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English Short-Horn Sales in 1873

Tho following sales of thoraugh-bred stock have

been announced i England -

ArpiL 2 —Mesars Brogden and Ashburner's Short-
horns, At Lightburne, Ulvertsan

ArRin3 —Mr. A, L Brasaey's ** Booth” Short-horns,
At Preston Hall, Aylesfurd,

Arrin 22 —Captain - Winnall's Short-horns. At
Eccleswall Comrt, Rose

APRIL 24 .—Mr Duncan’s Jersy herd. At Bradwell,
Wolverton.

May 2.—t'al Towneleyv's Short-horns.

My 8.—Lort Penchyn's Short-horna.
Park, Stony Stratford

May 35 —Mr ¢ Chapman’s Shost-homberd. At
Exton, Qakham

Juiv 10~ Me F IT Clieney’s short-horne, At
Gaddeshy Hall, Laws-ter

———— et S e v

Chief Agricnltural Meetings in Bntain for 1873,

Apntn 15 — Boyal Dablin Noaiety Meeting in Dub.
hn  President, The ¥ ord Licutenant of Jreland,
May 3lto Tesg 9 Vienna Uninversal Exhitation. —
Cattlo Show  Seeretary, Mr P €. Owen, 41,

Parhiament Street, London

Jose 2,3, 4, 5, and 6 - Dath and Wost of England
Agriculturil Soacety  Meetmg at  Plymouth.
President, The 2arl of Mount Elzermbe.

Juwy 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 - Roval Agncultural
Society of Inglanl - Moot eat Hull <i‘rcsxdcm,
Earl Catheart.

Averst B, 6, 7, and 8§ - Hihland and  \gneultural
Society of Neotland  Vectmg at Sturhng  Presm-
deut, fln Rayal Highm «s Th™ Prinee of Wales

Avgrsr 13, 14, and 13 Royal Aursultanal Roaety
of Ircland —Mcetinyg ot Waterfard,  P'recdent,
Lord Lismore.

SerrEMBER 18 to 27.—Vienna Umiversal Exhibation.
Horse and Poultry Show

ER 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 - NSnnthfield Club Fat
Cattle Show, at Ishington — Vrewident, The Duke
of Richmonl

To Re?nove Skanks’ Hides.

As 1 have caught and skinned a good maa s skanks
within the Jast ten years, I will pive you my method.
Placo the skunk on his bick anl commence at the
centre of his under jaw, nip dawn the middie to the
forelegs ; skin the head and neek, then take aropeor
small chain, put round fus aech and hang lam up just
high enough to work al ¢ micwently ; skin the for-

ir of legs : rip down the muddle ; stop about
three inches from the tul  Comin~nce at the top,
skin down and towands the ba-k  Keep the knifoin
your right hand and Lol the stun with the leit ; be
very carefcl not to touch th~ carcass with tholeft
hand, northe har sule of the skin with the nght
The glands that contam the cesenes, are placed on the
under side near the taid ; shan very carefully here so
as not to cut them.  After removsing the skinnp it
opendown ts the tad, aul nail 1t up onsome cut
building to dry.  Remove the glands and bury them.
Now, if you have done ali of this with care, the fat
will not bhe scented, and you can cat it off and cook it
out over thic Kitchen atorve.  The ml s valaable for
, far greasing wazzons, aad all lubrimtin%
urposes. I have taken a t}u:\rt from onc animal.
illed some once, and not having time to skin them
the same day, they feoze, and 1 put them in a stream
of running water to thaw them: wien 1 skianed
them there was aoscent on the hawr, the water having
carried at all away.— R, C

American Marble.

