
Now a sînîjiar case 'of direct action of' alien pollen upon the
fruit, or grain, oceurs in Indian corn, and is faîniliar to every far-
iner in the countrv, iii the formn of grains of différent varieties on
the saine ear. A decisive instance is before us in a sinall ear of
sweet corn, grown in the viciniitv of a piatch of' the common liard,
yellow variety; in coniequietce from thiree to six grains la every
row have becomne ycllow corn, wh)iie the rest retain the character-
istic appearance of thie sweet variety. IL is not rare, where several
sorts of inaize are cultivated togethier, to fitid nearly ail of themn
separattely represented upon one car. This must be the resuit
cil ber of croqs-fertilization of tlhe previous year shiowingr itself, not
in a blending o? the eliaracters of the fruit of the prog eny, but la
a complote separation into tie, constituent sorts la the fruit re-
sultingr froîn one seed, whiech would be a wotidlrftil anonuily, but
no impossibility ; or eisc, of an inîmediate action of the pollen the
present year, as is reputed of squashes and meclons. Buit the oc-
carence of thiree sorts of' corn upon one bar goes far towards ex-
,ciudino the fiî'st supposition, since there cain have been but two
immnediate parents to one embî'yo. (Prof. Gray).

AGASSîZ'S GONTIBUTIONS TO TRE INATURAL ITORY Or TIIE

TIJ1ED Sr'rEs.-Thie first tvo volumes of this work have made
their appearance and are wvortliy of the highl reputation of their
author. XVe shaHl la a future number review the work at iengrth,
and in the mneanitime give the fol1owing -iimmary of its contents.

Vol. I.1 Part 1. Ess«y om Ula ssification.
Chapter J. The flîndlatientail relations of animais to one an-

othier an(l to the world lui which they live, as the basis of the
natural sys*enm of aninîals: under wvhici hiead the author treats of
-the actual foundation lu nature of tihe true zoological systemn or
c1assification,-the inity of plan througbout th)e diversified types
-the distribution of the same types over wi(lely diverse geogra-
phical rerrions, and as widely diverse geologrical a s-teper-
manency of types and the iînmutability of species,- the relations
betwveen plants and animais and the surrounding worh(l,-emnbry-
ology a basis for determining tise rank of species-succession in
geological time, a basis for dleciding approxiinately upon rank ;
ail of wvlich topics, besides othiers not bere enumcratcd; are so
Landled as to bear directly on tise question of creation by physical
ageneies, giving it a decided negfative reply.

Chapter II. Leading groups of the existing system of animais
-a philosophical disquisition on the truc significance of the
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