N

244

The Home anvd Forelgn Wecord.

Sep

be to transfer the vol...., to our columns.
We give o ferv more samples (=

“The most dreadfil of the Ashantee
festivals, Bantanm, or ¢ death wake,” now
approached. The King went early in the
morning of Fobruary th, to Bantams,
where the remains of his décensed predeces-
sors were preserved in a long building, ap-
proached by a gailery, and partitioned into
small cells, the entrances of which were
hung with sitken curtaina. Xn these #part-
ments reposed the skeletons of the kitigs,
fastened together with gold wite, and placed
in richly ornameunted -coffins, each being
sarre--.ded by what had given him most
ple.vure during his life. On this occasion
every skeleton was placed on 2 chair in his
cell to receive the royal visitor, who, on

«entering, offered it food ; after which a band

played the faverite melodics of the depart-
ed. The poor victim selected as a sacrifice,
with & knife thrust through his cheeks,
was thes dragged forward and slain, the
King washipg the skeleton with his blood.
Thus was each cell visited in turn, sacrifice
after sacrifice being offered, till evening
closed ere the dreadful round was com-
pleted.

“We bhad heard the blowing of horns
and beating of drums throughout the day,
and were told that nearly thirty men had
been slain. Thesa, alas! were not all, for
at six o’clock, after the King had returned,
the horn and the drum again sounded, be-
tokening that more victims were yet to fall,
and farinto the night the melancholy sound
continued. Two blasts of the horn signi-
fied ¢ death ! death ! three beats of the drum
¢ cat it off! and a single bea¢ from another
drum announced the head has dropped ¢’
Powerless as we were, amid the fearful
darkness around, to hinder such atrocities,
we could only sigh and pray that our cap-
tivity might bring about a better state of
things.”

By and by the King’s youngest brother

°died, and here is what followed :—

«The deceased youth wasto be fellowed
to the grave by slaves only, some of his
own, and others who had long been lan-
guishing in irons. It was expected that
every great chief would offer a gift of hu-
man life, and many men who were going
about free fell beneath the kuife ot the
odumfo.” Up to midday the King and his
followers had been sitting at the north side
of the market place under the tree where
we used to preach, Around him were
crowds playing the wildest music, Who all
fasted, but drank the more. These offer-
ings from the chiefs were presented~-drésses,
silk cushions, gold, ornaments, sheep, MEN |
In the afternoon he resumed his seat’in the

market-place, and all who had guns firy
them ; at this signal some victims fell,

“M Bonnat and Kuhune, who were in th
street for a few moments, saw three odug
fos rusk upon a man standing among th
crowd, pierco his cheeks with a kaife, ay
order him to stand up; then they dror
him before them with his hands bomy
behind like a sheep to the slaughter,

¢ The deceased prince had besides seven)
wives of royal blood, three of low bin
who when they heard of his death ranamy
and hid themsclves. The King supli
their places by other girls, who, painy
white and hung with gold ornamey:
sat around the coffin to drive away iy

The samec fate befel tho six pages, sl
similarly ornamented and painted, crout
around the coffin, which was carried outsf
midnight. For three hours previously i
poor lads had known they were doomey
go with the unhappy women to the gnns
“On Friday, the day of the * king's s
{he was born on Friday), no blood must
shed, and all the bodics of the slainm
dragged away early in the wmorning toog]
entrance of Apetesini. The Fantees vy
filled with horror at_the sight; they b
witnessed the murder of twenty hung
sacrifices, some of them lads of ten jus
others old men. We wondered how i
people could sit down and eat after desg
pointed thres days’ fast, '
quieter, and the King divided sheep angit
his chiefs. The funeral ceremonies r§8
continued on Saturday, the 6th, byen
one having their heads shaved. .
“ The dancing women attended af g
palace to comfort the King, for whichi
received presents of gold. ~On this oxs i
a princess quarrelled, and allowed g
to utter insulting words. The Kiyg
dered her to be taken ont on the spo;, 8
not only did she lose her head, buta pigh
and other Ashantce nobles fell on the s
day. It was really a reign of terror, §§
none could understand whether it gl
ontburst of angoverned passion, or 248
mation of absolute power. Monh
week after the death, a fast was agais
served, and we knew too well thesy
companiment. We could only sigh
ery to the Lord of hosts, and welf
that He wonld hear us, althoughw
taanted by the question, ¢ Where i S
God ¥ ” . I

to bo scen now and again—gaunt Y
dragging their famished babes and S8
children—~—starvation, discase—crodife
every form; no merey to tho victin}
light in tortare, blood aud death.