At last, if all reports be true, the importation of
marble from Italy to tius country. s with
a sudden and cternal cessation. a\lmad{ the boulders
of Solano county, California, have yickled a marble
superior in beauty to any Luro] article, antd ono
that 1 preferred hy the Italians themsclves, who lmy
it by the pound and useit for fancy ¢eneenng  But the
detacked bonldern which yicld these many colored
slabs arc inconvemently Iocated and the supplies from
that scurce houted 1n quantity and variety  Notso,
however, the vast heds of marble.recently discovered
in an old scttled distnct of Western Vermont, on
Lake Champhain. Stranfau it may sectn, that such
a mine of wealth ahould
discovered, the State Genlogust reports theso a8
the finest quarrics in the world. ~ The strata varies
from ono to six fect in ; tho stone is of

hardnces and durability ; blocks of an
and the sarface polshed till it

At Wicken

ase caa be

ve remained a0 long un- | the

as brilliant and as free from flaw orcrack as a misror.
Noother quarry 1t ia said, has ever yielded sucha
beantiful vartety of colored and variegated marblo aa
may bo ohtained from the different veins of these
Vermont beds. The awners claim that the supply is
mexhaustible, and that they caunot only under-
sell forcign competition, but will bo able to supply
England with » material at once better and cheaper
than her builders can get elsewhere

Rainfall.

Professor Daniel Draper, director of tho Central
Park Observatory in New York, who has madoa
critical study of the subject during tho past three
years, wtates amsitlvcly that the statistics of the ran-
fall for these three years exlnhil\no Yemcptiblo dim-
nution {n amount being respecitve. ﬁr 446.81 iuchces,
42 32 inches, and 52 06 anches, which shows 1 the
last year, 1871, n considerablo excess over ather of
tho others.  If the examination Js_extended further
back, and includes a lox;gcr period, 8 hke result is
ohtained. Thus taking the years trom 1836 to 1872
wclunave, and forming them into cqual groups, st
will Lo scen that tho amount of rain during cach
penad has sdvanced rather than declinod, whilo for
tho whole time tho ave is but s small fraction
above what it has been during 1869-70-71. Hence
Prof. Draper is of the opinion that though the varia-
tions from year tq year arc large, yet these neutralize
each other when jong period- of time aro considered,
andthat noappnl’;mxou neal therefore he felt of a per-
manent disturbance of t*.0 water supply. Ho sums
3- the matter as follows :—**Although in tho last

irty-six years Fmt changes have been mado in all

those portions of the Umited States intervening be-
tween the Mississippi and the Atlantic ocean,
8 having been cleared of the primeval ‘oreats
and brought under cnlti\'ation‘;]}he;r physical mpect
having therefore been essentially altéred, no corres-
ponding diminution can nevertheless be traced in the
mean amount of water that has fallen.  On the con-
trasy there has been an actual increase.”

Texas Cattle for 1873,

A cattledealer of San Antonio, Texas, writes under
date of Feb. 26th :\With reference to tho cattle trade,
tho number computed to be dnven from Texas, tlus
scasop, will be unusually large.  From my own per-
sonal ohservation and terviews withstock men, 1t
will boin excess of tho amonut driven last year
Very little Northern capital, comparatively, wili be
cxpended for cattlo here this a& , for the reason
there are so many cattle in the Northern States; Jow

ices, and_financial affairs being close everywhere.
E:o general appearance that ev: isany-
thing but encouraging to speculation. Cattlo this
scason will bedriven by ratsers, generally, the suc-
cesvion of drouths last summer causing so greata
scarcity of grass that vastnumbers of stock havodied
during the winter and spring, and those alive, which
1 havo seen, are very, very poor. Hence many are
dnving all_ther stock that they can gather, bei
desirons of abandoning tho businces; whilo very
many of the cattle men are deeply involved financially
and arc forced to dnvo to raise moncy, since as
they tell me, bankers do not feel inclined to grant ac-
comodation, utder the appearance of things, as they

now cxist.
hcm il'm < baokwad!;dmny dri‘ieg are realy
start, hut there isno ol and the young is
only just atarting, hence aﬁi« cannot live {ntwgeu
hero and Fort Worth, for a month yet. Neady all
the old parties are goi &t« dnve this scason.
weather now is g-ltke and the peach and plum
t;ea have been in  Lloom for two woeks peat.—(siio
Rrmer.

The Supply of Horses in England.

