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rate-payèr of cvu.ry religions persuasion, and eachi few nieniers of the Clhurch of England that have
Public selînel and lib)riry. in a maianed and lituniiii. 1 laiticirto dcnainded separaite sclhools for tlieinisalves,
ateil position beture the eclesiastical and corporat, stipported by publie faînds and taxes, have lit lenpdi
autiiorilies of' separate schlools. ztcqniiesccd in the sentiments and vicwvs of the gacat

1 shlai continue', ais 1 have donc, to give to separate hody of the members ef that clitrch and of the count-
seholis ail ilat the more titian jnst, tic indulgent try ait laîrge. So trtst aIl attempts to seize tapon sup.
provisions et the hsw, i,,,! the naust liberal construc- poscd ditivrenees of opinion iamnag Protestiaits, and
tien et it, %vill sanction ; but I slînuld bc tir rtitlaful to promote tiin as mai lis possible, iii order to
to tie tru«~ reposed il, [lnc. anad we the obligations of break down or wcatkcn the public schnol systeni, biave
patrioiic ahatv, net 10 aaintaiti aaad dctend Uic systetia tlaus ficr ftîled. As the systeni lias becoine îlevelop-
of' naîtional selionîs asgainst ati attempts to weakcn ed, public opinion iii its support lias g:îincd in
and desta'oy it. 0strengtli and energy ;aaad thc Iast vear lias witaiessed

QUESIO' OFRELGIOU INSRUTIO. ai stroaiger nnd more united expression ofi in l Upper
QIWSIoY oa a~riauus x'rsncvoN. Canada, tlîan during any formier year.

Tt now rean:aiaas for mec to maike some rcmnarks on Assiiiig tiat our systeni ot public sciiools shall
thc uil.icoua oft Reli,-iolîs Inisîraiction. lai tic mmnd aaot oaily be naaiiitasined but inaiaaiieu iii adI its in-
of every enliglatetacd philaiitropist and Chiristiana. tegrity, and Uiaît it is tlie duty of the pirenits and
there cari be huit one opinlion as to tic neccssity aaid pastors o ecdi religions persaiisini to îurovidc for
inapiortanci(e of religions instruction as a part of edtii rie religionas instruction of alîcir own ehiildrcn, il

Caia)a-iaîladtlaat. tucre is no edlucatin, proapcrhy oaîly reniains te bc considercd li fiîr f.icilities shall
speakiaag, %vithlit religion, any amore titan tat thacre lac afrordcd for that purpose iin thae public sellools.
as a maîail wilaout a 3otal, or a, %vorld witiout aaa at- As tic state liais no riglît te give religions iaastruc-
mosplacre, or davs witlaotit a sai. Religion is tue tioen itselt ; so it lias no riglît te compilel religionas in-
seul oif edlacatioai, ns it is thie lire- ut tue seu! of arn, structien or exercises of amy kind. Ail it caai do is
the ataîîoslerc in wliiel lac mIauifles the lireahi nf ian- te i-ecomincîad and providefliciifies for stacli instruîction
nîorta;ihaiy-îlie sti-liglit iii laicli lac beliolals the auîd exercises. Wb'at is commnun te ailt, is recem-
face oft the glory of (;od. Tite prenmises of Christiasn- ncnded and providcd for the aidoptioni of ail. But iii
ity are uo clailaren as well as Lui tlacir parents ; aand to tlais, tliere c2io be no compiulsion pa ti)Oitristees ; ner
neglect the religioans instructiota of claildren, is to île- aire tlîey permitteal te conîlel tue intendaunce et any
prive îlaeiîî of tliîir- diviane birtla-riglt-is to seaid hiuil ast any religious exercise or- iai>trîctioaas wlîat-
tluî'nî thl niorailly nîaimcd anad disîised aaaîng their ever agauiasa the %visites ot lais parents or guaarjiaos.

fellîuw-aa (0nis oîlict îul on1 dblia tue dir-est calamn- 'lae text books and cite %viiola ta-acliiig anad goern-
ities, and inake tlaca a curse, iaastcad of a hlessiaîg te muent eft te sclicol aire requireal te he aasd aaîaon aaad
otliers. in laarmony witlî clîristian lîrinilules, baiL tie teacli-

