ®ale e - .
«utin , who wai then Givs , aud Iz i
«cug 80 old moae. callind B ogab boat a g
field imoone of thee b ai conterts d
chasa Lever raw o and »lie Ll booy or
oat of tramng ofc rmnroue np to fon o
obd s o<l et fis. or vope- )
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