The fsllowing seloct committce
beens appointed in the British Houso of Londs:—The
Prince of Wales, the Duke of Cambridge, Lord Hali-
fax, the Duke of tho uis of Lans-
4 the Marquis of ﬁle of Ports-

& Grey, Viscount
Waterford, Lord Redesdale, the Erl':%%.
Lord Kesteven, Lord Blachford, and Lond § .

ourn.

The {as & reliable

were 462,000 mon and 15,120 horses, or ono horse to
every thirty men. The Prussians besides that had a
suflicrent number of reserve horses, which_could be
called into the field at any moment. My, A. Brown

referring to the samo subject, showed that tbmug(x
thescolonels of different regunents going to the fates
to purchase the hest horscs thoy could get for re-
wounts for their respectino reygiments, tho dealers
held out for higher pricesathan they could aobtain if
the purchasesfur the diiferent regimentsew ere made by
oncindividual. Whilo the good serviceable horsesused
by the London general ommbus company «ud not ex-
ceod 1n the lughest £37, those bought by the Govern-
meat for the autumn manwuvres reached £42 cach.

Friction Needed.

Farmers need mnental friction. ' Wiiat a man reads
or what ho tlunks, requires duscussion as much as
food does chewing  Tho man who Jooks at Iife from
a single ptand-point sces hut ono yhase of 1t, and that
imperfectly.  We press tlus matter of farmers' con-
ventions, clubs, cxchanges, pociables apain upon the
attention of farm readers, bhecauso wo hiave on abid.
ing faith in its yhlity. 1tisan cducstional agency
no neighborhoot! of wenld-he progressive {armers can
afford to foregn  *\Why, sir,” aud a farmer to us
the other day. *‘our ¢‘ub hiay (‘une morc 10 improve
the agriculture of our town and increaso tho market
value of our farms than all other agencies combined,
Men who were supposed to Lnow hittle, and almost
without infincnce, have come right to the front, while
others, inflated with egotism and full of assumgtion,
who believed themeclves nughborhood oracles, bave
fallen back to thar places They were mere gas
bubbles, and a little joint &.scusmon of their theorics
and notiens let the gas out, and the Lubbles col-
lapsed.  They are now content to learn of men at
whom, three years ago, they specied I tell youit
isa great thing to show who'n who.” Mect once a
week, gentleman, i it s only In somo one’s barn, and
have a gond talk uver the uppermosl matters in your
minds. 3 you no not chooto to hold a formal wect-
ing, hold an informal one.  If the roads are Lad, talk
abaout good ones, and devise ways and meams to
make them good.  Think, and talk or, and
you'll find yonu know more (or lees, which is an
cqually proficable thing to find out) than you thought
youdid. The moro you know the more you'll waat
to, and you will havo cach other to draw upon for it.
1f this adviconcems in any degree t or presum-
ing to anybody, let them be that 1t 18 not
intended to be. It is simply urging the domng of what
we know, from much cxpericnce and obeerttion, it
is profitable to do.—Rural New Yorker.

Have o Specialty.

It docs not matter what & man’s vocation may
he—~whether a farmer, mechanic, physician, lawyer
or literateur—ho should have some alty to
which he may Qevote his leisure, cven if it be in tho
linc of his vocation. Yes, if you prefer the torm, let
him have a hobby ! Weo do not mean that he ahall

i0g | ride his Lobby at all times and in ail places and on

all occasions, but he should select some special de-
partment of science or industry for investigation and
m.ll?rch—tomminﬁiu euill;o ll):angm Le
will, orer, cnlargo general know! the
scope of his usefalness. Indecd_ituwue(g:afm
to take up somo inl?-lcnltnn in which to
excel—not upon which he shall depend exclusively,
e prosecation of which ho shll ke copecsl e
prosecation of which he O] ido
and pains, and which he shall become known
&:ﬂﬂeﬂ a3 having the best of
:mulpmduct ; eu\:edfmrn. . Weodonot
: i Prove, in all cases,

s money-making slventure, hut because we believo
in the wholesome influence of mofire upon the gencral
life and sucoess of men—becauso wo know that
are more likely to have accurato as well

a : knowle tbnb thmewhotlivomhbor
wi particulur objective point whi
mupe:(!y‘ ially aiming to reach. Mmmh&?ﬁ.



