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THE CANADA FARMER.

THE VEGETABLE GARDEN,
Slugs,

Epitor Caxapa FARMER :—I am gardening a prece of
Tow land which 1s infested with the slug, somuch o that
they eat thiough my cabbage, tematoes, spmach, canl-
flowers, and plough and groove my celery, and m fact they
attack everything to their taste.” If yon will be so kind
as to tell me i your nextrasne what to do with these
pests, it will be thanhfully received.

Coloury, Ont. M. F K.

——e

The importation of a few toads on to that jaece of garden
ground 18 the remedy mdiated by natare. Toals are
persistent devourers of slugs, bugs and the hoxt of mseet
«<ucmies which the vegetable wotld s hen to,  ‘The number
of slimy abominations whicha healthy toad will ispose ot
1a the course of a week isastomishing—and noless wender-
ful is the actinity which the ungamly brutes show in
securing ther Al Make sheltera tor the toads n the day-
tume with stones or picces of board.

Cabbage plants, ¢te., may be protected from elugs, by
wrapping a sttip of paper lousely around than at the tune
of planting, Teaving the paper about an inch abovo the
ground. This 13 sume trouble, but will pay better than
replanting,

A Hot-Bed in the House.

However cheap and cconomical the hot-bed made of
heating manure may be for general use, the operator must
have some considerable knowledge of the requirements
necessary to success, in onder to work it cconomieally,
especially in the carly part of the scasun when buth days
and nights are culd, for then most constant attention must
be given as to air and heat, so that the plants be sluelded
from ¢old wind or frost, clse failure is certain,

Yo those who wish to raise only a few plants for the
family garden, or, perhaps, strike cuttings for the flower
garden, the plan which we now propose will, although it
will be some eapense at tirst, be feund in the end
cconomical.

Have a pan made (say 24x30 inches) of strong sheet iron,
with the sides somewhat flaring, and stiffened with picees
of thin board, or, better, buy an ordmary cast iron sink,

and fix a faucet or plug m the buttom of the pipe, to draw
off the water when nevessary.  Put this in a strong frame,
made ornamental, i€ it can be atforded. Put also a shelf
nnderneath the pan, at such a distance that the flame of a
common flat-wicked kerosino lamnp may just reach the pan.
Into the pan fit a strong battened box, the bottom pierced
with a number of holes to furmish dmmage; and, with
flaring 8. les to correspond with the sudes of the builer or
hot water pan underneath, cover the buttoin of the box
with any o?[l sleazy woollen cloth, to prevent the carth
working through the holes in the bottom of the box.  Have
the water never so high as to touch the box; for the use of
the water is sumply to diffuse the heat regularly through.
ont the pan, or, as would be better, make a secund pan of
sheet iron within the first, against the sides and bottum of
which the water may come.

From the lowest part of this carth pan a very small pipe
must extend down_ through the dramn hole of the water
pan; this is to provide drainage for the earth pan. Any
tinman will easily accommodate this small pi‘vc, and still
leave room for a small faucet besides, for draiming the
water pan. Have also a pipe suthciently large to admut
the end of a funnel, so that water may be poured 1 at the
top to enable you convemently to ikl the water pan.

ow fit a frame to the carth pan as tor any hot-bed, with
sitles sufliciently high so that when there are cight mches
of carth therein, there will still by a distance of six inches
between the carth and the su-. wluch 18 to be placed
over all,

Thus you may have cumplete, and at a comparatively
small expense, a case ur hot-bed, wheremn plants may be
grown, or cuttings struck all through the winter if desired.
These, when ready for potting, may be removed, and
about the first of March, t{:e sutl may be sown with tomate,
eg!rv q}:\nts, pepper, amd other seeds of tender plants, which
will be large envugh to plant vut in a slight hot-bed, when
all danger of freezing is over.  They will furnish o Yleas:mt
recreation and study in winter, and this at the light daily
expense of o few cents for oil, or, 1f in cities where gas is
used, all that will be requived will Le to corry a gas pipe
uunder the tank, aflix a burner, and the whole is complete.
So, you may start sceds of verbena and other flowerin
plants car.y enough to be potted and kept growing, unti
ready for transplanting, and then follow with tender vege-
table sceds for the garden as before directed. L

If you have a water tank on your kitchen stove, it will
not be necesrary 10 keep the lamp burning during the day,
since the water may be drawn oft from the water pan once
or twice a day, and refilled from the tank or boiler.

