1062 Rair s

Minister of Railways, makes an argument
in favor of government ownership of rail-
ways which comes quite naturally to the
manager of a government-owned and ope-
rative railway. At the time Mr, Blair re-
presented the owner of a large system of
Government railway and he supervised its
operation. . He was, therefore, deeply in-
terested in vindicating government own-
exship and operation hecause he persvni-
fied that government ownership and opera-
tion. In fact to quote from the document :
‘‘The object of this memorandum may be
frankly avowed. It is to remove if pos-
sible “any prejudices “which may exist
against Intercolonial administration and
ensure a fair and open- mindea considera-
tion of the policy of further government
railway extension.’’ Being a lawyer he
could make an excellen! brief on the sub-

Ject except that he could not buttress him-
solt up with many admitted facts. He ad-
mitted that company railways mede money
and that the government railway in Ca-
nada lost money but he “refused to allow
that financial failure to be attributed to
government ownership,

Mr. Blair had, however, hold of a right
idea which he expressed in the following
paragraph : —

The undersigned has long held the opin-
ion that a port on the Georgian Bay should
be reached by the Intercolonial lndy thvs a
connection had with the Canadian North-
ern bl water transport, open and practic-
able for from four to six weeks longer than
canal navigeiion. The Canadian orthern
would glltﬁy Co-operate with the govern-
ment railway, as it has no other railway
connection nor any interest antagonistic to
the government system. Duluth and Chi-
©cago would be in touch with the Interco.
lenial and direct through rates could be
arranged to Montreal or Levis durin, the
summer season, and to St. Joha and %l"-
fax during the winter. By the construc-
tion of storage clevators on a sufficient
scale to hold grain in quantities not going
forward until navigation closed, a 1nr¢e
and ever-increased traffic would find its
way over Canadian territory and by gov-
ernment uuwn{ to the ocean through the
gateways of Halifax and St. John,

'he advantage of such extension to the
Intercolonial can harily be over-estimated

If the Canada Atlantic system were ac-
quired, a traffic produacin, saction 3 the
country, with a mwln’
feady creak:

local basiness al-

created, would be found on the west-

ern gortlou of the line: while St. John
Halifax and Sydney at the other endwould
equalize the existing conditions and carry
the intermediate section—a section which,
it is only fair to say, has within the last
few years shown signs of considerable pro-
gress and before the lapse of many years
may be expected to be self-sustaining.

Thare is no doubt 1n the world that Mr,

Blair is accarate in apprehending that if
the Intercolonial is to participate in west-
ern traffic it must bhe fed from the ~west by
one of ths large controlling lines and as he
s‘nys. the natural feeder is the Canadian
Northern which comes, at the present time
during the whole of the season of naviga-
tion, to the terminus of the "Canada At-
lantic Zsystem on' Georgian) Bay. The
volicy of uniting these two Jsystems is so
obvious that it is bound “to be adopted,
and the assistance of the povernmentgiven
to_its_consummation at 1o distant day.
There 18, however, no necessity of extend-
ing the Inteicolonial to GeorgiaT'Bly for
the purpose of accomplishing tue object
aimed at. Pat the Canadian Northern
over the Canada Atlantic rails into Mon-
treal and Quebec and in that way throw
it into the lap of the Intercolonial. This
is a better railway scheme, espacially as
Mr. Blair realizes that most of the people
in this country are opposed to a govern-
ment ownel railway, and, therefore, the
exteusion of the one railway in this coun-
try owned by government would not be a
popular thing.

The extension of the Intercolonial to
Montreal was popular simply for the rea-
son that it was necessary and inevitable.
The extension to Montreal was advocated
and defended on the ground that at Mon-
treal it would meet with other railway
systems and be able to receive tratfic from
the west. According to Mr. Blair this it
has failed to do. To our mind the most
significant thing about the document witn
which we are dealing is the confession by
the then Minister of Railways that the ex-
tension of the Intercolonial to Montreal has
failed to uccomplish its object, The re-
medy according to Mr. Blair isin a fur-
ther extension of the (Intercolunial but if
the extension to Montreal did not result in
the anticipated traffic how in the name of