l'le qaii'stion is net, Ilieretore, %vlicther cliildrpni iaug any pupil te recite lais raiteclaisni and lais religions
are lu lie religîotîsl-, iaîsîricted anad traiaied, hait, wlîo instruactionî (if desircd ait aIl ait he sclîool), nîîîst be
are taus te ilisîruca aaad trasin thien, aaîd laow it, is te niatter et private s oluIitary arrangemenit bctwveen
be donca ? i ecd of my prcceding repîorts, dîariîg tie parents andl te. '.îer, aîîd mus. not ititertere witb
tue laîst harc veaurs, I hiave sliovii froni Uie lioly the erdiaaary exercises of the selice! iii regard te
Scrîptiar s. aaau tae Canotas. Forinalairies andl Diseip- eaacer pupils. Tite spirit et Ouîr sclîoel systeni is pro-
liaay ltegaatons et religinas persuassions, Lliat tie cisely that whlîi tîte Britisli Ilouse of Canimnrs
traiaing tip et'chilalceai1 in tue nuruire aind admooni- îînaniauoisly appreved in tue follotviag wverds, as
tien ot tlae Lod, learly develves aipoax paîrents and lette as tie 23rd ofJaane, 1856. ini regard Ie Uic sys-
tlae protesseal teacliers of' religion, and net uîîon civil. tenm et National Sclienîs in lrelaid : I That tlîis
geverrnuent ; that aIl cenaxtries ivhare these lavs et leuse lias observeal with satisfaction tlac pregress
natuare andî religien have been violaîteal, by týaa-fetr- aiisale iii the ianstrauction et tlae laeerclasses et lier
ring te te Goernimeît, teaclaer ef Uic day schîeol 3lajesty's Irish subljcets, tander tue directioan of' the
whîat helongs to paîrents atia juaswrs, hiavîe heen cha- Conianissioners oaf National Eluration ; and is et epi-
racteriseal by heth vice anad igznoranxce ; tlîat, while niota that in the admniistration eft Uuat systeni, or in
iL is tie duaty ot thie Statte te anakie provision for thae any modification eft s nules, tlacre slaouhd be main-
instruction et cacha c-haud in thînse braînchies et know- taineal a strict aind uaadeviaiting aîdhaeaence te its tun-
letîgeUiaît are nccessary for lîim te knesv iii erder te damiental princiîules, scaring parental aîithority aind
enter aipnai lais dtaties ais a citizen, iL is the dtîty et' tîte riglits et conscience te laupils et asiI denomnina-
cadi cl) ircla or religionas persuasin te provide tor thae tiens, by exclaîding al] compflsory religins teaîeling,
religionas ianstrauction nf its osvn ; a.haî thie State is net tlîis Ilouse being cenvincced that ne pliai fur .hae edu-
te iganore tlîc Clnaclies ot the ]and in its sclîool sys- cation efte Irisha poor, laowvever Nwisely aînd unex-
tena, anai nmore tlîa it is te ho thîcir servant, te teacl ccî)tienably conceived iii othier respects, cao be car-
their commarads orcollcct tiacir taxes Le psy for teacli- rical into efrectugI operatien, aînlcss iL is exîalicitly
ing thuexîx. In ceunnies wlierc, by virtue ef clatrcli asvowed and clearly understeed, as ils letidiaag pria-
anal state uinion, thae state is a. teel oftle claurcli, or ciple, tîast ne attempt shahl be madae te inîfluenace or
the chîaaî'ch is a creataire et the state, or hetb, thie disa.urh tlîe peculiar religions tenets ef muny sect or
question of as systteni of publie iaîstructipn is essential- deoaninaîtion.îî
ly a chirch question,and the censequences of iL are ap- Tite pîrincipal rmie et the Irish Naîtional Commis-
pai-eait-igne)raice et' the masses, or the absence et sieners, in regard te religionîs iaîstraîctien is as fol-
consttutional liberty, or oootl. BaiL in Upper Canada, lews Il Religions instruction inust be se arrangeal
ne Ilolitical union et' claureh alv-' ,-talc is acknosvledg- tlîat catit sehool suaIt be oîeaaed te chaihdreai et aIl
cd ; anal, tl eretore, tle cdaimn et any chtircli te state communions ; that due regard be hll te parental
support for its teachîing, wlietlier et tlac young or tic riglît and autuîcrity ; that accerdingly, ne chilal be
olal, is iaîcoaîsisteat; ith thie avoived constitution ef compelleal te reccive, or te bc preseait ai any religions
Our governiînent, anal incompaîtible with tlîe princi- instruaction et wlîicb lus piarents or guardians disop-
pies et equaîl riglits anîd privileges amengst aIl mcli-, prove ;andl that the Lime for gis-ing it he se fi\ed
gieus persîuasionîs and claisses. Thais prnacijîle is n0w that ne chlîla stiall bc thîercby, in etct, excluded,
aclcnowledgpd and avewed by ail Protestant denomi- Idirecthy or indîrecthy, frein tue otîior advantuges
nations in UJiper Cainada, withont exception. The I vhlich the scbeel afferds.aî Whierc the patrons (Lte