What you require is to keep the temperature of the
bottom of the soil at about 80° during tho day, and

if it sink to G0° or cven 50° at night, no damage will
oceur.  You may keep up any desired heat with your lamp
-lurm)i tho night, and this with no change of water, except
to add what mnay have been lost by evaporation.

It will bo necessary that you have a soil thermometer, a
simple bulb contaiming quicksilver, and stem, graduated
trom 329 to 120° Farenhett, Place the bulb in the carth
next the bottom. Thus the thermometer should show a
temperature of $0° for very tender plants, and say 65° or
70° for more handy ones,

Now if you Flnce this framo near a window where it may
receive the light and heat of the sun, yon can grow plants
as healthy and as successfully as in a hot-bed or green.
bouse.  You will also soon learn the different requirements
of various plants, which of itsclf is a most pleasant and
profitable study, and besides have a sufficiency of orna-
rs-utal plants and early vegetables for all erdinary pur-
posea—Western Raral,

Henderson's Early Summer Cabbage.

A reliable and good early variety of cabbage 13 a great
dusideratum to gardeners both for market and home use.
Such a one, apparently, is the new variety of Early Sum-
micr vabbiage allustrated on this page, now ntroduced by
thie well-known scedsmen, Peter Henderson & Co.  They
themsclves aro satisfied that it will nival, if aot to some
extent supersede, the Wakeficld, The merit of this var-
ity consists in its being the carliest of all large Cabbages,
woming in but a few days after the Wakefield. It has
another valuable peculiarity, of rarcly or never bursting

open when ripe, so that if a crop cannot be used at once,
1t will not spoil, as is the case with most of the other early
sorts, The introducers are confident that it will become a
standard varicty, either for market or private uses.

Onion Culture,

The best soil for the successful growth of the onion is
one known as a clayey loam, not so heavy as to prevent
being readily worked at all times, aor yet so light asto
dry off and leave the omons with little or no moisture at
just the tune when they need it The preparation of the
soil consists in ploughing thoroughly and pulverizing well
by harrowing repeatedly. Let the soil be broken up as
early n the spring as the scason will admit of, for this
vegetable requires cool weather to grow rapidly, and the
carlicr you plant the better will the onions be in regard to
size and quality. The reason many growers do not pro-
duce as fine onions as they should, is owing to Iate plant.
ing, much of the other spring work being done befure the
soil is prepared for the onion cro¥. But do not plant so
carly as to have the setts frosted, for frozen onions do nut
{:rm uce as fine bulbs as those which have not been pinched

y Jack Frost.

Wo like planting on ridges mach better than planting 1n
beds, fur we can cultivate with hurse power, whichis quite
an item when from one to four or five acres are planted.
The ridyges are made by first drawing furrows, with a two-
hurseplough, about threcandune-half feet apart, and putting
a goud sprinkling of well-rotted stable manure n these
furrows just drawn. Two farrows are thrown on each of
these rows of manure, making a ridge. Thus 13 done with
a onc-horse pluugh in the handsof a good gloughman, going
twice around to level them up nicely and to put more fine
carth on the ton of the ridge.  Thesc ridges are now nicely
Ievelled off with an iron rake until the{ are very little
higher than the ground between them, and are about cight
or ten inches wide oa the top. No more ridges should bo
thrown up at a tiae than you can plant—throwing them
up as you plant therr -so as to have moist suil to put the
bulbs in. This is an important item. We next stretch a
Iine along on the top of the ridge, planting two rows of
ontons on each ridge, about six inches apart, the onions or
setts being but about four imchesapart in the rows.

As soon as the weeds commence to start, corimence the
work of cultivation by using an ondinary cultivator or hoe-
harrow, running close enough to_the onions not to disturb
cither the nidge or the omons.  Having done this, take a
narrow hoe, about four inches wide—a narrow prong hoe is

an cxcellent thing for the purpose~~and hoe carefully and
well between the rows on each ridge. Wo now lot them
remain & fow days, after which wo carcfully sprinkle a
moderato sprinkling of good guano or hen dung between
the rows of onions on each ridge, domng this just Lefore a
rain, orclso hoe 1t in. Two, or at the most three, apphiva-
tions of this kind generally bring the desired result.
Cultivate well at all times, keeping the occamonal seed tops
pinched off, and hand-weed 1f at all necessary, which s
generally the case.

