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distant lands, we caunot but bc struckz with, the fact that, whilc
Hindostan. (with the exception of the higlier flimalayan moun-
tains), differs so, materially in its structure and fossil contents from,
Europe, Australia (particularly Victoria) presents, in its paluiozoie
rocks at least, a close analogy to, Britain. Thanks to, the ability
and zeal of Mr. Selwyn, a large portion of this great auriferous
colony bas been aiready surveyed and mapped ont in tAie clearest
manner. In doing this lie lias denionstrated that the productive
quartzose veiustones, whi h are the chief matrix of gold, are rnainly
subordinate to the lower Silurian slaty rocks, charged with trilo-
bites ard graptolites, and penetrated by granite, syenite, and vol-
canic rocks, occupying vast regions, Mrff. Selwyn, aided in the
palieontology of' bis large subjeet by IProfessor M'Coy, lias aiso,
shown how these original auriferous rocks have been wvorn down
at successive periods, one of which abrasions is of pliocene:age,
another of post-pliocene, and a third the resuit of existing causes.
All these distinctions, as well as the demarcation of the carboni-
ferons, oohitic, and other rocks are ecarly set foi-th. Looking
with admiration at the execution of these geological maps, it wvas
with exceeding pain 1 léarnt that some ineimbers of the Legisiature,
of Victoria had tbreatened to curtail their cost, if not to stop their
production. As sucli ill-timed ecoaomy would occasion serious
regret among ail mea of science, and would, I k-now, bc also deeply
lamnented by the enlightened Governor, Sir Hlenry Barkly, and
would at thie saine tilue be of lastitig disservice to, the material
advancement, of knowledge amongr the minitig classes of the State,
let us earnestly hope that the young( flouse of Parliameat at
Melbourne may flot be led to enact sucli a measure.

[Want of space compels us te omit the conclusion of this
address, as 'well as a preceding portion relating to the Permaian