As we have grown all the onions we raised from setty,
which are produced from sced sown thinly in dnlls the
previous year and then carefully wintered, we cannot give
an{' ﬂractical directions of our own for growing from sced.

Vhen the tops of the onons commence to witherand die,
say about one or two inches at the extreme end, they have
attained their growth. We then generally go over and
bend or lay the tops over, together, as we have found them
to keep much better that way, for they will not be so apt
to take a second growth if a spell of wet weather comes on
them. In harvesting this crop, choose a dry day, taking
them as soon as they are gathered to some dry, airy anh
cool place, whero they can be left until danger from frost
is apprehended, when they should have the tops carviully
rubbed off preparatory to removal to a dry and cool place,
a dark placo usually being advizable. At no time, expeci-
ally immediately after removal from the field, should yon
put the onions in close heaps; the heaps should not he
more than from two to three or four deep, or clse they will
heat and rot rapidly.

The culturo of onions under favorable circumstances

roves profitable year after year, tho exceptions generally
ing due to neglect in some of the above particulars. The
groﬁts range anywhero from fifty to ono hundred and fifty
ollars per acre. Inmany cascs moro_has been realized,
but I wish to keep within bounds. The white or silver
skin requires richer ground than citherthe red or the ycllow
(Danver's), but generally ¢commands ligher prices. We
usually raise about an equal quantity of buth the red and
the white. There are many other kinds, but we rdly on
these, having tried them a long time in preference to others
\I\:e have not had experience with.—D. Z, Lvans, in Okiv
armer,

The Wire-Worm.

The simplest and surest way to get rid of wire-worm is
to plant potato-sets everywhere as a first crop, and take
them up a week afterwards and cook them for poultry, By
this very simple course of procedure any piece of ground
may be completely cleared of wire-worm. As a matter of
course, it requires judgment to carry it into effect. The
wise way of proceeding 13 to trench and manure in the
usual way, a3 1f wire-werms were unknown. A lot of chats
should be saved and kept in the dark untid wanted, because
if they get green the wire-worm will not take to them
When the ground is in a nice condition, dig in the potatocs
quite thici.,, and in a week take them out and cook them.
Then yvon may sow sceds, and go ahead, thoroughl{ satis-
fied that the ground s cleared of wire-worm. ~1lhe cest
and treuble amount to almost nothing, aud it 18 a capstal
use for chats where they aro not wanted for the pigs.
Potatoes will rid any ground of wire-worm, and it will ac-
tually pay in the case of land newly broken up from pas-
ture to grow potatoes on in order to carry away the wire-
worm. The pest soon passes away on land devuted to
potatoes. They love the root, they are lifted with it,
and very few of them get back to earth again.—Z2%e¢ Gar-
deners’ Magazine,

Wiy CuctMBERS ARE BITTER.—One of the caunscs
gardeners give for cucumbers being bitter is that such are
grown too slow ; that m order to sccurc sweetness and
crispness, they should be forced to grow as fast as pussible.

Turs1ps,.—Among the early white-fleshed sorts therc 1s
not much choice; but the Redtop Strap Leaf 1s probably
as good as any. The Small Berhn or Telton 1s the richest
flavored of the carly, yellow-fleshed varicties, but rather
small, unless sown upun very strung suil. Robertsons
Gulden Ball" is a larger sort, also of excellent quaiy.
For a late winter vanety we have never found any supe-
rior to the **Sweet German ' for table use.—f. V.- Yurker.

To Destroy CABBAGE Lice.—For years past the wniter
{a correspondent of the Journal of the Farm), has been m
the practico of clearing this plant from an sect that
nfests it at an early stage of its growth, and often con-
tinues 1ts ravages toa later date.  These are hittle blue hce,
which are so nearly the color of the plant, that 1t 13 some-
times difficult to fix their identity. This 1s, however,
soon determined by the curling of the inside leaves, a con-
siderable time previous to heading. The concave portions
of these leaves bemg closely spected, disclose often
hundreds of *he little insects, scarcely larger than the seed
of tho plaat. An cffectual exterminator of these has been
used for a number of years, with unfailing success. It 1s
simply this: Take some dry ashesin a pan, and whle tho
dew is on the plant in the morming, sprinkle the ashes all
over the plants, being careful to spread 1t on the mside of
the curleg leaves, Hickory ashes, or that of corn cobs, on
account of the strength of the lyo caused by the dew, s
preferred.  For alength of years thus remedy has been
tried with unfailing success,” If well applied, it will not
be necessary to perform the operation more than once.




